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BIR ’ y .
Am very fentible, fhould the Contents of thefe following Papers, and the Au=
thor of ’em be publickly kuown ; he would thereby undergo the fharjeft Re-
fentments of a fort of people who are none of the beft-matur’d in the World.
. Byt if thereby any fimall Service may be done to the Church of England, of
~which I have been sow for fome years paft an unworthy Member 5 I #all think
this more than fufficient to balance againft the Difrefped, and Frowns I may meet
with from my Relations and Acquaintance; All, or moft of Whom, are unhappily
Diffenters from it. - N
here were two Reafons more, over which I could not fo eafily prevail, and
which had indeed, almoft flopt mp Defign in comimicting thefe Obfervations to
Writing : An Apprehenfion og being thought un%ateful to shofe pecple, who had
fo much Obliged me 3 and from whom for fome Years I have received my Bread,
by difclofing what might poffibly be not a little to their prejudice : And befides thar
a'fear left the Knowledge of fome things here fhonld increafe Animofities, and there -
by injure the common %utereﬂ of the Church and Kingdom.

I have fince fatisfy’d my felf as to the ifirtt of thefe Objections, after an acknow-
Yedgment of the Kindne(s receiv’d whateer were the Principles and Motives thereof,
grofefﬁng that I am ‘not prejudic’d againft thele perfons whofe Party I have lefe 5

ut honour fome of ’em, and pity others ; without hating any ; by confidering that
my new Obligation to that Communion 1 have fince Embrac’d, fuperfedes,
and drowns the Old One; efpecially when at the fame time my dicovering fome
of the unwarrantable Practices of my Old Friends, may probably, fone way or
other, conduce -to their Conviction ; and fo to their Advantage and Amendment.

For the latter Obje@ion ; Thefe Papers are fubmitted to the fcrutiny of thofe,

. who know how to make a prudent Ule of them, and fuch, asI might well hope

" by feeing the Refolution of others to perpetuate a Schifm, would be as refohnteand
earneil, on the contrary, to Diffolve or Heal it.
. For thefe Ends, Sir, I fhall relate what’er Material I can recolle®, after the
Interval of fome Zears, concerning the Methods ufed by the Diflenters, while I
lived amongft ’em, to propagate a Miniftry. in oppefition to that eftablifh’d by Law,
and the publick Wniverfities : What different Places, and kind of Colleges they had
for the Education of Youth to this purpofe; how thefe generally were maintain’d
and whence, with the Priaciples commoaly Embraced and Defeuded by thofe who
were of ’em, as well as moft other Diffenters: (To which I with I could yet fay, §
found not fuch of them as I converfe with, t00 ¢onftant.) And lftly, what Argu-
ments they generally made ufe of to difiwade any they fufpeted from embracing

- the Communion of the Church of England, er confirm othérs in their Diffent from
it : All of which fball be what I either was perfonally Witnef$ to, and engag’din;
of inxhings lefs miterial, am as morally certain of by the Noroviety of e Fact, and

. uhcontradicted Reports among us, For the Truth of whate'er I fhall advance, ap-

~ pealing (if occafion be) to the Confciences of thofe concerned, and in the mean tame,
t0 my Own, and One who is greater than my Conicience, - !

. Being born of Difenting Parents, my Father dying early while I was at a Coun-
try-School, and almoft fit for the Univerfity, I was taken notice of Ly that
and without my Mother’s Application or Charges, fent by their diretion to Loxdon.,
inordertomy being entred at one of their private Academies,and fo for their Miniﬂry.’!

. Dr. G. who then ived fomewhat near the Town,and had the care of One of the ot

. confiderable of thoie Seminaries, had promis’d me my wigion, in expetarion of

- which 1 came to London on the 82 of March An. Dom. 1678, . Bur ax my Arrival

. ; found him_newly deceafed. On which 1 was continud fomt tmeonget 2t 3

- Gramumar School, from whence my Mafter would have had me gone to the Univer.
 fity, having there provided a handfome Subliflence for me ; But the-foremenmion's’

~
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party oflering my Relations greater advantages, they being alfo, as has been inti-
mmated, inclin’d the fame way, I was difpos'd of by them, at one Mr. V. of Srepney,
who there kept a private Academy, having the Sum of 30/. per an. fetled upon me
wrhile I was there, by way of an Exhibition, which was raifed, with much more
by Colle®ions and Sub{criptions at a cerrain diffenting Congregation : There Lie-
maind for the {pace of about twoyears, in which time my Tutor read to me a Courfe of
Logick and Ethicks, butr being profecuted by the neighbouring Juftices, he broka
up his Houfe, and quitred that Imploy ; not long before which I had 10 /. per an.
more allowed me, which whence gathered, 1 know not ; but ’twas difpofed of by
Dr. 0. whom I waited upon a litt , with my thanks for that favour, and was
received very civilly by him, cnw in the profecution of my Studies, and advi-
fed to have a particular regard 9o Critical Letrning 3 and befides, obliged whea
Convenience would permit, 1o get my felf entred at one of the Univerlities, without
which none was to enjoy this Exhibition, which as I underflood, feveral others had
befides my felf, to the number of ten (as near as I can remember at fuch a diftance.)
The reafon of the Drs. willingnefs 10 haveusentred at the Publick Univerfitiessthough
educated at thefe private ones, was, as 1 learnt from him and others, becaule they
times wculd then fpeedily alter, ani look more favourably un ’em, when
ghey doubted not to have all our time allowed, and Degrees granted in the Univer-
fities, as if he had been all the while aually refident there. To which end we
were direted to go thither, and get entred at fome Callege ot Hall, as if with an
intention to tarry, which we might do fome time, if we could avoid Matriculation,
or the Qaths therein required, as I have heard of fome whe did for feveral years,
tho’ their Names do not occur, and knew one who attempted the {ame at Oaford,
after I went thither in earneft : But thefe Oaths, the Subfcription and other things
ired, we were by no means to take without forfeiting our Exhibition ; and ac-
cardingly 1 loft mine after I ftaid in the College. And this fame Notion of having
all our times and Degrees allow’d of fometime or other in the Univerfities, I after-
wards found went thro’ all thefe our Petit Academies, tho’ the Doétor was for ma-
ing furer work, that we might with the more facility attain it when our Names
fhould be already found entred.

But to proceed, when this Tutor kad left off, I was recommended to another, one
Mr. M. of Newington-Green, tormerly Fellow of Wadbam College in Oxford, I
think, for he was a great Acquaintance of Bp. #. an ingenious and univerfally
Jearned Man, but his chiefeit Excellency lay in Matbematicks, and efpecially the
Mechaniek part thereof : There I continued near two years more with my former
Exhibitions, and my Age encreafing, began now to make fome more Obfervations
of things than while with my firtt Tutor, and the more I faw into what was ubcuc
me, the more, I confefs, I diflik’d it, and Liegan to doubt whether I was in the right,
Some of the moft remarkable pafluges which reman in my memory are thefe tol-
Jowing : . : i

For8 my Tutor himfelf, I muft and ever will do him that Jufti.e 10 affer:, that
whenever the voung Men had any dif ourte of the Government,and tulk'd ditatizct.
edly or difloyally, he never fuil'd to rel-uke and adimonith ’em to the sontrary, telling
us, I remember, expretly, more than once, That 'twas none of owr bufinets to cen~
fure fuch as God had placed above us. That fimudl Milcarriages ought not to be
magnified, nor feverely refleted on (efjecidly ly thote who had other bufinets to
mind) there never having been a Government fo exact, or perfect, but hud fome of
thofe Nevi in it: And turther, he paruculusly cuutioned us againit Lamyoons, or
fcandalous Libels against Sujeriors, and that troin the limmorality, as®ellas Dan-
ger of being the Authors or Duperlers of them.  Thus much I think my felt ov-
liged in Truth, Gratitude and Honour, to wituels of that (1 really believe) Good,
tho’ mifiaken Man, who was I think, the inoft confider.Ule of any m Emgland m
ghat way, for the number of lys Puy ik, and politenets of hus Learning. B“.[tltho'
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* T have acknowledged this of him, and.in his, as far as_poffible, -juft Vindication,
- .yet that Charater will reach bux very few others. The Examples of almoft a Whole
‘Party prevailed much more on m%&\\ of us, than his ﬁng‘ll; Precept. The Genius of
a Faftion was expreft too lively in our Difcourfe and Actions. We almoft univer-
fally entertain’d a mortal Averfion & the Epifcopal Order, and very few bur equally

“abhorr’d AMonarchy it felf, on either of which, notwithftanding our Tutor’s cantra

Advice and Commands, nothing too Satyrical or Refle®ing could, we thought, be
poken. - The King-killing Do&rines were generally received and defended : Once
Particularly, I remember, (tho’ our Tutor not there) when but One perfon in ail
the Company oppos'd it, and had all thaveft about him for the (ame ; the B/ R-
BAROUS MURTHER of K. Charles 1. of Bleffed Memory, I have heard ull
1 confefs'my Ears tingled. Since from the firft time [ read the Account on’t I de-
~ aefted and abborred it, avowedly and fre'?nndy Undicated ; and tho’e who did it,
very rarely oppos’d: But the Memory of his Murtherers generally, by the party,

‘treated at leaft with the greateft tenderne(s imaginable. The Effablifbed Clergy,
Liturgy, Bifcipline, treated with the heighth of difﬁrace and ridicule ; once amoug
the reit, fome of our Company went out at Midnight to a little Hill not-far from
Newir}gton ‘Town, getting a fpeaking Trumpet with ’em, in which after they had
-alarm’d and affrighted the Town, they divulged {ome {candalous Stories of the then
-Minifier of the place, the Reverend Mr. S. I was not there my felf, but ’twas at
their return, reported by the Aftors, and by the reft received with Applaufe and
Satisfaltion.  Nothing more common than to hear the Publick Prayers and Eftablify’'d

.rLitur‘(y ridiculed, and thesWords and Expreflions therein, as well as the Perfons of-
.ficiating, madethe conftant fubjett of all the bad Jefts could be invented ; and thofe
.who had the beft Talent this way, or for the bittereft and moft fcandalous and jli-
manner’d Sarcalms in Profe or Verfe, careft, hugg’d, encourag’d, and commended
.by the Heads and Body of that party : In fome of which alules, as I muft own, [
-my lelf had too-largea thare, fo [ have, and flill do heartily ask God’s aud the
-Chuirch’s pardon, o

Here *twas, by.common Difcourfe and Correfpondence, that I learnt the Names
and Places of the other Seminaries of this kind in leveral parts of Enzland 5 this, as

-before-hinted, was indeed the moft confiderable, having annext a fine Garden,
sBowling-Green, Fifh-pond, and within a Labaratory, and fome not inconfiderable,
Raritics, with Air-Pumps, Thermometers ;and all forts of Mathematical Inftruments.
“We had a Lift of all thofe who had been entred of our Society, fome hundreds it
amounted to, but I cannot be precife in the Number, with a Diftinction of the Fa-
culties, and Imploymentsof every one, whether Law, Divinity, Phyfick, .or what
.elle: Among the reft, I remember the Namesof everal Perfons of %uality, Sir C. M.
a Kinfman of Sir I, M’s, as I am inform’d, fent thither by his Order : “Sir Char les
-P. afterwards kill'd at Fif-ftrees-bin, not a few Knights and Baronets Sons, and (at
the former place) one Lords Son who were fent thither to aveid the Debaucheries of
sthe Univerfities, tho’ fome of ’em (particularly Sir ¥, #. H. ¥, and others) made
themf(elves fufficiently remarkable while they were with us. For our Tutors havin
.o Power, could ufe but little Difcipline, we having befides, for what Order we had,
a fort of Democratical Government among us, any one having power to propoleaLaw,
and all Laws carry’d by the Balat, as the greater Number determin’d, and pains and
-Pecuniary Mulés accordingly inflicted, as it feemed beft to cur own Dilcretion; We
had two Houfes at Newington, ousr Number 4o or 50, over.or under. :

Befides this, we had two other Nurferies of the {ame Nature in or about Londou;

Mr. D. who might have about 20 or 30 if not upwards; he lived at Iflington, and
atterward removed {omewhither on the other fide of the Water. -

Mr. K, he was tu.ceflor to Dr. G. who had been his Tutor, and lefc ten or twen-

- -ty Exhibitions, I am no. cercain which, of 10 /. per annum each to o many young

Scholars defigned for Minifters, moft or all Independents ; the three former Presby-

- FeTIAlS. , This
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ThisMr. R. lived, when I firft knew this People, at Hackwey, afer that removed
with his Pupils to London, and Lodg'd in Bow/e’s Houfe, who was executed in
Wef’s, @c. Plot for High-Treafon, whither his Pupils ufed to came daily;
and he read to them, as well as afterwards in cther Parts of the Town. Since
my return from Oxford, Ihear he lived in Fewen-fireet, and now, or very
lately, in Rope-makers Alley in Moor-Fields.

There was another in Suffolk, near Newmarket, whole NameI have forgot, bue

tl;mletdeithcr Mr. C. or Mr. C. both which Perfons I know, were this way em-
ployed.
_ One Mr. ¥, tool have heard named on the fame Occafion, Dr. B. fomewhere
in the Weit of England, a learned Man, he is reprefent=d among us; he write fomne-
thing or other of the Reaing of God, I think ’twas for which we much va-
lued him: Another near Si/usbury ; and another at Taunton Den in Somerfes-
Sbire, both whofe Names I have loft, tho’ the Pupils of the laft have been
numerous. -

One Mr.S. at Lyme—kyi: Dorfetfbire ; now at Bifhops-Hall near Bednal-Green,1693.
‘M, I. now near Sb?el y 1698, And I believe feveral others, if I could remengot
them: But moft of the Lads maintained in all thofe places defigned for Minifters ;
which were every where the far greater Number, and upon the matter all (except
thole Gentlemen with us) their Exhibitions failing when the Diflenters were {evere~
ly profecuted, that they could not meet in fuch frequent Nuinbers as they were wont,
where they ufed to make thofe GoHections which maintained them, were forced
cither Home to their Parents and Friends, e’re they finifhed their ftudies, or fent
very callow alrcad to fomne Gentleman’s koufe, haplains or Tutors, Mr, D's
School, boafting they could crant up a Minifter in two years; or elfe betake them-
felves to fome other Employments. .

Ours indeed, flood one of the longelt in England, the reafon whereof I conceive
to Le this: We having feveral Gentlemen of Eftates who paid well ; our Tutor de-
figning what he thought the Glory of God more than his own private Profit, pro-
poled no more than juft to (ave himfelf harmlefs. Andif therefore he had little
for fomnz, valued it not, fo 'twas barely made up by others, whence we had &ill new
Minflers fent out, and ordained by Presbyters, of which fort there are a pretty con-
t:dcrable Number in all parts of England.

I have almoft in the Crowd forgor one thing very remarkable: ’Tis their Silve
for their Oath in the Univerfity, when they engage not to take Pupils, read Le-
¢tures, €c. I havefeen a Manulcript handed about amongft us in explication of
this Oath, which thofe in this Employment have been often accufed for the Breach
of. The main thing I remember, they infik on, are thofe Words wherein they .
piead the force of the Oath lies; that they are notto read Lectures, &°c. Tangquam
in Aeademia, that is, they fay, in fuch manuer as is done in the Umiverfity, tking
and giving Degrees in oppofition thereunto, as was once attempted for fone

earsat Stanford; mentioned in the Oath, which they plead is a diretion of
Key to the Senle thereof,

t tho' we had long weather’d it out, the Shock at l:ngth eame fo fiercely,
our Tutor eould not ftand it: He had once Lefore bzen Excommunicated, and a Capias
illued out again@ him on which he was taken, bur while in Cuftedy of an Ofhcer,
lefore he was a&tually commicted toPrifon, the Officer in whofe Houfe he lay, ac-
¢idemally Died during his flay there, on which there being nore to detain him, he
securned home agrin 5 attributing the thing, as isufual with that fort of People ,
0 a particular Providence ; He was now indanger of a fecond Capiar, on which
he ufed the Mediation of my Lady R. to get tome Refpite, and tent his Sifter fe-
veral times to London-Houfe onr the fame Errand - My Lord of L. as we are told,
Fiomis'd him all reatonable Favour, if he’d leave that Place and Employmeny
which he could aot futtzr in him,fo much to ths Detnumsnt and Prejudice of thee_

A3 dablithe y
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. ftablifhed. Church, and affront te the Laws and Univerfities ; on whieh he abfoond-
€:d fome time at a Friend’s, abfenting himfelf from us, and leaving the Semior Puyils

tojnftru@ the Funior, . T .

- Twas in this Junéture of time, my Tutor Leing removed, for whom I had fo-
great a Refpe® and Veneration, as hardly to dare doubt what he affirmed, that
I began to enquire more clofely than 1 had formerly done, into the grounds of
thofe Differences, for which I faw- our People fuffer fo much, and [o feverely, and
whether I was fufficiently fatisfy’d in the Truth and Impart of thofe Principles X - -
gad beelrj Educated in, to endure the fame which they did, if it thould happen to

e my Lot,- . . . : . .-

I enquired as well as I could, into their Arguments for dividing from an eftab~
1ifv’d Church, fome of which appeared weak and others worfe: One of ’em par-
ticularly did at not all like me, it being fo Il-natur'd a one, tho’ very often
urged by them : You fay obey, becaule commanded; we fay, becaufe *tis com-
manded we will not obey, which to me appear’d an odd fort of a Confcience : For I
Found the Churches of all Nations had different €uftoms, which tho’ not Effentia}
to Salvation, were fo to Communion ; That they themlelves had fuch Confituti-
ons in their private Church-Government ; mor methought was there amy-reafon
why the whale Nation thould not leave as much Power as a fualler Body. I then
Yook’d a little farther into Church Hiftory, as much as lay within my reach, and
found, te my Surprize, Bifbops in all Ages and Places all the World over, tho’ per-
haps not altogether conflituted in the fame manner that ours are, yet vifibly diffe-
ring from Presbyters, whether Gradu or Ordine, it did not then appear of fo much
concern, fince they denied both; I earneftly implor’d the Divine Diretticn in a
Bufine(s of fo weighty a Coacern, and on which fo much of my whole Life depen-
ded : I examin’d things over and over, ascalmly and wnpaffionately as poffible ; and
the further I look’d, fill the more the Mift cleared up, and things apyeared in-ano-
ther fort of a Light than I had feen ’em all my Life before. And lo far were the
Sufferings ef that People at that time, from Influencing my Refolution to leave ’em,
that I profels *twas a thing which retarded me the moit of any : The Ungenerofiry
of quitting ’em in their meaner Fortv when 1 had been a Sharer in their better,
I knew not how to get over; tho’ I at laft Eerceived this was more a Pique of Ho-
Rour- than any folid Reafon, and not weighty enough to ftand againft a certain
Duty. Thefe I remember were fome of the uppermoft of my Thouﬁhts about that
time ; 4nd on the whole, I began to have fome Inclinations to the Univerfity, if I
Xnew how to get thither, or live there whenl came: Not being acquaintei, to my
Knowledge, with one Soul of the Church of England, at leaft with none of any
. Figure or Intereft, to whom I might addrefs for Afliftance or Advice. :

was now offer’d Imployment among the Diflenters (having been with ’em near
four Years) either in a Gentleman’s Houfe, or Chaplain to an-Eall-Iadia Ship, but
my Inclinations were more for Oxford, where I mighs have, I theught,” Opportuni.
ty, mere fully to fludy the Point, which I was now almoft refolv’d in i Soine rubs

however, there flilllay in my way thither, which our People generally urged t,
prevent us froin fuch Intentions; That the Univerfities were debauched fo fcanda-
Loufly, there-was no breathing for a fober Man in them, reprefenting them as meer
Sodom and Gomorrba’s, The Second, That the Church of England was fo far from
encouraging' Diffenters to clofe with their Gommunion, that thefe who did fo, were
gererally frown’d upon, and fufpected all their Lives, and never ever Lowed of
Irufled. The Third, That the Nation was fo unanimoufly .againft ’em, that th,
Bifbops and Hierarch would gertainly have a fpeedy Fall, and even Ratsand Mic,
are wife enough to quita Tumblinf Houfe, not run into it, : :

_ For the luft of thele Reafons, I muft confefs, I had been folong among thofe
fort of People, who were for Root and Brauch-work with Epifsopacy, and conver~
{ed with no other, that I began indeed to think they were all England; foerhrich

. . eilofis
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Refons, fo high and rampant ftill were the Expeftation of the Party, how low fo-
ever their Fortunes, I was pofleffed with an intire Belief, tho’ God be praifed a
falfe as well as 2 groomdlefs cne, that what they faid was true ; and that Epifcopa-

~ ¢y would not ftand long ; and thisI can appeal to God, was my real Opinion, even

when I went to Oxford, and fome time after T had been there. But was notwith-
flanding fo far from difcouraging me from going, that I therefore went the rather ;
this alfo ferving to ballance againft what might fsem bafe in leaving the Diffenters;

¥ went accordingly, and found, 1 thank God, I was miftaken, and fo were thofe

that led me into that Error : I am forry Imuft add, Idoubt not but they are ftill fo,
for fome of the felf-fame Perfons to my own Know‘edge continue in the fame fond
Fancy they were then in, expeting the Ruin of what every Good Man hopes and
prays may fland firm as Jong as the Sun and Moon endures. .
Their Second Argument from the unkindnefs of the Church, to thofe who forfook
the Camps of their Enemy, leok’d fo unlikely, thar whatever may have happened
fince, I was refolv’d I wou’d not then believe it, attributing want of Encourage-
ment in thofe Cafes, either to want of Merit, or Acquaintance, or Patience, or
altogether ; and every Day confirps me more in the Reafonablenefs of my Appre-
heniion en that particular. ' '
- For their other Argument,Debauchery,T refolved too,not to pelievea word of that
till I faw it, and found the tnnh with my own Eyes, for which now a very happy
Opportunity offer’d : T was called ‘3’011 by the Truftees of the yen Pama itions
{Dr. O. himfelf was now dead) to delay nd longer, but enter at the Univerfity with
all {peed, or elfe no more pzymem 1 be made. To which End I'went down,
Staid there fome titke, found there matty fober and Retigious Men, as well a5 fome
Rakehells, which we our felves did not want :* Difcourfed feveral ‘points ‘in which,
I yer did alittde Hefitate, and received Satisfrltion in them : But not being willing
to De Over-haity in fuch a Concern, returned to Londom 1o confider a little fonger,
and a little after my return had 20 /. given me, part of a Confiderable Sum left
by fome Diffenter, whofe Name I forget, to be diftributed among Minifters ; He -
was, I believe, an Independent; for Mr. Gr. obtained it for me, and Mr. M.— paid
it me; with this I difcharged what debts I had Contrafted as far as I could, paying
it all away, and then refolvmg for Oxford as foon as poffible, whither accordingly

- I'went, in the Name of God, and entred there the of Auguft, in the Year 1681; 2.
F

Servitor of E, College, v which Place fome few Months after, feveral Letters
ving firR pafs’d between us, follow'd me a younyg Gentleman, one of my Fellow-
Pupils at my firft Twors, who is now Fellow of thit College, and in Priefts Order:
Here I tarry’d, tho’ I met with fome Hardthips I had before been unacquainted with,
till T was flanding fufficient, and then took my Batchellors Degree, ard, not being
able vo Tulfift there, afterwards came to London,during the time of my Lord Bithop of
London’s Sufpenfion by the high Commiffion, and was initiated in IDeacons Orders
my Lord Bifhopof R. athis Palace at B, Aug. 7, 1688. and on 1.1:}; of February fo
lowing, in St. Andrew’s Church Holborn, was ordaiag:d.&y the Lord Bifhop of L.
a Pr:_elt of the Ghurchiof m»&; h:zld’ Qo i ] “as I have h‘vegu Row
corufortably and hippily thiele. fix years pait 5 hope: o continué in it ell my
Life, and by the Gracenf .God w dicin thedame, - - - - - 1 -+ 1

-

- POSTSCRIPT

Bout a Twelve Month after 1 left Oxford, Mr. M. left Newington and Ev?-

land too, embarking for Ner-E:_igIand, where he lives ftill, or lately did Ia. _

One thing deferves not to be forgotten, hzt when the Right Reverend the Lord &;
4 .




(%)

fhop of L. under Sulyenfion by the illegal Court of High Commiffion, feveral of
Mr. M’s Friends and Pupils were heard to fay, and fome by my felf, Thatit was a
juft judgment of God upcn himy for having been formetly fo Cruel and Unkind
o that good Man. ) ' »

My Acquaintance with the Diffenters being now almoft worn out, I have no good-
‘Account where, or how many Schools they have at prefent. But this I hear, that
Mr. G.Son to Dr.T. G. hadabout a year {ince opened one of ’em at a plage beyond
H.m;pﬂed or Highgate, the Name of whichIdo not remember, I think it is Harrow

onthe Hill. o v
- As for what you defire concerning the Books we generally ufed to read, you may
eafily Delieve that the fpace of almelt 20 years blots many things out of our Minds
but what little Scatterings remain, Dll freely give you: We had feveral of us
Luciys Funius Brutus among us; Milton's Apology was in Delicix with moft of us 5
Tam apt to believe poor #. 7. formed his Latine Stile very much by reading him,
for he had a very gopd one. We had alfo Eiconoclaftes ;. fome of the Lads had
Meurfii Elegantia, Alouifia Sigea Terentia, and Offavia, and the moft lawd abomina-
ble Kooks that ever blafted.Chriftian Eye : Thefe you'll believe our Tutors knew not
of, nor did they direét us to the former. Al the Reports finee fpead about the
King’s Book were then common among us, and Bifhop Gauden’s Son was quoted as
their Author; we all efteemed very meanly of the Father, and I knew none that-
2ead them among the Deflenters befides Mr. Clarkfon , who was the moft Charitable
and beft Tempered Independent that ever I met with,  Ame’s Medulla, and Bellarmi-
wus Engroatus, the Altare Damafcenum, and fuch like, were what we much traded in,
and were recommended to us, together with Baxter’s Books of Controverlies and
Devotion. Tho’ I have hu‘rdoie was inclined to the Univerfities, and did nec.
much approve our private Academies, and has been blamed for it amonglt us,
Charnock was held in great Efteem. ‘ NN o i

1 am, Good Sir, .; -
Your moft Obliged Friend
and Hunble Servant.

~

o X. Ch. 1. His Divine Meditations, p. 232 T
The Religion eftablithed in the Church of England I have tried, and after much
Search, and many Difputes, I have concluded it to be the beft in the Word,

_ Archbifbop Tillotfon hie 34 Vol. of Sermons, p. 403. .
. ‘Zj eg“e gehbetﬁ Rzligmin lt:x: evdlorl:li, th:i v;g'd fame M:\‘rlﬁch the Son of God
rev ;5 which the Apoftles planted and confir iragles, and which the
noble Army of Martyss fealed with their Blood, 7 e

-
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