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PREFACE.

S
H E grand objeflion which evivy think=
" ing man naturally makes, to moff qf the
Hifloris thut are txtant, and to the Hiffories éf
England i#n particular; is; That they are un=
important 5. thal they are wiell nigh filied with
incidants the knowledge of which brings the vead=
vr heither profit vor phafure. For‘;'y?anée ; It
w0 moré concerns 1is to knows mine parts in ien, of
what is contained in. Rapiri’.é 'H_'/io}y, than ts
bww, that on fuch a'day, ““'d bivd a'ropped a
featber on one of the Pyrena’,an mountains.”’
2. A contrary objeftion tay ‘neverthelefs be
made to the generality of our Hiftorians. Altho’
they are far too prolix on moft occafions, yet' on
athers they are too concife;  They-do not in any
wi jé copy aft:r Tacitus 3 (althd fome of them
profefs
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- profefs 2o do it) ‘who lightly paffés over a thou=

Jand circumflances, which lsfs judicious writers
would " bave rdated at large, while. he gives a

very minute datail of thefe friking incidents,
which bave a tendency either ta :'m)rwe the under~

Slanding, or to amend the beart.

3. This certainly arifes from want of Judg-
ment, a_fault very confpicuoys in mofl of aur
Hiflorians. Either they had nos @ good nasural
undeyflanding : (and then what. could be.expelied

- fram .them?) or they bad mot -the oppamusity of
improving their underflandiug by a lberal ¢duca-
tion, Hence even when they trasferibe from she
mof? fenfible authors, they betray their ewn littie-
nefs of fenfe. They do nes knowr: whiat 4 take

and what to leave: or bow ta_sweave . together
whas they bave taken. Mich lefs do they know,

how to amend whas. they think wrong, which they
generally.alter for the worfe,. oo Voo

L 4 Buta. gr?c;;r:’ Jault " fiil; i3, Parniaiﬁ}'.
And bow very few are. free  frem: s & * Even
in relating . tbe uninyarefling tra::_ﬁtﬁian& which
occurved many hundrad, years ago, mofi anthirs

vebemently
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vebemently efpoufe the caufe, either -of one party or
the other = as naturally, as in reading Homer,

Jome are earneft for the Trojans ;3 others equally
arneft for the Grocians. - - How much “more
ehemently, may we cxpeld men of a'warm temper,
10 efpoufe the caufe of ene or- the ather party,
when they fpeak of thofe who kved near our own
times 2 In-the paft-or the prefent century? A-
cordingly,. - fame Vielently artaéb"tbem/e'l'%\'za the
cauf of \Kiny. Chiarles the' Firft :  athers with
cqual sholesyce: defend and xtol the Long Parlia-
ment, or-Qliver Gromwell.” Many fuppofe the
whola' fenily of :the-Stuarts,” to bave ‘been gd'ak
.meny wad cxciliont Princes : athers paint them as
- the worflof mens- and the wleft q}‘; tyrants, '
5.% #s yot amother objeFtion which may be
wads, to all the Hiftories of England * which I
bave. feen: (F meanthe General Hifiories 3 for’
this_objeftion does not lie againft feveral particular
Hiflaries™ fuch as Le?d—'Clai’é‘néon’s'Hﬁo'iy of
the Rebellion, or Mr. Neal’s Hiftory of the Pu-
. ritans) that isy: they fmn*ul;i‘chred only for
Atbeifls; for thore is. nothing about GOD in

them
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fem,  Who would gather from thefe actounts,
who would have the qu/l Ju j}zcwn, that it'ls
'GOD who govérm the wortd @ That bis king-

‘dom vuleth voer all, in Heaven al:ow, and in-
Earth bmeatb? That be alonte changeth the:
times and the feafons, removeth kmgs and’

fetteth upkings, and di j])tﬁs all tbmgs by bzs
alngbty j)ower, according ta the counﬁls (y" bzs

vwn will 2 Nay, ratber from t/:e wbdle tenor qf )

their difiourfe one would ﬁzpprﬁ that GOD was
quite out of the qug/?zon that the f ing qf I{ea:
- ven had no more to do in the rewlutzon: qf Eng--
Yand, than the Emperor of Japan and tbat hts
power over Great- Bntaln, was as’ 4 af?ua/{y
exctingitifhed;. as that of the Dinres and Saxons.
\' 6. In fuch an H_/Zory as I'wﬁJ toﬁe, unim-v»
portant incidents jbou/d have no place at mo/z’,‘
’ {bey jbotdd be viry l/ru:ﬂy and _[Itgbtl) toucbfcl, ';qﬁ
tlnmg qf tbe Find s attempied in the ﬁ/}owmg 'z)o-
lumes, which contain the fubﬂame qf the E,ngllfh
H ﬁory, txtraﬁea’ cbz{ﬂy fram Dr. Goldfinith,_
B - ' thm

.}"
N
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Rapin, and Smollet 3 enly with varioas correc-

tions and additions. But ten thoufand dull paf-

Jages are omitted 3 which could be inferted for ne

other purpofe, than to enlarge the volume, and con=

Jequently the price ; to ablige the Bookfeller, rather
than the Reader,

7. Thofe incidents which are of greater im= l
portance, which tend cither to improve the un-
Jtrﬁandmg, or to infpire thebeart with nable and
generous fentiments, are recited at lavge with all

- their circumflances. And this it was cafy to de

from one or other of the Hiflorians above-men
timed. If Dr. Goldfinith bappens to be 100
concife, on any of thefe occafions, the defefl is
abundantly fupplied, either by Smollet or Rapin,
With what judgment this is done in the follow=
ing papers, muf? be fubmitted to the candid reader,
For I cannot herein comply with the mode : Ican=
not prevail upon myfel ,r(altbo" I am convineed, |
bow fafbionable it is) to make a laboured pane=
Pric upon my own underflanding.

8. With all the underflanding I bave, I have
endeavoured to aveid, that ather rack wherean  fo

many
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iy fplit, Parbiality. 4 I bave for ey
* yéars vedd and-confidered the eminent writers ‘on:
¢ \both Jodes, thut 1 pight not be biafed by cithér,.
= fo I bave laboured, (1ké Dr. Warner, the myft
Simprtial writer of Englith’ Hiffory T ever fow)”
to fleer between the two. extremes,. the bigatry :()n‘;
orte Jide: arid'on ‘the other.. And I am in bopes: V
~this will appear to all twho are divefled of preji=
~ dice, and who ve lover's of naked truth,
0. Whilly 10 dividft onefelf of prejudice and.
- ‘partiality, is tndeed a difficult thing. 43T
* bave found it equally difFtulty to.foc GOD'in all
the dffairs of nén : '.arﬁbitg the multiplicity qf
wifible 2aifes, fill to fee Him that is invifible,,
the One Great Caufe, fiiting on the circle of the
’baaveris,' énd ruling all things iw beaven and
¥anth o fow ¢ patterns bave we in this kind!
- Wb takes G’OD into bis account,' or /éems 5‘0
Yink, b has aﬂj concern in the ¢ran_/21£2" ions of”
e lower world T wifb to babituate the readers
of Englith Hiflory, toa nobler way of thinking :
"as I deﬁre m)ﬁl t0 fce GOD pervading the
' moral

.

y ¥
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PREFACE ix
mural, as well as the natural world, fo T would
fain bave others .to fee him, in all civil events, as
well asin all.the Phenomana of nature, I want
ihem 1o learn that the Lord is King, be.the earth
never fo impatient :  that be putteth down one
and fetteth up another, in [pite of all buman
power and wifdom. Let there be at leaft o
Hiflory of England, which uniformly acknow-

kdges this : let there be-one Chriftian Hifbory,

«f what is flill called, (tho’ by a ﬂrollg Segure)

< Chriftian Country.

. Lonpow, Aug. 10,
4778,
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CHAP. Io

'Of the Britons before the drrival of the Romans,
and during their Government.

T is probable, thatBritainwas
originally joined to France,
till fevered from it by the
univerfal deluge. The ex-
i i tent of the rocks is exally
%?m the fame on each fide of the
~45 "~~%4 channgl, fronting each other.
They have the fame appearance, rifing per-
pendicular and abrupt from the fhore, unlike
the gradual afcent of the hills and mountains
on other Coafts. And a ridge of rock runs
acrofs the ftraits at the bottom of the Sea.
Vol. I, B ‘This
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This" Ifland was called Britannia by the
Romans long before the time of Cefar. It
is fuppofed, that this name was originally

iven 1t by the merchants who reforted hither
?rom the Continent. Thefe called the inhabi-
tants Briths, from their cuftom of painting
their naked bodics, and fmall fhields, with
an azurc blue, which in the language of thg
country was called Brith, and which ferved
to diftinguifh them from thofe ftrangers who
came among them. , ,

The Britith Ifles were difcovered by the
Pheenicians, about four hundred and fifty
{ears before the birth of Chrift. But long
before this period, they were peopled from the
Continent, by the Gauls fettled on the oppo-
fite {hore. ’{ his may be inferred, from the
evident conformity Ketween them, in laws,
religion, language, manners and complexion,

he inland inhabitants lived in cottages
thatched with ftraw, and fed large herds of
cattle. Their bair flowed down upon their
backs and fhoulders ; their beards were clofe
fhaven, except upon the upper lip,

The commodities exported from Britain
were chiefly hides and tin., This metal was
then thought.peculiar to the ifland, and was in

much requeft both in ncarer and remoter re--

gions. Their language, cuftoms, religion, and
government, were generally the fame with
thofe of the Gauls. As to their government,
it confifted of feveral fiall principalities, each
under its refpe&ive leader ; and this feems
to be the earlieft mode of dominion deduced
¥rom the privileges of paternal authority. In

cat dangers, a commander in chief was cho-
fern in a general aflembly ; and to him was

. ‘ - committed
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committed the conduét of all, with the powes
of making peace or war. Their forces con-
fited chiefly of foot ; yet they could bring a
confiderable number of horfe into the field.
They likewife ufed chariots in battle, with
fhort fcythes faftened to the ends of the axle«
trees, which fpread terror and devaftation
‘wherefoever they drove. -

’ihe religion of the Britons was one of the
molt confiderable parts of their government 3
and the Druids, who were the guardians of it,
poflefled great authority. Thefe offered fa-
crifices in public and private, and pretended
to explain the will of Heaven. They facri~
ficed human vi&tims, whom they burned in
large wicker idols, made fo capacious as to
contain a multitude of perfons at once. The
female Druids plunged their knives into the
breafts of the prifoners taken in war, and pro-
phefied from the manner in which the blood
happened to ftream from the wound. Their

_altars confifted of four broad ftones, three fet

edge-ways, and the fourth at top, many of
which remain to this day, particularly in
Cornwall, To thefe rites, tending to imprefs
ignorance with awe, they added great aufterity
of manners. They lived in woods, caves,
and hollow trees ; their food was acorns and
berries ; by thefe arts, they were almoft ado~
red by the people. Hence they were pati-
ently permitted to punifh crimes from which
they themfelves were fuppofed to be free ; and
their authority was fo great, that not onl
the property, but alfo the lives of the people
were at their difpofal.  No laws were inftitu-
ted by the princes, or common affemblies,
without their advice and approbation; no per-
. Ba - - fon
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fon was punithed by bonds or death, without:
their pafling fentence ; no plunder taken im
war was uled by the captor until the Druids

determined what part they would take for .

themfelves.

It may be eafily fuppofed, that the manners

of the people took a tin&ture from the difci-~

line of their teachers. Butto have a juft
1dea of what the Britons then were, we have
only to turn to the favage nations which ftilk
fubfift in primeval rudenefs :+ Temperate ra-
ther from neceflity than choice ; patient of
fatigue; bold, improvident, and rapacious 3
fuch is the pilture of favage life at prefent,
and fuch it was from the beginning.

Hence it appears, that the antient Druids.
have no title to. the praifes which have-been:
generally lavithed upon them. Their Gods.
were Devils, and thefe their worfhippers, were-
little better than themfelves. According to
the beft accounts, they were felf-interefted.
hypocrites, as great ftrangers to merey as.

‘to truth, and having no more knowledge of,
or regard to the God¥f Heaven, than the
wildeft of the prefent Hottentots.

Ireland was originally peopled from Spain =
and was at firft called Scotland. In the fifth
century a body ef the Irifh croffing the fea,.
fettled in the North of Britain, which was
thence called Scotland.  Before this time, it:
was peopled by the Piéts, or painted-Britons,,
who had fled thither from the Romans..

#* The Britons had long remained in this
ftate, when Cefar having over-run Gaul pre-
pared to invade them. It feems, the mea-~.
fure of their iniquities being full, God was

' now

* Before Chrift, 55.

L P A e —
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now determined to punifh them. His pre~
tence was, that they had fent fuccours to the
Gauls while he waged war .againft them.
They endeavoured to appeate him by fub-
miffion. But when he fent Comiusto treat
with them, they caft him into prifon. Cafar
being informed of this, fet fail for Britain
about midnight, and the next morning arri-
ved on the coaft near Dover, where he faw
the rocks and cliffs covered with armed men.
Finding it impraticable to gain the fhore
there, he chofe a landing-place of greater fe~
curity. This was about eight miles farther
on, probably at Deal, where therec was anin-
clining fhore and a level country. The ill-
armed Britons, were an unequal match for-
the Romans. However, they made a brave
oppofition; the confliéts between. them were
fierce, the loffes mutual, and the fuccefs va-
rious, The Britons had chofen Caflibclaunus
for their commander in chief, but the petty
princes threw off their allegiance. Some of
them fled into the internal parts of the king-
dom, others fubmitted to Caefar, tillat length
Caffibelaunus himfelf, weakened by fo many
defertions, refolved upon making what terms
he was able.. The conditions were, that he
fhould fend to the Continent double the num~
Ber of hoftages at firft demanded, and that he:
thould acknowledge fubjeétion to the Romans...
Cazfar then returned into Gaul and left the:
Britons to enjoy their cuftoms, religion, and
Lws. But they negleéted the performance: |
of their ftipulations, and only two of their
fates fent over hoftages. Whereupon Cefars
the enfuing fpring, fet fail with fix. hundred®
B3 fhips 5
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thips; and, arriving at the place of his:
former defcent, landed without oppofition..
The iflanders indeed had aflembled an arm
and marched down to the fea-fide to oppofe
him; but feeing the number of his forces,
they were ftruck’ with confternation, and re--
tired. The Romans purfued them to their
retreats, until at laft common danger indu-
ced them to forget their former diffenfions,
and to unite their whole ftrength, Caffibe-
launus was chofen to condu& them; and for
fome time harraffed the Romans in their
march. But undifciplined ftrength was not
able to reprefs the vigour and intrepidity of
Cefar. He difcomfited the Britons 1n every
action ; he advanced into the country, pafled
the Thames in the face of the enemy, took.

- and burned the capital city of Caffibelaunus,.
eftablifhed his ally Mandubratius as fovereign.
of the Trinobantes; and having obliged the
inhabitants to make new fubmiflions, he re~
turned with his army into Gaul.

1 Auguftus, formed a defign of fubduing
Britain; but the Britifh ambafladers, pro-
mifing the accuftomed tribute, he defifted
from his intentions. In thereign of his-Suc-
ceflor Tiberius fome Roman Folildicrs-havin :
been wrecked on the Britith coaft, the inha-
bitants not only affifted them with the greateft.
humanity, but fent them in fafety back to-
their general. In confequence of this, a con=
ftant intercoufe of good offices fubfifted be--
tween the two nations ; the principal Britith:
nobility reforted to Rome, and many received
their education there.

: From

"} Before Chrit, 40,
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¥ From that time the Britons began to im~
prove in the arts which contribute to the ad-
vancement of human nature. The firft art
which a favage people is generally -taught by
their politer neighbours is that of war. Ace
cordingly the Britons, adopted feveral Ro-
man imprevements, as well in their arms as.
wn their arrangemeént in the field. Their fe~
rocity to ftrangers, for which they had been
always remarkable, was mitigated; and they
began to permit commerce even in the inter-
nal parts of the countsy. They ftill, how-
ever, continued to live as herd{fmen and hun-
ters, a manifeft proof that the country was
but thinly inhabited. A nation of hunters
can never be populous, as their fubfiftence is.
neceffarily diﬂI:erd over a large tra& of coun-
try.

The Britons afterwards, for almoft a cen--
tury, enjoyed their liberty, till the Romans,
in the reign of Claudius, began to think of"
reducing them under their dominion. The
expedition was conduéted in the beginning b
Plautius and other commandefs ; ||till Claudius.
himfelf finding, affairs fufficiently prepared
for his reception, made a journcy thither,
and received the fubmiffion of feveral ftates,
Many of the inland provinces refufed to fub-
mit: but the fouthern coaft, with all the ad-
jacent country, was feized by the conquerors,
who fecured the pofleflion by fortifying
camps, building fortrefles, and planting cola-
nies,

§ Cara&tacus was the firft who feemed wil-
ling, by a vigorous effort, to refcue his

' . country.

* Beforc Chﬁﬁ’ Ié’i “' A, Do 43¢ § ‘A' D. 500
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country. This rude foldier, though with .
inferior forces, continued for above nine
years, to oppofe and harrafs the Romans ;
till Oftorius Scapula was fent over to com-
mand their armies. He advanced the Roman
conqucits, pierced the country of the Silures,.
a warlike nation along the banks of the Se-
vern, and at length came up with Caratacus..
The Britith general, when he faw the encmy
approaching, drew up his army, and going
from rank to rank, exhorted them to ftrike
the laft blow, for liberty, fafety, and life..
To thefe exhortations his foldiers replied:
with fhouts of determined valour. But what
could undifciplined bravery avail againft the:
attack of an army fkilled in"all the arts of
war? The Britons after an obftinate refifs
tance, were totally routed; and a few days
after Carattacus himfelf was delivered up to*
the conquerors by Cartitinandua, queen of
the Brigantes, with whein he had taken re~
fuge. Claudius commanded that he fthould
be brought from Britain, in order to be ex—
hibited as a fpcftacle to the Roman people..
Accordingly, onthe day appointed, the Em~
peror afcending his throne, erdered the cap-
tives, and Caraltacus among the number,,
to be brought into his prefence.. The vaflals
of the Briufh king, with the fpoils taken in:
war, were firft brought forward; thefe were:
followed by his family, who with abjet la--
mentations, implored mercy. Laft of alf
came Cara&acus himfelf, with an undaunted’
air. He appeared no way deje&ted, but caft—
ing hiseyes on the fplendours that furrounded.

" him,,
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him, ¢ Alas, cried he, how -is it poffible
that 2 people poffeffed of fuch magnificence
at home could envy me an humble cottage irr
Britain!” When brought into the Empe-
ror’s prefence, he’is faid to have addrefled

-him in the following manner: ¢ My prefent

misfortunes redound as much to your honour
as to my difgrace; and the obftinacy of my
oppofition ferves to increafe the fplendours of
your vitory. Had I furrendered myfelf inv

the beginning of the conteft, neither my dif-

grace nor your glory would have attracted the
attention of the world, and my fate would
have been buried in general oblivion. T anr
now at your mercy, butif my life be fpared
Hhall remain a monument of your clemency.”
The Emperor was affe@ted with the Britifh
hero’s misfortunes, and ordered him to be
unchained upon the fpot, with the reft of the
captives,

Notwithﬁanding. thefe misfortunes, the -

Britons were not fubdued. They made one

~ effort more to recover their liberty, in the
times of Nero*, taking advantage of the ab~

fence of Paulinus the Roman general, who

was employed in fubduing the 1ifle of Angle-~

fey. That fmall ifland, feparated from Bri-

tain by a narrow channel, ftill continued the.

chief feat of the Druids, and conftantly af-
forded a retreat to. their defeated forces. It
was thought neceffary therefore to fubdue
that place, and Paulinus, the greateft gene~
ral of his age, undertook the tatk. The Bri-
tons endeavoured to obftruét his landing, both
by the force of their arms and the terrors of

their
* A. D. 59.

S
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their religion.  The priefts and iflanders were
drawn up in order of battle upon the fhore.
The women, drefled like furies, with difhe-
velled hair and torches in their hands, poured
forth the moft terrible execrations, Sucha
fight at firft confounded the Romans, fo that:
they received the firft affault without oppo-
fition. But Paulinus exhorting his troops to
defpife their menaces, drove the Britons off
the field, burned the Druids in the fame fires
they had prepared for their captive enemies,
and deftroyed all their confecrated groves and
altars. . )
4 In the mean time the Britons, refolved b
a general infurretion to free themfelves from
fervitude. They had many motives to ag-
gravate their refentment; the greatnefs of
their taxes, which were levied with unremit-
ting feverity ; the cruel infolence of their con-
quesors, who reproached that very poverty
which they had caufed; but particularly the
cruel treatment of Boadicea, queen of the
Iceni. Prafatagus, their king, at his death had
bequeathed one half of his dominions to the
Romans, and the other to his daughters, thus
hoping by the facrifice of a part, to fecure
the reft in his family. Butit had a different
effe&t ; for the Roman procurator immediately
took pofleflion of the whole ; and when Boadi-
" cea, the widow of thedeceafed, attempted to
remonftrate, he ordered her to be {courged like
a flave, and vin'ated the chaftity of her daugh-
ters. Ti.co: outrages produced a revolt thro”
the whole iftiad.  The Iceni, were the firfk
to take apms; all the ather ftates foon
- followed

 A.D. 6o

?
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followed the example; and Boadicea, a wo-
man of great beauty and an unconquered
fpirit, was appointed to head the common
forces. Thefe, exafperated by their wrongs,
attacked feveral of the Roman fettlements and
colonies with fuccefs. Paulinus haftened to
relieve London, which was already a flourith-
ing colony ; but found on his arrival thatit
would be requifite for the general fafer]y to
abandon it. It was {foon reduced to afhes;
and the Romans, with all other ftrangers, to
the number of feventy thoufand, put to the
fword. Fluthed with thefe fuccefles, the
Britons no longer fought to avoid the encmy,
but boldly came to the ‘place where Paulinus
waited their arrival, pofted in a very advan-
tageous manner with.a body of ten thoufand
men. The battle was obftinate and bloody.
Boadicea herfelf appeared in a chariot with
her two daughters, and haraniued her army ;
but the irregular bravery of her troops was
unable to refift the cool intrepidity of the
Romans. They were routed with great
flaughter, eighty thoufand perifhed in the
field, and a vaft numbepwere made prifoners,
while Boadicea herlelf, fearing to fall into the
hands of the vi€tor, put an end to her life by
poifon. || But the general who finally efta-
blifhed the dominion of the Romans in this
ifland was Julius Agricola, who governed it
during the reigns of Velpafian, Titus, and
Domitian, and diftinguithed himfelf as well

by his courage as humanity.
" Agricola, as the northern part of the coun-
try was leaft tralable, carried his vi€torious
arms

f A.D. 75
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arms thither. *He was oppofed by Galgacus,.
at the head of a numerous army, whom he
defeated in a decifive a&ion. Yet he did not
think proper to purfue the enemy into their
retreats, but embarking a body of troops on
board his fleet, ordered the commander to fur-
round the whole coaft of Britain, which had
not been difcovered to be an ifland till the pre-
ceding year. This armament, fteered to the
northward, and making the tour of the whole
afland, arrived in the port of Sandwich, with-
out the leaft difafter.

During thefe military enkerprizes Agricola
‘was ever attentive to the arts of peace. He
attempted to humanize the fiercenefs of the
Britons, by introducing the Roman laws,
habits, manners, and learning. He taught
them to raife ali the conveniences of life, in-
ftru&ted them in the arts of agriculture, and,
in order to proteét them in their peaceable
pofleflions, drew a rampart, and fixed a train .
of garrifons between them and their northern
neighbours ; thus cutting off the ruder and
more barren parts of the ifland, and fecuring
the Roman province from the invafion of a
fierce and neceflitous enemy. 4+ Froin that time
the Romans feemed more defirous of fecuring-
what they poflefled, than of making new con-

uefts. . :

4 For feveral years after the time of Agricola,
a profound peace prevailed in Britain : Only
they were frequently harraft by their Northern
Neighbours ; to fubdue whom, the Emperor
Adrian himfelf came over: And caufed a
rampart of earth to be thrown up from the-

mouth

% A, D.78 4 A:D.7g.
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mouth of the T'yne, to Solway frith. * Twen-
ty years after the Romans raifed another ram-
part, between the Frith of Forth, and the
Frith of Clyde. + The Caledonians rcnewinE
their incurfions, the Emperor Severus, thoug
{ixty years old, came over to chaftife them,
After lofing many men, he caufed a wall of-
free-ftone, fixty-eight miles in length, to be
built in the place of Adrian’s rampart. He
afterwards died at York. So did the Empe-
ror Conftantius. Conftantine his fucceflor is
fuppofed to have been born at Colchefter, the
Bsitons lived under him in great tranquility :
But in fucceeding ages, Rome, that had long
given laws to nations, be(%an to fink under her
own greatnefs. Mankind, as if by a gencral
confent, rofe up to vindicate their natural free-
dom ; almoft every nation afferting that inde-
pendence which they had been long fo unjuftly
deprived.of. It was in thefe turbulent times,
that the emperors found themfelves obliged to
Tecruit their legions from the troops that were
placed to defend the frontier provinces. And
as the Roman forces decreafed in Britain,
the Picts and Scots more and.more infefted
the northern parts; and croffing the Friths,
which the Romans could not guard, filled
the country with {laughter and confternation.
When repulfed, as was at firft always the
cafe, they retived with the {poil, and watched
for the next opportunity of invafion.
Atlength, in the reign of Valentian the
younger, the empire of Rome being fatigued
with .liftant expeditions, informed the wretch-
ed Britons, that theé were now no longer to

expeét
* Ai D.120 # A.D. 205



14 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

expe&t foreign. prote&tion.  They accord-
ingly, drew away from the ifland all the .
.Romans, and moft of* the Britons who were
fit for military fervice. § Thus they took
their laft leave of the ifland, never more to
‘return, after having been mafters of it near
four centuries,

It is far from certain, that St. Paul ever
“was in Britain ; nor does it appear, who firft
_preacked the Gofpel here, The ftory of King

Lucius embracing Chriftianity in the Second
Century, is likewife excceding doubtful, And
" tho’ there were Chrifians in the ifland, as we
learn from Tertullian, before the end of the
century, {'et it feems they were but few till
toward the clofe of the third Century. 1n
the beginning of the fourth, many of them
fuffered Martyrdom, in the general perfecution
raifed by Dioclefian, throughout the Romap
Empire. o
- In the beginning of the fourth Century,
three Britith Bifhops were prefent at the
Council of Arles: The dgcrees of which were
fent by the fubfcribing Bifhops to the Bifhop
of Rome. But far from addrefling him as
Sovereign of the Church, they gave him no
Epithet but that of ¢¢ Dear Brother.” They
fay, Since they had not the comfort of fecing
their brother, the Bifhop of Rome, at Arles,
they have fent an abftraét of their Canons, that’
he might publifh them thro’ his whole Diocefe.
In this Century lived Pelagius, born in
Britain, whofe real name is faid to have been
Morgan. His doftrine was the more readily
smbraced, as he was a perfon of unblemifhed
, ' T morals

2

$ A D, 426,
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" morals, He is faid to have denied Original

Sin, and to have taught, that man may at-

. tain Perfe&tion in this life, and that without

the affitance of the Grace of God. But we
cannot be fure of this: As all the account of
him which we have is from his bitter Ene-
mies, who took care to deftroy all his writ-
ings. Itis not improbable, that he was one
of themoft judicious, as well as one of the
holiet men of the Age. ’

R i talae L e T e e

CHAP IL

The Britons and Saxons.

FIHE Britons were riow in a miferable con-
dition : But they did not profit by all
they fuffered : They were ftill utterly without
God in the world ; as ignorant of him as the
beafts that perifh. * In the mean time, the
Pi&s and Scots uniting together, attacked the
northern wall with redoubled forces. Hav-
g opened themfelves a paflage, they rava-
ged the whole country with impunity, while
the Britons fought fhelter in their woods and

mountains.
C 2 . Is

* A, D. 430.
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It happened, however, that the Pi&ts them-
felves began to feel the fame inconveniencies
in a country which they had ravaged ; and
being in want of neceilaries, were obliged to
retreat into their own country. :

+ The enemy having left the country open,
the Britons joyfully ifiued from their moun-
tains and forefts, -and purfued orice more their
afual arts of hufbandry, which were attended
with fuch abundance the fucceeding feafon,
that they foon forgot all their paft miferies.
But it had been happy for them, if plenty had
not removed one evil to plant another. 2i'hey'
began, from a ftate of famine, to indulge
.themfelves in fuch riot and luxury, that their
bodies were enervated, and their minds de-
bauched. God who had delivered them was
not in all their thoughts. They fell into a
total profligacy of manners; which inftcad of
being reftrained, was encouraged and increaf-
ed by example of their Clergy. Being in-
formed of freth preparations for an invafion
from their mercilefs neighbours, they pitched
upon Vortigern as their general and fovereign.
This ftep was only produ&ive of frefh cala-
mities. Vortigern, inftead .of exerting what
ftrength remained in the kingdom, only fet
himfelf to ook for foreign afliftance ; and the
Saxons appeared to him at once the moft mar~
tial, and the moft likely to efpoufe his inte-
. refls, ‘ '

The Saxons-were ;one branch-of thofe Go-
thic nations, which, fwvarming from the nor-
thern-hive, came down to give laws to the
relt of Europe. A part of this people, under -

: ‘ ' the

: rj-A D. 440,
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the name of Suevi, had, fome time before
Cefar’s invafion of (Gaul, fubdued an exten-
five empirc in Germany. Thefe, for their
firength and valour, were formidable to all
the German nations.  They were afterwards
divided into feveral nations, and each became
famous for fubduing the country they invaded.
France, Germany, and England, were among;
the number of their conquefts.

They drefl:d with fome degree of clegance,
which the generality of the Britons, had not
yet learned. Their women ufed linen gar-
ments, trimmed and ftriped with purple.
Their haiz was bound in wreaths, or fe]l in,
curls upon their fhoulders; their arms were
bare, and their bofoms uncovered; fathions,
which, in fome meafure, {eem peculiar to the
ladies of England to thisday. Theirgovern+
ment was gengrally an- ele€tive monarchy,
and fometimes a republic, Their command-
ers were chofen for their merit, and difmifled -
when their authority was no longer needful,
The falaries they were fupplied with, feldom.
exceeded a bare fubfiftence; and the honours
they received, were the only reward of theix
fuperior dangers and fatigues.

It was no difagreeable circumftance to thefe
fonquerors, to be invited into a country upon
which they had, for ages been forming de-
figns, | 1In confequence, therefore, of Vorti-
gern’s invitafion, they arrived with fifteen
hundred men, under the command of Hengift
and Horfa, who were brothers, landed on the
Hle of Thanet and were put in pofleflion there-
of, according to their agreement. They did

‘ Cia . not

I A. D. 449+
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not long remain inaftive ; - but, being joined

by the %ritith forces, boldly marched againft

the Pi&ts and Scots,. who had advanced as far
as Lincolnthire, and gained a complete vic-
tory.

IYIengiﬁ and Horfa being fenfible of the
fertility of the country to which they came,
and the barrennefs of that which they had left
behind, ‘invited over great numbers of their
countrymen to become fharers in their new
expedition. It was no difficult matter to per-
fuade the Saxons to embrace ‘an enterprize,
which promifed, at once, an opportunity of
difplaying their valour, and of rewarding
their rapacity. §Accordingly they fent over
a frefh fupply of five thoufand men.

- The Britons now began to entertain apﬁre-
henfions of their new allies, whofe numbers
augmented, as their fervices became lefs ne=
ceﬁ'ary. However they bore every encroach-
ment with patience, %ut the Saxons being
determined to come te a rupture with them,
eafily found a pretext, complaining, that
their fubfidies were ill paid, and their provi-
fions ~withdrawn, They, demanded that
thefe grievances fhould be immediately re~
drefled, otherwife they would do themfelves
juftice ; and, in the mean time, they engaged
ma treaty with the Piéts, whom they had
been called in to reprefs. The Britons, at
lIength took up-arms; and having depofed
Vortigern, put themfelves under ‘the com-
mand of Vortimer, his fon. || Thefe nations

_were perpetually at variance, their hatred
to each other enflamed by differ¢nce of reli+
gion, the Britons being Chriftians, that is,

. in

§ A D. 450, || &, D. 4530
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in name, and the Saxons, ftill remaining in a-
ftate of idolatry. Many battles were fought
between them, in one of which, fought at
Eglesford, in Kent, Horfa, the Saxon general,-
was flain. :

Hengift, now fole commander, procuring
conftant fupplies from his native country,
carried devaftation into the moft remote cor-
ners of Britain, He {pared neither fex, age,
or condition, but laid all the country defolate
before him. It was about this time, that
numbers, deferting their native country, fled
over to the province of Armorica, fince called
Brittany, ¥ where they fettled in great num-
bers, among 2 people of the fame manners
and language with themfelves. '

The Britons found a temporary relief in.
the valour of one or two of their fuceeeding
kings. + After the death of Vortimer, Am-~
brofius, a Briton, though of Roman defcent,
was invefted with the command, and in fome
meafure proved fuccefsful in uniting his coun-
trymen againft the Saxons. He penetrated
with his army intd the very heart of their
pofleflions, and reftored the Britifh intereft
and dominior.  Still, however, Hengift kept
his ground in the cduntry ; and inviting over
a new tribe of Saxons, under the command of
his brother O&a, he fettled them in Nor-
thumberland. As for himfelf, he kept pof-
{effion of the kingdom of Kent, comprehend-
ing alfo Middlefex and Effex, fixing his royal
feat at Canterbury, and leaving his new-
acquired dominions to his poﬁcri;y.

After the death of Hengift, feveral other.
German tribes, allured by the fuccefs of their

4 country-
* A.D. 457 + A.D. 458. '
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countrymen, came over in great numbers.

A body of their countrymen, under the con--.
du&t of Alla and his three fons, § had fome

time before laid the foundation of the king-

dom of the South Saxons. This new king~

dom included Surry, Suffex, and the New

Foreft; and extended to the frontiers of
Kent. o )

At this period, Merlin, the Britith Pro-

phet lived. Al the Monkifh writers call him

a wizard. It feems; he wasa fenfible man,

who for his Learning and fkill in the Mathe—~

_matics, was counted as fomething preterna-.

tural, in thofe days of ignorance.

* Another tribe of Saxons, under the com~
mand of Cerdic and his fon Kenric, landed in
the weft, and from theuce took the name of
‘Weft Saxons. Thefe met a vigorous oppo-
fition from the natives, but being reinforced
from Germany, and aflifted by their country~
men on the ifland, routed the Britons; and
although retarded in their progrefs by the
cclebrated king Arthur, they had ftrength
enough to keep pofleflion of their conqueftsa
Thefe eftablithed the third Saxon kingdom in
the ifland, namely, that of the Weft Saxons,
including the counties of Hants, Dorfet,
Wilts, Berks, and the Ifle of Wight.

+ It was in eppofing this Saxon invader
that the celebrated. prince Arthur acquired
“his fame,  Could courage alone repair the
miferable ftate of the Britons, his might have
been effe@tual. According te. the moft au-
thentic hiftorians, he worfted the Saxons in.
twelve fucceflive battles.. But they were too.
numerous and powerful to.be extirpated; fo.’

' o . thae

1 A.D. 477 * A.D. 499. t A.D. siq.
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that a peace, was the only fruit of his viéto~-
ries. The enemy ftill gained ground ; and
this prince, in the decline of life, 1ad the
mortification, from domeftic troubles, to be
a_patient fpe&ator of their encroachments..
His firft wife had been carried off by Melnas,
king of Somerfetthire, who  detained her a
whole year at Glaftonbury, until Arthur,
difcovering the place of her retreat, advanced
with an army againft the ravifher, and oblig-
ed him to give her back. In his fecond wife,
perhaps, he was more fortunate, as we have
no mention made of her; but it was other—
wife with his third confort, who was debauch~
ed by his own ‘nephew Mordred. This pro-
duced a rebellion, in which the king and his
traiterous kinfman meeting in- battle, flew:
each other.

Thus fell the laft of the Britith worthics,.
who had with indefatigable courage fo long
fupported: the caufe of his finking country,
he was certainly, exclufive of all fi&ion, an
Hluftrious hero, of unfhaken: fortitude, un--
blemifhed- morals,. and. unlimited generofity..

. He was likewife zealous for religion, and an-
eminent patront and prote&or of learning. At
his dying requeft, he. was buried in the old
church at. Glaftonbury, by his fecond wife
Guinever.. o

In the mean time, while the Saxons were
thus gai'{ling ground in the weft, their coun—
trymes were not lefs a&ive in other parts..
i Adventurers {lill continuing .to’ pour over
from Germany, onc bedy of them, under the
sommand of Uffa, feized upen the counties of”

Cs -Cambridge:

¥ A. D, g3o
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Cambridge, Suffolk, and Nor’olk, and gavs

their commander the title of King ot the-
Eaft Angles, which was the fourth Saxon-
kingdom founded in Britain. v

Another body of thefe adventurers formed
a kingdom under the title of Eaft Saxony,.
or Eflex, comprehending Effex, Middlefex,.
and part of Hertfordfhire. This kingdom,.
which was difmembered. from that of Kent,.
formed the fifth Saxon principality..

The kingdom of Mercia was the fixth,.
comprehending all the iniddle counties, frem
the banks of the Severn to the frontiers of~

- the two. Jaft named. Kingdoms..

The feventh and laft kingdom. which they.
obtained was that of Northumberland, one
of the moft powerful and extenfive of them
all. This was formed from the union of two-:
{maller Saxon kingdoms, the one called Ber--
nicea, containing the prefent county of Nor-
thumberland and the bifhoprick of Durlam ;.
the fubje&ts of the other, called the Deiri,
extending themfelves over Lancafhire and
Yorkfhire. Thefe kingdoms were united in.
the perfon of Ethelfrid, king of Northum-.
berland, by the expulfion of idwin, his bro-
ther-in-law, from the kingdom of the Deiri,.
and the feizure of his dominions.

¥ In this magner the natives being over-.
.powered, feven kingdoms were cftablifhed in
Dritain, whichhave been fince well known by
‘the name of the Saxon Heptarchy. “L'he Bri-
tons having been exhaufted by continual wars,
and even worn out by their own vi&ories,
were compelled to forfake the more fertile

parts

4+ A.D. 584
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parts of the country, and to take refuge in:
Wales and Cornwall. The few who were
not cither maflacred or expelled their habi-
tions, were reduced to the moft abjeét flavery,.
and employed in cultivatiag thofe grounds for’
their new mafters, which.they once claimed-
as their own.

From this-time Britifh and Roman cuftoms:
ceafed :* The language, which had been either.
Latin or Celtic, was difcontinued, and the
Saxon or Englith only was. fpoken. The
Iand, before divided into colonies or govern~-
ments; was cantoned into fhires. The habits:
of the peoplein.peace, and arms in war, their’
titles of honour, their laws, and methods of
trial by jury, were continued as -originally
pratifed by the Germans. But they imi-
tated the Britons in.their goverament, by de~
tpotic and'hereditary monarchies, while their
exemplary: chaftity,. and. their abhorrence of”
flavery,. were quite forgotten..

The. Saxons having no longer the Britons
to- contend. with, began to. quarrel among

- themfelves.. A country divided into a num-

ber of petty independent. principalities, muft
ever be fubjeét to. contention.. The wars
therefore- and revolutions of thefe little rival
ftates were extremely numerous, and the ac-
counts:of them. have. fwelled the hiftorian’s
page. Butthefe accounts are fo confufed-
Iy written, that a repetition- of them can:
gratify neither our judgment nor curiofity.
Inftead therefore of entering into a detail of
tumultuous battles, it will be more proper to-
give fome account of the introdultion of
Chriftianity. among the. Saxons, which hap-
pened during this c(l:reary period,

Refore



24 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.
Before this, there were many fchools of®

Tearning in Britain, under the - infpeétion: of

perfons eminent for their abilities. One was-

taught at Landaffj another at Lantuitin Gla--

morganfthire. Where a great number of the-
Britifh nobility received their education..
Dubritius, Bifhop of Landaff, built twelve:
Monafteries, wherein all the monks. earned
their bread’ by their own labour. That of”
Bangor-afforded many perfons, eminent both.
for learning and piety, and generally con--
tained between two and three thoufand
Monks, whoall' lived by the labour of their-
hands, ¥t feems, that while all: the other-
parts of Britain were filled with vice,. and:
war, and bloodfhed and confufion, religion.
and peace were found among.the Welfh, and:
flourifhed together for fome centuries.,
The chriftian religion never fuffered more-
. perfecution than it underwent in Britain from:
the barbarity of the Saxon pagans, who burn--
ed all the chnrches, ftained the altars with the:
blood of the clergy, and maffacred all thofe:
whom they found profefling Chriftianity.. This-
deplorable ftate of religion in Britain was firft
taken into confideration by St. Gregory, who-
was then pope, and he undertook to fend:
miflionaries thither. Some favourable cir=
cumftances feemed providentially to prepare-

.

the way for their arrival. -Ethelbert, king: -

of Kent, in his father’s life-time had mar=

ried Bertha, the only daughter of Coribet,.

king of Paris. But before he was admitted
to this alliance, he was obliged to ftipulate-
that this princefs fhould enjoy the free exer-
cife of her religion, which was that of Chrif-

tianity.,
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tianity. + She was therefore attended to-
Canterbury, the place of her refidence, by
Luidhard, a Gaulifh prelate, who officiated
in a church dedieated to St. Martin, which
had been built by the Britons, near the walls
of Canterbury.. The exemplary condu& and.
powerful preaching of this primitive bifhop,
added to the queen’s learniry and zeal, made
very ftrong impreffions upon the king, as well
asthe reft of his fubjets, in favour of Chrif-
tianity.

* 'lzhe‘next ear, Gregory fent over forty-
Benediétine Nronks, with Auftin at their
head. Upon his firft landing in the Ifle of
Thanet, he fent one of his interpreters to the
Kentiflr king, declaring he  was come from
Rome with offers of eternal falvation. The
king immediately ordered them. to be furnifh-
ed with all neceffaries, though without decla—
ring himfelf in their favour.  Auguftine,
encouraged by this, proceeded with redoubled
zeal to preach the gofpel. So much affiduity,.
together with the earnefnefs of his addrefs,.
and the example of his followers, at laft pow--
erfully operated.. ‘The king openly cfpoufed
the ghnﬁian religion, while his example
wrought fo- fucce(sfully on his fubjeéts, that
numbers of them came voluntarily to be bap-
tized. The heathen temples were changed to
places of Chriftian worfhip, and fuch church'-
es as had been fuffered to-decay were repaired..
Auftin was confecrated archbifhop-of Canter~
bury, || endowed with authority over all the
Britith churches, and his aflociates, fpread
themfelves over all the country. -

¢

tAD. 596, * A.D. 597, Il A.D. 598~



26 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

The kingdom of the heptarchy which next
embraced the Chriftian faith:was that of Nor-
thumberland : Edwin, a wife, brave, and’
acti£ prince, then king of the country, was
married to Ethelburga, the daughter of Ethcel-
bert, who had been fo lately converted. 'This
princeis, emulating the glory of her mother,.
who had been the inftrument of converting.
her hufband and his fubjc&ts, carried Paulinus,.
a learned bifhop, with her into Northumber-—
fand. Edwin, whom his qucen folicited to-
embrace Chriftianity, for a long time hefi—
tated, willing to cxafning its doétrines, before-
he declared in their favour.. § Accordingly he
held feveral conferences with Paulinus, and, .
after a {ferious difcuflion,. declared  himfelf a
Chriftian.. The high prieft. alfo of the pagan.
fuperftition foon after declaring himfelf a con-
vert, and the whole' body. of the people fel--
lowed their example : That is, were bap-
tized, called themielves Chriftians,. and ufed:
“the chriftian modes of worthip! And how.
little did they gain by this 2

It was before this, (A. D..613)that Adel--
frid, then king of Northumberland, invaded:

- Wales, killed twelve hundred and fifty of the
monks of Bangor, and demolifhed thetr monaf--
tery.

Thke authority of Edwin, foon prevailed:
wpon Earpwold, the king of-the Eaft- Angles, .
to-embrace chriftianity. This monarch, how-
.ever, after the death of Edwin, relapfed into-
his former idolatry.  But upon his deceafe, .
Sigebert, his half-brother, who had been edu-
cated in France, reftored Chriftianity among
the Angles.

Mercia

§. A. D. 626,
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* Mercia, themoft powerful kingdom of the:
heptarchy, owed its converfion, likewife, to a:
woman. The wife of Peada, who was the
daughter of Ofivy, king of Northumberland,
having been bred in the Chriftian faith, em-
ployed her influence with fuccefs in conver-
ting her hufband and his fubie&s. But the
new religion was attended with {fmall influence
on the manners of that fierce people, as we
find Otto, one of their new converted kings,
treacheroufly deftroying Ethelbert, king of the
Eaft Angles, at an entertainment to which he
had been invited.. However, to make atone-
ment for this tranfgreffion, he made a pilgri-
mage to Rome, and procured abjolution. It
was upon this occafion, that to ingratiate him-
felf with the pope, he engaged to pay him a.
yearly donation for the fupport of an Englifh.
college at Rome ; and, inorder to raife the
fum, impofed a tax of a penny on each houfe -
poflefled of thirty-pence a year. This im-
pofition being aftcrwards generally levied
throughout the kingdom, went by the name:
of Peter-pence. In the kingdom of Effex,
Scbert, who was nephew to. Ethelbert, king -
of Kent, was before this, (A.ID. 610) pre-.
vailed upon by his uncle to embrace the chrif-.
tian religion. '

We know but little of the propagation of
Chriftianity in the kingdom of Suffex ; . but
this being the fmalleft of all the Saxon hep-
tarchy, it is- prebable it was governed in it’s.
opinions by fome of it’s more powerful neigh-
bours. During the reign of Cifla, one of its

’ - kings

.
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kings, the kingdom fcll into a total depen~
dence upon that of Weflex, and to this pro~
bably it owed its converfion. '

The kingdom of Weifex, which in the end
fwallowed up all the reft, was, of all the
Saxon eftablithments the moft aéive and
warlike. * After feveral reigns, Ceodwalla
mounted the throne, an enterprizing, war-
like,. and fuccefsful prince. He fubdued en-
tirely the kingdom of Suflex, and annexed it
to his own., + He made alio fome attempts-
upon Kent, but was repulfed with vigour.
Ina, hisfucceflor, was the moft renowned of
all the kings who reigned in England during:
the heptarchy. This monarch inherited the:
military virtues of Cecodwalla, but improved:
by policy, juftice, and prudence. He made
war upon the Britons, who yct remained in
Somerfet, and having totally fubdued thae
province, he trcated the vanquiihed with a
humanity hitherto unknown to the Saxon.
conquerors.  In lefs than a year after he
mounted the throne of Weflex, he was de-
clared monarch of the Anglo Saxons. He
compiled a body of laws, which ferved as
the ground-work of thofe which were after-
wards publifthed by Alfred. He allo affem-
bled a general council of the clergy, in which
1t was determined, that all churches, monaf-
terics, and places of religious worthip which:
had gone to ruin or decay, fhould be rebuilt,
At length, after a diftinguifhed reign of
thirty-ieven years, in the dccline of life, he
made a pilgrimage to Rome ; and on his re-

turn home, fhut himfelf up in a cloifter,
o where .

* A D668, 4 A. D.€gs,
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where he died. § To him fucceeded Ofwald,
Cudred, Sigebert, - Cenulph, and Brithric;
all theic claiming the crown, not entirely by
hereditary right, nor yet totally rejefting
their family pretenfions.

It was in the reign of the laft-named mo-"
narch, that Egbert, a grand-ncphew of the
late king Ina, began to grow pepular among
the Weft Saxons, both on account of his fa-
mily and private merit.  Being fenfible, how-
ever, of the danger of popularity,” under
fuch a jealous monarch as Brithric, he with=
drew into France, to the court of Charle-
magne, at, that time the moft polifhed prince
of Europe. This was a fchool, in which
young Egbert failed not to make a rapid pro+

ficiency 3 and he foon acquired fuch accom-
" plifhments, both -in arts and arms, as made
him greatly fuperior to any of his country-
men at home. S

Nor was it long before this prince had an
opportunity of dilplaying his natural and ac-
quired talents to advantage. For Brithric being
poifoned by his wife Eadburga, the nobility
recalled him to afcend the throne of his an~
eeftors, * About that time alfo, a provi-
dential concurrence of events prepared the
way for his becoming fole monarch of the
whole country. ‘The royal families had been
entirely extinguifhed in all the kingdoms, ex-~
cept that of Weflex. Thus, Eghert was the
only furviving defcendant of thofe conque-
xors, who boafted their defcent from Woden 3
and confequently, befide his perfenal merit,,
ke had hereditary pretenfions to the throne t}‘:f

&
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the united kingdoms. It was his defire to
unite thefe petty ftates into one great king-
dom. The king of Mereia was the firft who
furnifhed him with a pretext for recovering
the part of his dominions, which had former-
ly been difmembered. Beornult, the mo-
narch of that country, taking advantage of
Egbert’s abfence, then employed in quelling:
the Britons, invaded his dominions with &
numerous army. Egbert was not remifs in
marching to oppofe him, with a body of
troops lefs numerous but more refolute. Both
armies met at Wilton, and a battle enfuing,
the Mercians were defeated with terrible
flaughter. : '

While the vitor purfued his conqueft into
the enemies’ country, he difpatched his eldeft
fon, Ethelwolf, with an army, into the king-
dom of Kent,* who foon made himfelf mafter
of it, The Eaft Saxons alfo, and part of
Surry, readily fubmitted to Egbert ; nor were
the Eaft Angles backward in fending ambaf-
fadors to crave his proteftion, againft that
nation whofe yoke they were refolved no lon-
ger to bear. || The Mercian king attempting
to reprefs their defeftion, was defeated, and
flain : And two years after, Ludecan, his fuc-
ceffor, met with the fame fate. Withalf, one

- of their eoldermen, foon after put himfelf at
their head, but being driven from province to
province by the vi&torious arms of Egbert, he

was, at laft, obliged to take fhelter inthe

abbey of Croyland, while Egbert made himfelf
mafter of the whole kingdom of Mercia, Th
e

I A.D. 823.
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The kingdom of Northumberland was ‘the
laft that fubmitted to his authority. By this
fabmiflion, all the kingdoms of the Heptarchy
were united under his command ; but, to give
fplendour to his authority, a general council
of the clergy and laity was fummoned at
Winchefter, where he was folemnly crowned
king of England, by which name the united
kingdom was thenceforward called.

| Thus, about four hundred years after the:
firft arrival of the Saxons in Britain, all their
petty fettlements were united into one great
ftate, and nothing offered, but profpeéts or
peace, fecurity, ' and increafing refinement.
At this period, namely, about the eighth cen-
tu?', the arts and fciences, which had been
before onlty known to the Greeks and Romans,
were diffeminated over Europe, where they
were fufficient to raife the people above mere
barbarians ; tho’ they had loft much of their
native {plendor in the tranfplantation.

‘From the time that - Auguftine converted
Ethelbert to Chriftianity, the power of the
papal See was flowly and gradually increaf-
g in England, altho® frequently oppofed.
But it had now furmounted alk oppofition,
and was slmoft univerfally acknowledged.
But Religion was at an exceeding low ebb :
So that it may admit of much doubt, whe-.
ther- the Englith Chriftians, fo called, had -
either more piety or humanity, than their
Heathen Anceftors.. '

CHAP,
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CHAPTER IL

From t}ber Aeceffion of Egbert, to the Normare
Conquett.

EGBERT was hardly [ettled on his united
throne, when both he and his fubjeéts
began to be alarmed at the approach of new
and unknown enemies. * A fwarm of thofe
nations, who had poflfeffed the countries bor~
dering on the Baltic, began, under the names
of Danes and Normans, to infelt the weftern
coafts of Europe; and to fill all places,
where they came, with flaughter and devafta.
tion. The Normans fell upon the northern
coafts of France; the Danes chiefly upon
"England, their firft appearance being when
Brithric was king of Weffex. ¢ It was then,
that a fimall body of them landed on the coafts
of that kingdom, and having committed
fome depredations, fled back to their fhips.
About feven years after they made a defcent
upon the kingdom of Northumberland, but.
their fleet being fhattered by a ftorm, they
were defeated by the inhabitants, and put te
the fword. It was not till about five years
after the acceffion of Egbert, that their inva-
fions became truly formidable. From that
time they continued, with unceafing ferocity,
until the whole kingdom was reduced to the
moft diftrefsful bondage. :

As

* A.D. 829, ¢ A.D. ,;87‘




Il

HISTORY OF ENGLAND, ' 44

‘As the Saxons had utterly negleted their
naval power fince their firft fettlement in Bri-
1ain ; the Danes, found no difficulty in land-
ing upon the ifle of Sheppey, in Kent, and
returned to their thips loaden with 1poil.
1 Their nextattempt, the year enfuing, was
at the mouth of the T'yne, where they landed
2 body of fifteen thoufand men, that made
good their ground againft the efforts of Eg-
bert; who, after a battle, was obliged to
draw off his forces by night. Within two
ears after they landed in Cornwall; and be-
ing joined by the Britons there, they advanced
towards the borders of Devonfhire, where
they were totally routed by Egbert, in a
pitched battle, at Hengfdown-hill, near Kel-
hngton. By this vifory, he fecured the
kingdom from invafion for fome time ; but
his death invited them to renew their devafta-
tions, He reigned thirty-feven years, twenty
as king of Wetlex only, feven with the title of
monarch, and ten as real fovereign. He
‘was doubtlefs a great warrior, thatis, a great
tobber and murderer. Hereby he acquired
the furname of Great, fuch is the wifdom of
the world !

§ He was fucceded by Ethelwolf, his fon,
who had ncither the vigour nor the abilitics of -
his father. He was fcarcely fettled on his
throne, when a fleet of Danifh ravagers, con-
fifting of thirty-three fail, landed at South--
ampton ; but were repulfed, though not with-
“out great {laughter on both fides. However,
no defeat could reprefs the obftinacy, no dif-
ficulties daunt the courage of thefe ficrce =

' invaders

$'A. D, 833. § A.D. 838,
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invaders, who ftill perfevered in their defcents,
and, year after year, made inroads into the
country, marking their way with pillage,
{laughter, and defolation. Though often re-
pulfed, they always obtained their end, of
ipoiling the country, and carrying the plun-
der away. )
In this ftate, affairs continued for fome
time, the Englifh often repelling, and as of-
" ten being repulfed by invaders; till, at
length, the Danes landing on the ifle of Tha-
net, ftationed. themfelves there. * In this
place they kept their ground, notwithftanding
a bloody viftory gained over them by Ethel-
wolf. From thence, they foon after removed
to the ifle of Sheppey, more convenient for
their tumultuary depredations. A
In the mean time, Ethelwolf, thewretched
- monarch of the country, inftead of exerting
his ftrength to repel thefe invaders, was more
folicitous to obey the diétates of monkifh fu-
perftition.  } In order to manifeft his devo-
- tion to the pope, he fent his fon Alfred to
Rome, and, not fatisfied with this, under-
took a pilgrimage thither in perfon. He
paffed a twelvemonth in that city, and gained
no {fmall applaufe for his devotion, which he
teftified by his great liberality to the church.
§ In his return home, he married Judith, daugh~
ter to the emperor Charles the Bald; but on
his landing, he found his fecond fon, Ethel-
bald, had formeda confpiracy toexpel him from
the throne. To prevent a civil war, a divi-
fion of the kingdom was agreed on: Ethel-
wolf lived only two years after this agree-
- ment ;

% A.D.8s2. % A.D.853. §A. D, 8g5.
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ment ; leaving, by will, the kingdom fhared
between his two eldeft {fons, Ethelbald and
Ethelbert; || the weft being configned to the
former, the eaft to the latter. The reign of
Ethelbald, infamous for all manner of vices,
was of no long continuance. + He was fuc-
ceeded by his brother Ethelred, a brave prince,
but whefe valour was infufficient to reprels
the Danifh incurfions. Landing in the North
with large forces, they prevailed more and
‘more, till penetrating into Mercia, they
took up their winter quarters at Nottingham ;
from whence, they were not diflodged without
difficulty. * Their next ftation was at Read-
ing,-from whence they infefted the country
with their excurfions. The king, attended
by his brother Alfred, marched at the head
-of the Weft Saxons againft them ; therc, after
various {uccefs, he died of a wound which he
received in battle, § and left to his brother
Alfred, the inheritance of a kingdom that was
now reduced to the brink of ruin.

Nothing could be more deplorable than the
ftate of the country when Alfred came to the .
.throne. The Danes had already fubdued
Northumberland and Eaft Anglia, and had
penetrated into the very heart of Weflex. The
Mercians were nnited againft him ; thg depen-
«dence on the other provinces was precarious :
the lands lay uncultivated, and all the
churches and monafteries were burned to the
ground. In this terrible fituation of affairs,
nothing appeared but objeéts of terror. Yet
God made ufe of the wifdom and virtues of

one
| A,D. 857. § A.D. 866. * A.D. 869g.
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one man to bring back happinefs, fecurity,
and order ; and all the calamities of the times
found redrefs from Alfred.

This prince feemed born not only to de-
fend his bleeding country, but even to adorn
humanity. Hehad given early inftances of
thofe virtues which afterwdrds adorned his
reign; and was anointed by pope Leo as fu-
ture king, when at Rome. On his return, .
he became -every day more the obje& of his
father’s fond affetions; and that, perhaps,
was the reafon why his education was at firft
negleted. He attained the age of twelve,
before he was made acquainted with the low-
eft elements of literature; but hearing fome
Saxon poems read, which recounted the
praife of heroes, his whole mind was rouzed,
not only to obtain a fimilitude of glory, but
alfo to be able to tranfiit that glory to pofte-,
rity. Encouraged by the queen, his mother,
and affifted by a penetrating genius, he foon
Jearned to read thefe compofitions, and pro-
ceeded from thence to a knowledge of Latin
“authors. . . '

He was {carce come.to the crown, when he
was obliged to oppofe the Danes, who had
feized Wilton, and were exercifing their ufual
ravages. || He marched againft them with
the few troops he could affemble on a fudden,
and a defperate battle was fought, to the dif- -
advantage of the Englifh. But misfortune
could not abate the king’s diligence. He was
in a little time-enabled to hazard another en-
gagement ;o that the enemy, dreading his
courage and a&tivity, propofed terms of peace,

which

| A.D. 87z,
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which he did not think proper to refufe.’
They agreed to relinquith the kingdom; but
inftead of complying with their engagements,
they only removed from one place to another,
burning and deftroying wherever they came.
Alfred, found himf{elf unable to repel the
ravagers, who from all quarters invaded him.
New fwarms of the enemy arrived every year
upon the coaft, and frefh invafions were fill’
proje&ed. It wasin vain that Alfred pur-
fued them, ftraitened their quarters, and
compelled them to treaties ; they broke everl{
league; and continning their attacks wit
unabated perfeverance, at length totally dif-
pirited his-army. Some of them left their
country, and retired into Wales, or fled to’
the continent, Others fubmitted to the con-,
querors. In this univerfal defe&ion, Alfred
finding his remonftrances ineffeftual, was-
obliged to give way to neceflity. Accor-
dingly, difmiffing his fervants, he drefled
himfelf in the habit of a peafant, and lived for
fome time in the houfe of an herdfman, who
had been entrufted with the care of his cattle.
t In this manner, though abandoned by all,
he refolved to continue in his country, to
catch the flightelt occafions for bringing it re-
lief. In his folitary retreat, which was in the
county of Somerfet, at the confluence of the
rivers Parret and Thone, he amufed himfelf
with mufic, and fupported his humble lot
with the hopes of better times.
. Previous to his' retirement, Alfred had cone.
certed meafures for aflembling a few trufty
friends, whenever an opportunity fhould offer
Vor. L D of
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of annoying the enemy. This chofen band,
took fhelter in the forefts and marfhes of So-
merfet, and from thence made occafional’
irruptions udpon ftraggling parties of the
enemy. Their fuccefs, -encouraged many to
" join them, till at length fufficiently augment-
ed, they repaired to their monarch, who had
by that time been reduced by famine to the
laft extremity,

Mean while, Ubba, the chief of the Da~
nith commanders, carried terror .over the.
whole land, and now ravaged the countrynf
‘Wales without oppofition, ~ “The only plaee
were he found refiftance was, in his return
from the caftle of Kenwith, into which the
earl of Devonthire had retired with a fmall
body of troops. This gallant foldier finding
himfelf unable to fuftain a fiege, and know-
ing the danger of furrendering to a perfidious
enemy, was refolved, to force his way
through the befiegers, fword in hand. The
propofal was embraced by all his followers,
while the Danes, fecure in their numbers,
were not only routed with great flaughter, but
Ubba, their general, was flain, - .

This viftory reftored courage to the dif-
pirited Saxons; and Alfred, taking advan-
tage of their favourable difpofition, apprized
them of the place of hisretreat, and inftru&@»
ed them to be ready with all their firength at
a minute’s warning,  But fill none was found
who would undertake to give intelligence of
. the forces and pofture of the enemy. Nct
knowing a perfon in whom to confide, Le
undertook this dangerous tatk himtelf. In
. ! .. ‘» - thc
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the drefs of a fhepherd, with an harp in his
hand, he entered the Danith camp, and was
fo much admired, that he was brought into
the prefence of Guthrum, the Danifh prince, |
"with whom he remiined fome days. There:
he remarked the fupine fecurity of the Dancs,
and their diffolute wafting of ill-gotten booty.’
Having made his obfervations, he returned
to his retreat, and detaching proper emiffaries
among his fubje&ts, appointed them to meet
him in arms in the foreft of Selwood, a fum-
mon which they gladly obeyed.

t was againft the moft unguarded quarter
of the enemy that Alfred made his attack,
while the Danes, farprized to behold an army
of Englith, whom they confidered as totally
fubdued, were routed with great flaughter;
and, though fuch as efcapef fled for refuge
into a fortified camp in the neighbourhood,
yet, being unprovided for afiege, in lefs than
a fortnight they were compelied to furrender
at difcretion. I By the conqueror’s permif-
fion, thofe who did not chufe to embrace
Chriftianity embarked for Flanders, under
the command of “one of their generals called
Haftings. 'Guthrum, their prince, became a
convert with thirty of his nobles, and the king
himfelf anfwered for him at the font. Soon
after the Danes fettled in Northumberland,
Moerciaand Eaft Anglia, fubmitted to Alfred,
and fwore allegiance to him.

" ¥ Of the Danes who had enlifted with
Haftings, a part returned, contrary to agree~
ment, once more to ravage the country, and

D: landing
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landing on the coafts of Kent, advanced to-
wards Rochefter, in hopes of furprizing that
city. They were foon, however, deterred
from proceeding, by hearing that Alfred was
'upon his march to oppofe them. || That fuch
depredations might be prevented for thg fu-
ture, this monarch eguipped a ftrong fleet,
with which he attacked and deftroyed fixt¢én
of their veffels in the port of Harvgich.
There was now but the port of London’ open
to the invaders, and that city he foon redu-
ced to capitulation. Having augmented jts
fortifications, and embelifhed it with a nuth-
ber of new edifices, § he delivered it Th
charge to his fon-in-law, Ethelred, and thus
fecured the whole country from foreign dan-
cr.

" Alfred had now. attained the meridian of
_glory ; he poflefled a greater extent of terri-
tory than had ever been enjoyed by any of
his predeceflors ; the kings of Wales did him
homage for their poflefions, .the Northum-
brians received. a king of his appointing, and
_ no engmy appearcd to give him the leaft ap-
prehenfions, or excite an alarm. In this ftate
of profperity’ Alfred was diligently employed
in cultivating the arts of peace, and in repair-
ing the damages which the kingdom had fuf-
tdined by war. After rebuilding the cities
which had been deftroyed by the Danes, he
eftablifhed 4 regular militia through-out, the
kingdom. He took care that all his fubje&ts
fhould be armed and regiftered : he affigned
them a regular rotation of duty ; a part was
employed to cultivate the land, while others
werg
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were appointed to repel any fudden invafion.
He had a naval force that was more than%
match for the invaders, and trained his fub-
je&s as well in the praltice of failing as of
naval engagements. A fleet of an hundred

-and twenty fhips of war was ftationed along

the coafts ; and being well fupplied with all
things neceflary, both for fubfiftence and war,
imprefled the enemy with awe. Yet there
fucceeded fome formidable defcents. § Haft-
ings, the Danifh chieftain, in particular, ap-
peared off the coaft of Kent with a fleet of
three hundred and fifty fail; and altho’ his
forces were vigorouily repulfed by Alfred,

et he found means'to fecure himfelf in the

-poffefion of Bamflete, near the Ifle of Can-

vey, in the county of Effex. But he was
not long fettled there, when his garrifon was -

“overpowered by a body ef the citizens of Lon-

don, ‘with great {laughter, and his wife and
two fons made captives. =~ Thefe experienced
the king’s clemency : he reftored them to
Haftings on condition that he fhould depatt
the kingdom. Meantime the Eaft-Anglian
Dines with thofe of Northumberland broke
into rebellion ; and, yielding to their favour-
ite habits of depradation, embarked on board
two hundred and forty veflels, and appeared
before Exeter. -But they met fuch a recep-
tion from Alfred, that they put to fea again
without attempting any other enterprize. A

_ third body of piratical Danes, in great num-

bers, after the departure of Haftings, feized

~and fortified Shobury at‘the mouth of the

Thames ; and having left a garrifon there,

- Deg “marohed

§ A. D. 895,
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marched along the banks of the river till they

" eame to Bodington, in the county of Glou-

cefter, where being reinforced by a bedy of
‘Welfhmen, they threw up entrenchments,

"and prepared for defence. But they were foon

furrounded by the kings forces, and reduced
to the utmotft extremity. After having eaten
their horfes, they made a defperate fally, in
which numbers were cut to pieces. Thofe

- who efcaped, being purfued by Alfred, were

finally difperfed, or totally deftroyed. Nor
did he treat the Northumbrian freebooters

with lefs feverity., || Falling upon them

-

while they were exercifing their ravages in
the weft, Yxe took twenty of their fhips; and
having tried all the prifoners at Winchefter,
banged them as pirates and common enemies
of mankind.. :

Having by this vigilance and well-timed fe-
verity, given {:cace to his fubjeéts, his next
care was to polifh the country by arts, as he
bad prote&ted it by arms. He is” faid to have
drawn up a body of laws; but thofe which
remain to this.day under his name feem to

“his Saxon anceftors, which he im-
roved, inlarged and eftablithed. The trial

. be chicﬂ{ the laws already practifed in the-
_country by

Ey juries, mul&s and fines for offences, by

fome. afcribed .to him, are of a more ancieat
date. He divided the whole kingdom into
counties, the counties into. hundreds,, apd
thefe into tythings, fo called becaufe they
confifted of. ten frecholders, who were pled-

.ges to the king for the good behaviour of each

other. All his refolutions concerning public.
‘ : © - affairs
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effairs, paflfed thro’ three different councils :
The firft confifted of his particular friends, the
fecond of the nobility., The third wasthe generak
affembly of the nation which derived their meet-
ing from his Saxon anceftors. The care of
Alfred for the encouragement of learning did
, mota little tend to improve the morals and
reftrain the barbarous habits of the people.
When he came to the throne, he found the
Englifhr funk into the grofleft ignorance and
barbarifim, proceeding from the continued dif-
“orders of the government, and from the ra-
vages of the I%anes.f He himfelf complains,
that, on his acceffion, he knew not one per-
fon foutlr of the Thames who could fo much
as interpret the Latin fervice. To remedy
this deficiency, he invited ever the moft ce-
lebrated fcholars from: all parts of Europe 3
he. founded the univerfity of Oxford, and
endowed it with many privileges. He gave,
+inhis own example, the ftrongeft incentives
to ftudy. He ufually divided his time into
-three equal portions ; one was given to fleep,
- and the refe&ion of his body, diet, and ex-
ercife 3 another to -the difpatch of bufinefs 3
and the third to ftudy and devotion. He
made a confiderable progrefsin the different
-ftudies of grammar, rhetoric, philofophy, ar-
- --chite&ure, and geometry. He was an excel--
-lent hiftorian, he underftood mufic, and was
- acknowledged to be the beft Saxon poet of the:
age. He left many works behind him, many
of which remain to this day. - He tranflated
the paftoral of Gregory 1, Bietius de—Confola—
tione, and Bede’s Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, into
. Dy the
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the Saxon language. Senfible that his illite-
rate fubjeéts were not much fufceptible of fpe~
culative inftru&ion, he endeavoured to con-
wvey his morality by parables and ftories, and
is faid to have tranflated from the Greek the
fables of Afop. Nor did he negle& even
the mechanical arts. Before his time, the

enerality .of the people made ufe of timber
an building. Alfred raifed his palaces of brick,
-and the nobility by degrees began to imitate
Ahis example. He introduced and encouraged

. .manufaétures of all kinds, and no inventor or

. wore the crown. -

improver of any ingenious art was fuffered to
.go unrewarded. ¥ It -was after a glorious

Yeign of twenty-nine years thus {fpent, in the

advancement . of his fubjeéts happinefs, that
ke died in the gad year of his age:and the full
‘enjoyment of his faculties, agd example to
princes, and an ornament to human nature,
‘To give a charaéter of this prince would only
be, to fum up thofe -qualities which conftitute
.perfeétion. }])':ven virtues feemingly oppofite,
‘were happily blended in his difpefition ; perfe-
vering, yot flexible ; maderate, yet enterpri-
fing ; juft, yet merciful ; ftern in comunand,

et gentle in converfation. Nature alio, as

_if defirous that fuch admirable qualities of

mind thould be fet.off to the greateft -edvan-

-tage, had beftowed on him all bodily accom-

plilhments, vigour, dignit¥, and an engag-
ing, open countenance. No hiftorian char-
.ges him with any vice, but all wnanimoufly
agree to reprefent him as one of the moit
amiable and truly glorieus princes. that ever

_ Alfred
. g
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Alfred had, by his wife Ethelfwitha, the
daughter of a Mercian earl, three fons and
three daughters. His eldefl fon, Edmund,
died without iffue, during his father’s lifetime.

_His third fon, Ethelwald, inherited his father’s

fia.fﬁon for letters, and lived a private life.
is fecond fon, Edward, fucceeded him on
the throne. Many were the battles he fought,
and the vifteries he won; fo, that, though
unequal to his father inr the arts of peace, he
did not fall fhort of him in the military vir-
fues. He built feveral caftles, and fortified
different cities. He reduced Turkethill,
Danifh invader, and obliged him to retire
with his followers. He fubdued the Eaft
Angles, and acquired full dominion over the
Northumbrians. He was affifted in thefe

" conquefts by his fifker, Ethelfleda, the widow

of Ethelbert, earl of Mercia, who, afterher
hufband’s death, retained the government of
that province. * But after he bad reduced
the whole kingdom to his obedience, and be-
gan his endeavours to promote the happinefs:
of his people, he was prevented by death:
from the completion of his- defigns. In his
reign, namely in the year 915, the Univerfity
of Cambridge was founded. 7

{ Tohim fucceeded Athelftan. He received:

‘fome difturbance from the Northumbrian:

Danes, whom he compelled to furrender ; and
refenting the conduét of Conftantine, the
king of Scotland, who had given them affi(-
tance, he ravaged that country, till he wagi
appcafed by the fubmiffions of the monarch.
Thefe fubmiffions, however were infincere..
' Dys | Soomw
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Soon after Athelitan had evdcuated that king «
“dom, Conftantine entered into a confederacy
with a body of Danifh pirates, and fome
~'Welch princes who were jealous of Athelftan’s
‘growing greatnefs. ~ A bloody battle was
. fought near Brunfburg;, in Northumberland,,
in which' the Englifft monarch was again,
-viorious. After this fucces. AtheHtan.
~cnjoyed his crowrr in tranquility, and he is<
"regarded as one of the ableft and moft'adtive-
of the Saxon kings. During his reign the-
' Bible was tranflated into the Saxon language ;.
and fome alliances alfc were formed by him,
with the princes on the continent. +He died.
at Gloucefter, in the forty-fixth- year of: his.
age, after a reign of fixteen years, and was.
“fucceeded by his brather, Edmund, then but-
eighteen years old.. o
" Edmund, alfo, met: with difturbance from
. the Northumbrians; but his a&ivity foon de~. *
feated thieir attempts.. The great end which
he aimed’ at, during his reign, was.to curb.
the licentioufnefs of this: people.. Among:
otlier fchemes for the benefit of tlie people,.
he was the firft monarch who by law infti-.
tuted capital’ punifhments in England.. Re-
marking that fines would not reftrain robbers, :
who were in' general men who had nothin
to lofe; he enated, that, ingangs of robbers,
when taken, the oldeft of them fhould be-
condemned'to the gallows,. * This was then:
reckoned-a fevere law ; for, among our early.
anceftoys, all the penal laws were mild and.
merciful. The refentment this monarch bore
to men of this fort was the caufe of his death.
: . His.
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His virtues, abilities, wealth, and temper~-
ance, promifed him a long and happy reign ;.
when, on a certain day, as he was folemniz-
ing a feftival in Gloucefterfhire, he remarked
that Leolf, a notorious robber, whom he had
fentenced to banifhment, had the boldnefs tor
enter the hall where he was dining, and to fit’
at the table among the royal attendants. En~
raged at this, he commanded him to leave the
room ; and on his refufing to obey, the king,

-whofe temper was choleric, flew againft him,.

and caught him by the hair. The ruffian,
drew a dagger, and lifting his arm, ftabbed
the monarch to the heart, who fell down on_
the bofom of his murderer. 4 The death of
the affaffin, who . was inftantly cut in pieces,-
was but a fmall compenfation for the lofs of a-
king, loved by his fubjefts, and deferving;
their efteem.. -~ . :

The late king’s fons were too young to fuc--

. ceed him. in the government;. his brother’
. Edred was: therefore appointed to fucceed.-

About this time, the monks, from beingcon-

_ tented to gavern in ecclefiaftical matters, be-

gan to aflume the dire&ion in civil affairs; and,-
by artfully managing, the fuperftition of the
Kzople,.- erefted’ an authority: that was not
aken off for feveral centuries.. Edred had
blindly delivered over his confcience to the
guidance.of Dunftan,. abbet of Glaftonbury ;:
and this man, - under the appearance- of fanc-
tity, concealed the moft boundlefs ambition. -

. The monks had hitherto beena kind of fecu--

lar priefts, who, though they lived in com--
munities, were neither feparated from the reo% i

4
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of the world, nor ufelefs to it. They were
often married; they were affiduoufly em-
ployed in the education of youth, and fubjeét
to the commands of temporalfuperiors, But
- now the celibacy, and the independency of the
* clergy, were warmly recommended by the fee
©of I%?)'me to all ecclefiaftics in general, and to
the monks in particular. A favourable oppor-
tunity offered of carrying this meafure in Eng-
- land, arifing from the fuperftitious chara&er
- of Edred, and the furious zeal of Dunftan.
Edred implicitly fubmitted to his dire&ions g
- and the kingdom was in a fair way of being
turned into a papal province by this zealous
. ecclefiaftic, when he was checked in the midft
of his career, .by the death of the king, who-
died of a quiniey, in the tenth year of his
reign. - L
"+ Edwy, his nephew, who now afcended:
the throne, at the age of fourteen, was a
* prince of great perfonal beauty, and an amia-
~ ble, yet martial difpofition. But he had an
enemy to contend with, againft whom all
“military virtues. could be of little fervice.
- Dunftan, who had Foverned' -during the for-
mer reign, was refolved to remit nothing of
his authority in this ; and Edwy, immediately

upon his acceffion, found himfelf involved in: -

a quarrel with the monks ; whofe rage, nei-
“ther his accomplifhments nor his virtues could
mitigate. Their whole body, and' Dunftan

* - at their head, purfued him with implacable-
animofity while living, and endeavoured to.

brand his charafer to pofterity.. ~
) - 5 This.

t A D. 954+
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This Dunftan, who makes a greater ficure

- in thefe times, than even kings themfelves,
- was born of noble parents, in the weit; but

being a man of licentious manners in his
youth, he betook himfelf to the aufterities of
2 monaftic life, to atone for his faults. He
fecluded himfelf entirely {rom the world, ina
cell fo {fmall, that he ¢ould neither ftand eret,
nor lie along in it. It was in this retreat that
his fancy teemed with vifions of the moft ex-
travagant nature. His fuppofed illuminations
were frequent ; his temptations ftrong, but he
alway refifted with bravery. The devil, it

" was faid, one day paid him a vifit in the

fhape of a fine young woman ; but Dunftan,
knowing the deceit, feized him by the nofe
with a pair’ of red hot pincers, and held him:
till the malignant fpirit made the whole neigh~
bourhood refound with his beHowings. "He

- was _confidered as the peculiar favourite of the

Almighty, and appeared at court with' an au-
thority greater than that of kings. Being
poflefled of fo mu¢h power, it may be
eafily fuppofed, that Edwy could make but a
feeble refiftance ; and that his firft: fault was.
likely to be attended with the moft dangerous
confequences. The monk found or made one
on the very day-of his coronation. There

- was. a lady of the royal blood, named Elgiya,

whofe beauty had made a'ﬁron% impreflion
Je had ven--
tured to marry her, tho” fhe was within the

- degrees of affinity prohibited by the canon.

law. On the day of his coronation, while

his nobility were giving a loofe to the mére

noify

. \
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-noily pleafures of wine and feftivity in the
great hall, Edwy retired to his- wif¢’s apart-
ment;. where,. in company with. her mother,.
he enjoyed the more pleafing fatisfaétion of
her converfation. Dunftan no fooner percei-
ved his abfence, than conje&turing the reafon,.
he rufhed furioufly into the apartment, and
upbraiding him bitterly, dragged him forth.
in the moft outrageous manner.. The king:
was advifed to punifh this infult, by bringing -
him to account for the money with which:
he had been. entrufted during the laft reign..
This account, the haughty monk refufed to-
give in ;. wherefore, he was banifhed the king-
.dom. His exile only ferved to encreafe his-
reputation among the people ; and Odo, arch-
. bithop of Canterbury, was fo far tranfported, .
. that he pronounced a divorce between Edwy
. and Elgiva.. . The king could no longer refift:
the indignation of the. church, but confented
to furrender. his wife to its fury.. Accord--
mgly, Odo fent into the palace a party of"
~ doldiers,. who feized. the queen;, and by his:

orders, branded her on the face with.anhot. "~

iron.. Not centented with this,_ they. carried’

her by force into Ireland, and there com--

manded her to remain in perpetual. exile..
This injun&ion, however, was too diftreffing ;
for that faithful woman to comply with ; for,.
. being cured of her wound, and.having oblite~
tated the marks which had been made- to de--
face her beauty, fhe once more ventured to-
seturn to the king, whom fhe ftill regarded-
as. her hufband.. But fhe was taken prifoner*
by a party whom thg archbifhop had fent,.
o S andy
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“and'put to death in the moft cruel manner..

In the mean time, a fecret revolt againft Ed-
wy became almoft general ; and that it might.
not be doubted at whofe inftigation it was uh-
dertaken, Dunftan returned to England, and.
put himfelf at the head of the party. The
malecontents foon proeceded- to- open rebel-
lon; and having placed Edgar, the king’s
younger- brother, a boy of about thirteen

- years of age, at their head, they put himin.

pofleffion of all the northern parts.of the king-.

‘dom. . Edwy’s power, and the number of his

adherents every day declining, "he was at laft
obliged to condent to-a:partitien of the-king--
dom ; but hLis death, which happened foon

-~ after; freed his enemies from- all further in-

quietude, and gave Edgar peaceable poffeflion
of the government.. , '

|| Edgar being placed on the thirone by the
influence of the monks, affefted to be entirely
guided:-by their direftions.. "There- has ever -

“been fome popular-cry, fome darling preju--

dice- amongft tlie Englifh ;- and e, who has
taken the advantage of it, has always found’
it of excellent affiftance to-his government.
He made- Dunftan firft Bifliop of Worcefter,
and afterwards Archbifhop of Canterbury..
The fanlity of the monks was thie cry at

~that time 3 and’ Edgar, chimingin with the

people, at once promoted their happinefs,and-
his own glory, Few Englith- moharchs have
reigned with more fplendor. He not onl‘y-

uieted all domeftic infurreétions, but repref-

“fed all foreign invafions.. And being fo well’
~eftablithed; the monks, whom-he promoted,

are ’

I A.D. 959.-
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are loud in his praife ; and yet, the example
of his continence was no way correfponding..
His firtt tranfgreflion of this kind was, the

. breaking into a convent, carrying off Editha,

a nun, by force, and coinmitting violence on
her perfon. For this aét of facrilege and bar-
~ barity, no other penance was enjoined, - than
that he fhould abftain from wearing his crown
for feven years. As for the lady herfelf, he
was permitted to continue his intcrcourfe with
her without {candal. :
But he had long heard of the beauty of "a
~young lady, whofe name was Elfrida, daugh-
ter to the earl of Devonthire. Unwilling to
eredit common fame in this particular, he fent
Ethelwald, his favourite friend to {ee, and in-
form him, if Elfrida was indeed, that incom-
parable woman. Ethelwald arriving at the
earl’s, had no fooner caft his eyes upon her,
than he became defperately enamoured of her
himfelf. Such was the violeace of his paffion,
. that forgetting his mafter’s intentions, he de-
manded her for himfelf in marriage. The eart
gave his confent, and their nuptials were per-
_tormed in private. Upon his return to court,
he appeared amazed how the world could talk.
‘fo much, and fo unjuftly of her charms.
When he had, weaned the king from his pur-
_ pofe, he took an opportunity,. after {ome time,.
_of turning the converfation on Elfrida, repre-
fenting, that though the fortune of the earl of
Devonthire’s daughter would be a trifle to a.
king, yet it would be an immenfe acquifition.
_t0 a fubjeét, He, therefore, humbly entrea~
ted permiffion to pay his addrefles to her.
The
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“The requeft was readily  complied with ;

Ethelwald returned to his wite, and their

‘nuptials were folemnized in public. His great-

eft care, however, was to keep her from court ;
and he took every precaution, to prevent her

‘appearing before a king {o fufceptible of love.

But it was impoffible to keep his treachery

long concealed. Edgar was foon informed' of

the whole tranfa&tion; and diffembling his
refentment, took occafion to vifit that part of
the country, accompanied by Ethelwald, who

-reluctantly attended him. Upon comiing near

the lady’s habitation, he told him, that he
had a curiofity to fee his wife, and defired to
be introduced as his acquaintance. Ethel-
wald, did ail in his power, but in vain, to

-diffuade him. All he could obtain, was per-
:miffion to go before, on pretence of preparing
-for the king’s reception. ‘On his arrival,.he

fell at his wife’s feet, confefing what he
had done, and conjuring. her to- conceal, as
much as poffible, her beauty from the king.

.Elfrida, promifed compliance ; but, prompted
-¢ither ' by - vanity, -or.revenge, adorned ‘her
.perfon” with “the moft - exquifite art. The

event anfwered her expeftations ; ‘the king,
no fooner faw, than he refolved to obtain her.
The better to effe® his intentions, he took
leave with a feeming indifference; but his
revenge was not the lefs certain. Ethelwald

- was fome time afterf{ent into Northumberland,

and was found ‘murdered in a wood by the

-way. Some fay, he was ftabbed: by the ki«n&l’:

affaffination. Elfrida was invited foon after

ownhand ; fome, that he only commanded

o

4
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to court by the king, and their nuptials per~
formed with the ufual folemnity.. :

Such were the criminal paffions of a mo-
narch, whom the monks ceprefent as the moft
perfe&t of mankind. His reign was- fuccefs—
ful, becaufe it was founded upon a compliance*
with the prejudices of the people ; but it
'E;oduccd very fenfible evils upon his fuccefiot..

e died, aftera reign of fixteemyears, in the
thirty-third ‘year of his age, being fucceded' -
by his fon, Edward, whom he had by his firft. . .

- marriage, with the daughter. of the. earl- |
Ordmer.. is
* Edward, furnamed the Martyr, wasmade
. King by the intereft of the monks, at fourteen:
- years of age. In his reign, there is.nothing:
. remarkable, .if we except Kis memorable end.
Though this young monarch had been, from
- the'beginning, oppofed by Elfrida, his fiep-
. mother, who fcems to have united the greateft
- deformity of mind, with the higheft graces of
perfon ; yet he ever thewed her marks of the
ftrongeft regard, and exprefled, onal occafions,.

"+ . the moft tender affeétion for her fon,. his-bro-

* ther. . Hunting one day near .Corfe-caftle,
', Where Elfrida refided, he thought it his duty to-
-pay hera vifit, although he was notattended by
“any of his retinue. There defiring fome liquor
to be brought him, as he was <thirfty, while

- he was holding the cup to his head, one of
Elfrida’s domeftics, .inftruéted for that pur-
pofe, ftabbed him in the back.. - Fhe king,
finding himfelf wounded, put fpurs te his
borfe ; but fainting with the lofs of blead, he
#¢ll from the faddle, and his foot fticking:in:

FY v. A.D. ’Q65.
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the ftirrup, he wasdragged along by his horfe,
till he was killed. Being tracked by the
blood, his body was found,. and privately in~-
terred at' Wareham by his fervants.

‘Ethelred the Second, the fon of Edgar and
Elfiida, fucceeded at twelve years of age,
incapable of governing the kingdom, or pro-
viding for its fafety.. During his reign, the
Danes, after a longinterval, renewed their in-
vafions. ||’And landed on feveral parts of the

" goaft, f{preading their ufual terror, and devaf-.
tation : Till Ethelred, at the perfuafion of
the Archbifhop of Canterbury, gave them ten.
thoufand pounds ta return home. Yet not
-many years after, under the commandof Sweyn.

. king of Denmark, and Anlafking of Norway,

- they came again and’' committed on all fides
their deftrutive ravages. 3 The Englith
oppofed them with a formidable army, but
‘ were .repulfed with great flaughter, The
Danes, encouraged by this fuccefs, marched
boldly into the heart of the kingdom, filling
. all places with the marks of horrid cruelty..
As Ethelred had before bought them off with -
money, he now refolved to put the fame expe-

- dient 1n pra&tice. He fent ambafiadors, there-
fore, .and offered them fubfiftence and tribute,.

rovided they would depart the kingdom. It
{as often been remarked,. that buying off an.

. invafion. only ferves to.invite a repetition of
hoftilities, go it happened upen this occa--
fion : Sweyn and Anlaf agreed to the terms,

. and p,eaceazly took.up their quarters at, South-
-ampton, where the fum of fixteen thoufand

- pounds was paid them.: Anlaf returned ht:o.

’ is..

u‘ A-, Do. 98 Is- § A‘ Do, 499&
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~ his native country, and never infefted Eng-
" land more ; but Sweyn was lefs ferupulous,
-and the compofition with him gave but a {hort
interval to the miferies of the Englifh..
During this period, the Danifh Invafions
produced an extreme corruption of manners,
-and a profound ignorance all over England.
- The memoirs of what had pafled in Church
and State were deftroyed, with the monafteries
- in which they were preferved. The Councils
“held were mixt affemblies, confifting of the
Clergy and Nobility. Meantime the power
of the Clergy, and of the Bithop of Rome in
particular, continually increafed. '
The Danes, appeared a fhort time after,
- upen the Englith fhore, and demanded twenty -
- five thoufand pounds more. This fum they
-:alfo received ; and this only ferved to improve
* their defire for frefh exa&ions.  But they
- foon had a material caufe of refentment -given
“them. They had made feveral fettlements for
" many years before, in different parts of the
- kingdom. There, without mixing with the
- natives, they ftill maintained a peaceable cor-
-wefpondence and connexion ‘among them.
But they fill thewed their attachment it6 their
own countrymen, and lorded it over the En-
- glith. This was motive fufficient, in that
barbarous age, for a general maffacre ; and
Kthelred embraced the cruel refolution of put-
- ting them all to the fword. ¢ This plot was
- carried on with fach fecrefy, that in one day,
“{Nov. 13.) all the Danes in England-were de-
ftroyed without mercy. But this maffacre,
' T inftead

+ A. D. 1002,
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inftead of ending the long miferies of the peo-«
plg: _only prepared’ the way for greater cala~
mities. ' : :
¥ While the Englifh’'were yet congratulating
cach other upon their late deliverance from an
inveterate enemy, Sweyn, king of Denmark,
appeared off the weftern coaft with a large
fleet, meditating flaughter ; and furious with
revenge. The Englith vainly attempted to
fummon their forces, treachery and cowar-
dice ftill operated, to difpirit their troops or
to diffipate them. To thefe miferies were
added a dreadful famine, partly from the bad
fe-fons, and partly from- the decay of agri-
culture. For a while they fuppofed that the
Danifh devaftations would be retarded by the
payment of thirty thoufand pounds; which
+ the invaders agreed to accept; but this, asin
all the former cafes, afforded buta temporary
relief. For a while they placed fome hopes
in a powerful navy, but this was foon divided
and difperfed. Nothing therefore now re-
mained, but their fuffering the juft indigna-
tion of the conqueror, and undergoing all the
evils that war, inflamed by revenge, could
infli&. During this periocz a general con-
fternation, together with a mutual diffidence.
and diffention, prevailed. Ceflations from
thefe calamities were purchafed, one after
another, by immenfe fums; but as they
afforded a fhort alleviation of the common
diftrefs, at laft no other refource remained,
than that of fubmitting to the Danifh mo-
narch, of fwearing allegiance to him, and
giving hoftages as pledges of fincerity.
Ethelred

“* A. D. 1003
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" 4 Ethelred was obliged to fly into Normandy,
-and the whole country came under the power
of Sweyn. -

The death of Sweyn, which happened
.about fix weeks after, feemed to offer a favour-
.able opportunity of once more reftoring Ethel-
red to the throne, and his fubje&s to their
liberties,  Accordingly he feized it with
avidity ; but his indolence, credulity, and
cowardice, obftrufted all fuccefs. At length, °
after having feen the greateft part of the
kingdom fgized by the infulting enemy, after
refufing to head his troops to oppofe them,
he - retired to London, where he -ended an
_dnglorious reign of thirty-feven years by a
natural death, leaving behind him two fons,
the eldeft of whom, Edmund, fucceeded to
this crown. o

* Edmund, received the furname of Iron-
‘fide, from -his hardy oppofition to the ene~
my ; which yet could not reftore the happi-
nefs of his country. He was oppofed by
. one of the moft powerful and vigilant
monarchs then in Europe; for Canute,
afterwards furnamed the Great, fucceeded
‘Sweyn as king of Denmark, and aHo as '
.general of the Danith forces in England. The
conteft between thefe two monarchs was
therefore managed with great obftinacy ; the
firft battle that was fought appeared undeci-
five ;~a fecond followed, in which the Danes
had fome advantage : But E'mund fill hav-
ing intereft enough to bring a third army
into the field, the Danifh and Englith nobi-
lity, equally harrafled, obliged their kings

: (after

t+ A. D. 1013 * A. D. 1016, -
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{after Edmund had fent a challenge to Canute, ~
which he refufed to accept) to come to a
compromife, and 4o divide the kingdom, be-
tween them by treaty. Canute referved to
himfelf the northern parts of the kingdom,
the fouthern parts were left to Edmund ; but
this prince being murdered about a month
after the treaty by his two chamberlains, at
Oxford, Canute was left in peaceable pof-
fefion of the whole kingdom.

Canute, though he had gratified his ambi-
tion in obtaining poffeffion - of the Englifh -
erown, yef was obliged at firft to make fome
mortifymi conceffions. But as his pewer grew
fronger, he refumed thofe grants which he
had made, and even putmany of the Englifh
nobles to death, fenfible that thefe who had
betrayed their native fovereign weuld never
be true to him. Nor was he lefs fevere in
lis exaltions upon the fubordinate ranks of
the people, levying at one time feventy-twe
thoufand pounds upon the country, and eleven
thoufand more upon the city of London

only. v . :
‘g'Having thus firengthened himfelf, by
effeftually weakening all who ‘had wealth or
authority to withftand him, he next began to
thew the merciful fide of his charafter. Nor °
does it feem without juft groundsthat he is
reprefented by fome hiftorians as one of the
firft chara&ers in thofe barbarous ages. His
firft ftep to reconcile the Englifh to his yoke,
was, by fending back to Denmark as many of
his followers as he:could fafely fpare. - He
Made no diftin&tion -between the Englifh and.
' Danes

"~ § AD. so17.
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Danes in the adminiftration of juftice, but
reftored the Saxon cuftoms in a general aflem-
bly of the kingdom. The two nations thus
uniting with each other, were glad to breathe
for a while from the tumult and {laughter in°
which they had involved each other ; and to
confirm their amity, the king himfelf married
Emma, the fiter of Richard, duke of Nor-
mandy, who had ever warmly efpoufed the
interefts of the Englifh. .

. || Canute having thus fettled his power in
England, made a voyage into Igenmark,A
attacked. by the king of Sweden. In this
expedition, Godwin, an Englith earl, was
particularly diftinguilhed for his valour, and
acquired that fame which laid a foundation
for the power he acquired during the fucced-
ing reigns. * In another voyage he made
to Denmark, he attacked Norway; and,
expelling Oldus from his kingdom, annexed
it to his own empire. Thus, being at once
king of England, Denmark, and Norway,
he was confidered as the moft potent prince 1n

Europe. :
Towards the end of his reign, he endea-
voured to atone for his former fiercenefs, by
als of penance and devotion. He built- chur-
" ches, endowed monafteries, and appointed
revenues for the celebration of mafs. + He
even undertook a pilgrimage to Rome, where
he remained a confiderable time ; and, befides
obtaining from the pope fome privileges for
the Englifh fchool ere€ted there, he engaged
all the princes through whofe dominions he
pafled to defift from thofe heavy impoﬁtlions:
' which

#§ A.D. rorg. * A.D, 1028, ¥ A.D. 1031,
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which they were accuftomed to exa& from
the Englifh pilgrims. Thefe were topics
that filled the mouths of his courtiers with
fattery. They even affe@ted to think his
power uncontroulable, and that all things
would be obedient to his command. Canute,
isfaid to have taken the following method to
reprove them. He ordered his chair to be fet
on the fea-fhore while the tide was coming in,
and commanded the fea to retire. ¢ Thou
‘art under my dominion, cried he; the land
upon which I fit is mine; I charge thee there-
fore, to approach no farther, nor dare to wet
the feet of thy fovereign.” He feigned to
fit fome time in expeftation of fubmiffion,
till the waves began to furround him : then,
turning to his courtiers, he obferved, that the
titles of Loord and Mafter belonged only to him
whom both earth and feas obey. From that
moment he never wou’d wear his crown, but
ordered it to be placed in the church at {?Vin-
chefter.  Thus, feared and refpeéted, he
lived many years, honoured with the furname
of Great for his power, but deferving it ftill
more for his virtues. Hedied at Shaftefbury,
in the nineteenth year of his reign, leaving
behind him three fons, Sweyn, Harold, and
Hardicnute. Sweyn was crowned king of
Norway, Hardicnute of Denmark, and
Harold fucceeded his father on the Englifh
throne.

+ HArRoLp, furnamed Harefoot, from
his fwiftnefs in running, upon his firft com-
ing to the crown, met with oppofition from
his younger brother, Hardicnute, But, by

. E the
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the intervention of the nobles, a compromife
wasmade between them ; by which it wasagreed,
that Hurold thould have London, and all the
provinces north of the Thames, while the
pofleflion of thefouthern parts thould be ceded
to Hardicnute ; and, until thatprince thould ap-
pear inperfon, Emma, his mother, fhould gov-
ernin his ftead. Butthis agreement was of {hort
duration; for queen Emma hayving brought over
from Normandy Edward and Alfred, Alfred
was invited, by Harold, to I.ondon, and trea-
cheroufly fet upon, by earl Godwin, on the
way. Six hundred of his train were murdered ;
be himfelf was taken prifoner, and his eyes
being put out, he was conduéted to the monaf-
tery of Ely, where he died foon after. Ed-
ward and Emma, apprited of his fate, fled to
the continent, and Harold, without refiftance,
took pofleffion of the whole kingdom. He
lived to enjoy it but four years ; and dying,
left the fucceffion open to his brother.

i Hardicnute’s title was readily acknow-
fedged, both by the Dancs and the Englifh
and, upon his arrival from the continent, he
was received with the moft extravagant de-
monftrations of joy. But his government was
violent and unjuft. It was but of fhort dura-
tion. He died two years after his acceffion,
in confequence of excefs at the marriage of a
Danifh lord, which was celebrated at Lambeth,

Edward, furnamed the Confeflor,. fuc-
ceeded. The Englith who had long groaned
under a foreign yoke, now fet no bounds to
their joy, at finding the line of their ancient
monarchs reftored ; and at firft the warmth of

their
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their raptures was attended with fome vi
againft the Danes ; but the new king
compofed thefe differences, and the diftin
between the two nations gradually difappear-
ed. Thus, after a flruggle of above two
hundred years, all things feemed to remain in
the fame ftate in which thofe confli&s began.
Thefe iavafions from the Danes produced ne
change of laws, cuftoms, language, pr relis
gion; nor did any other traces of their efta~
blithments feem to remain, except the caftles
they built, and the families that Rill bear
- their names. - No farther mention therefore
s made of two diftin& nations; for the
Normans coming in foon after, fetved to
. ®nite them into a clefer union. _
The firft a&sof this monarch’s reign, were
to refume all grants that had been made b
-the crown in former reigns; and to order his
mother, Emma, who was ever intriguing
?ainﬁ him, to be fhut up in a monaftery,
nd though he had married Editha, the
daughter of Godwin, yet either from mif~
taken piety, or fixed averfion, during his
whole reign, he abftained from het bed.
Godwin, who was long grown too power-
ful for a fubje@®, made thefe things the pre-
text of his oppofition. He began by com-
plaining of the infleence of the Normaris in
the government, and his animofities foon
broke out into aftion. * Euftace, coufit of
Boulogne, who had married Edward’s fifter,
+ arrived in England upon a vifit to the king,
and was received with great honour and af-
fetion. Upon his return to Dover, having
E2 fent

nce
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fent 4 fervant before him to befpeak lodgings
in that city, 2 fray happened between this
domeftic and the townfmen, in which he loft
his life. The count and his attendants at-
tempting to take revenge, the inhabitants
took arms, and both fides engaging with great
fury, ‘the count was obliged to find fafety
by flight, after having loft about twenty of
his men, and flain as many of the people.
The count, exafperated at this infult, re-
turned to the court, at Gloucefter, and de-
manded juftice of the king, who efpoufed his
quarrel.  Heinftantly gave orders to Godwin,
in whofe government Dover lay, to go and
punifh the dnhabitants for their crime,
“This was a conjunéure highly favourable to
his fchemes : So he abfolutely refufed to obey
the king’s command. Senfible, however,
that obedience would foon be extorted, unlefs
he could defend his infolence, he prepared
for his defence, or, rather, for an attack
upon Edward, { Accordingly, under a pre-
tedce of . reprefling fome diforders on the
Welih frontier, he fecretly affembled a great
army, and attempted to furprize the king, .
who continued, without the fmalleft {ufpicion,
~ at Gloucefter. Neverthelefs, being foon in-
formed of Godwin’s treachery, his firft ftep
was, privately to fummon all the affiftance
he could, and, in the mean while, to pro- .
" tra& the time by a pretended negociation.  As
foon as he found himfelf in a capacity to take
the field, he changed his tone; and Godwin,
finding himfelf unable to oppofe his force, or
to keep his army together, permitted it to’
. . difperfe

? A.D. ro30.
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difperfe, and took fhelter with Baldwin, ear}t
of Flanders. His eftates, which were nume-
rous, together with thofe of his fons, were
confifcated, and the greatnefs of the family
feemed, for a time, totally overthrown.
About this time. William, Duke of Nor-

‘ mandy, paid a vifit to King Edward; who

received him with abundance of civility :
and (if William faid true) made a Will,
wherein he appointed him his Succeflor.

But this nobleman’s power was too ftrong
to be fhaken by fo flight a blaft; for, being
affifted with a fleet by the earl of Flanders,
+ he landed en the Ifle of Wight, where he
was joined by his fen Harold, with a fqua-
dron which that nobleman had colle&eg in
Ireland. From thence being reinforced by
great numbers of his former dependants and
followers, he failed up the Thames, and, ap-
pearing before London, threw all things into
confufion. In this exigence, the king alone
feemed refolute; but his nobility, many of
whom were fecretly inclined_ to Godwin,
brought on a negeciation; in which it was
ftipulated, that the king fhould difmifs all his
foreign fervants, and that Godwin fhould
give ?xoﬁages for his own future good beha-
viour. Godwin’s death, which followed foon
after, prevented him from reaping the fruits
of an agreement, by which the king’s autho-
rity was almoft reduced to nothing. .

* This nobleman was fucceeded in his go-
vernments and offices by his fon, Harold,
who, inhis ambition, was equal to his father,
®ut in his virtues and abilities far his fupe-

E 3 rior
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rior. By a modeft and gentle demeanour he
acquired the good-will of Edward, er at leaft
foftened the hatred which he had long borne
the whole family. He infinuated himfelf
into the affe&tions of the people by his libe~
rality and candour, while every day he in-
crealed his power. Meantime the king made
his brother, Tofti, . duke of Northumberland,
upon the death ‘of Siward, who had long go-
verned that province with great glory.

Harold’s infinuating manners, his power,
and virtues, encreafed his popularity to fuch a
degree, that he began to be talked of as tha
moft proper perfon to fucceed to the crown
But nothing could be more ungrateful to
Edward, as he abhorred a fucceflor from the -
family of Godwin. He therefore fent for his
nephew, Edward, from Hungaty, who was the
dire&t defcendant from the ancient Saxon
kings. Prince Edward foon arrived,- but was
fcarce fafe landed,. when he died, . leaving his
pretenfions to Edgar Atheling, his fon, who
was young, weak, and ina&tive. :

In the mean time, Harold did not remit in
obedience to the king, or his affiduities to the
people ; flill encreafing in his power, and pre-~
paring the way for his advancement to the
throne. . § Two incidents which happened .
about this'time, contributed to fix his popula-
rity, The Welfh renewing their hoftilities
under prince Griffin, were repelled by him,
and rendered tributary to England. The other
incident was nolefs honourable : + His brother
Tofti, who had been appointed to the govern-
ment of Northumberland, having grievoufly -

‘ ) opprcﬂcg
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opprefled the people, was expelled in an infur~
reltion, and Harold was ordered by the king
to reinftate him, -and punifh the infurgents.
While at the head of an army, preparing to
take fignal vengeance for the injury done to
his brother, he was met by a deputation of the
people who had been {o cruelly governed.
They affured him that they had no intention
to rebel, but had taken up arms merely to
proteét themfelves from the cruelty of a rapa-
cious governor. They enumerated the griev-
ances they had fuftained from his tyranny,,
brought the ftrongeft proofs of his guilt, and
appealed to Harold’s equity for redrefs. This.
nobleman, convinced of Tofti’s brutality, fa-.
crificed his affetion to his duty ; and not only
procured their pardon from the king, but con-
firmed the governor whom the Northumbrians
had chofen in his room. From that time,
Harold became the idol of the people ; and,
indeed, his virtues deferved-their love. .

Harold, thus fecure of the affe&tions of the
Englifh, openly afpired at the fucceflion. The
peopleinftead of difcountenancing his preten-
fions, affifted them with their wifhes and ap-
plaufe. Edward, broken with age, infirmities,,
and fuperftition, took little pains to fecure the
fucceflion. Meantimeé he was furprized by
ficknefs, which brought him to his end,+ on
the fifth of January, 1in the fixty-fifth year of
his age, and twenty-fourth of his reign,

This prince, was of a mild and peaceable
temper. He was remarkable neither for vir-
tues nor vices ; only he was very charitable;

particularly to the monks, which gained him
o E 4 the
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the title of Saint : yea and Confeffor, tho’ he
never fuffered any thing for religion. How-
ever he was canonized by Pope Alexander 111,
under the name of Edward the Confeflor. He "
was the firft who touched for the King’s Evil.
---I knew one who was touched by ' Queen
Anne and perfeétly cured. )

Harold, whofe virtues feemed to give a right
to his pretenfions, afcended the throne with-
out any oppofition. The citizens of London,
feconded his claim; the clergy adopted his
caufe; and the body of the people, ﬁPncerel
loved him. Nor were the firft a&ts of his
reign unworthy of the general prejudice in his
favour. He took the moft effe€tual meafures
for an impartial adminiftration of juftice; or-
dered the laws to be revifed, and reformed j
and thofe difturbers of the publick peace to
be punithed, who had thriven under the leni-

. ty of the laft reign.

But neither his valour, his juftice, nor his
popularity, were able to fecure him from mif-
fortunes. The firft fymptoms of his danger,
came from his own brother, Tofti, who had
taken refuge in Flanders, and went among
the princes of the €ontinent, endeavouring to
engage them in a league againft Harold.
Not ¢ontent with this, being furnifhed with
fome fhips by the earl of I'Planders, he pil-
laged the coaft, until he was encountered,
and routed by Morcar, who had been ap-
pointed to the government from which he
was expelled.

But Harfagar, king of Norway, brought
over by his remonftrances, arrived with a
§eet of two hundred fail at the mouth of the

river
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river Humber, where he was joined by the
thattered remains of Tofti’s forces. It was
_in vain that the earls of Mercia and Northum-
berland attempted to ftop their progrefs, with:
a body of undifciplined troops: they were
quickly routed, and York fella prey to the
enemy. Mean while, Harold being informed
of this misfortune, haftened with an army to
the proteftion of his people, and exprefled
the utmoft ardour to fhew himfelf worthy
- of their favour. He had given fo many
proofs of an equitable and prudent admini-
ftration, that the people ftlocked from all
quarters to his ftandard ; and, as foon as he:
reached the enemy at Standford, he found
himfelf in a condition of giving them battle..
The aftion was very bloodg , but the vifory
was decifive on the fide of Harold, and ended:
in the total rout of the Norwegians, Harfagar,.
their king, and Tofti being {lain. Thofe who-
efcaped, owed their fafety to the perfonal prow~
¢fs of a brave Norwegian ; who, fingly, de-
fended. a bridge over the Derwent for three-
hours, againft the whele Englith army ; dur-~
ing which time, he flew forty of their beft men "
with his battle-ax, but he was at length flain
by an arrow. Harold, purfuing his viétory, -
. made himfelf mafter of a]i\lorwegian fleet that:
lay in the river Oufe ;. and had the generofity
to give prince Olave, the fon of Harfagar,
his Iiberty, and to allew him to depart with-

twenty veflels. There had never before been

in England an engagement between two fuch.
numerous armies, each being compofed of no
lefs than threefcore thoufand men, The news.

- Egs of
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of this vi&ory diffufed inexpreflible joy over
. the whole kingdom ; they gloried in a monarch
who now fhewed himfelf able to avenge thens
~ of their invaders ; but they had not leng time:
for triumph, when news was brought of a frefh
invafion. This was under the conduét of
William, duke of Normandy, at the head of
a large army. ' .

+ William, who was afterwards called the
Conqueror, was the natural fon of Robert,
duke of Normandy. His mother’s name was
Arlette, a beautiful maid of Falaize, whom
Robert fell in love with, as fhe ftood gazing at
her door, whilft he pafled _throru§h the town.

" 'William, who was the offspring of this amour,
owed his greatnefs chiefly tohis perfonal merit.
His body was vigorous, his mind capacious,.
and his courage not to be reprefled by danger.
His father, Robert, growing old, and fuperfti<
tious alfo, refolved upon a pilgrimage to Jeru-
falem, contrary to the advice and opinion of
all his nobility. As his heart was fixed upon
the expedition, inftead of attending to their
remondtrances, he fhewed them his fon Wil-
liam, whom, though illegitimate, he recom-
mended to their care, exadting an oath from
them of homage and fealty. He then put him,
as he was yet but ten years of age, under the
tutelage of the French king; and foon after,

oing into Afia, from whence he never return-
cd, left young William rather the inheritor

" of his wiizes, than his crown. In fa&, Wil-

liam, from the beginning, found himfelf expo-
fed to much oppofition, from his youth and
inexperience, from the reproach of his birth,

‘ from
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from a fufpe&ted guardian, a difputed title,
and a diftrated ftate. The regency, appoint-
ed by Robert, found great difficulties in fup-
porting the government againft this complica-
tion of dangers ; and the young prince, when
he came of age, - found himfelf reduced to a
very low condition.. But the great qualities
which he foon difplayed, gave encouragement’
to his friends, and ftiuck a terror into his ene-
mies, He on all fides oppofed his rebellious
fabjeéts, and reprefled foreign invaders. The.
tranquility which he had thus eftablithed in.
his dominions, induced him to extend his.
views ; and fome overtures, faid to be made
him by Edward ‘the Confeflor, enflamed his.
ambition- with a defire of fucceeding to the
Englifh throne.. Whether Edward really
appointed him. to fucceed, is uncertain ; but
it is beyond a doubt, that Harold happening;
to pay a vifit to the Norman coaft, was'indu-
ced by this prince, to.acknowledge his claims.. ,
But when William objeéted the breach of this,,
he alledged,. it was extorted from him, it a.
time when he had no power to refufe. Wil-’
l}am was not remifs, after the death of Edward,.
tolay in. his claims; and finding that arms.
alone were to decide the difpute, prepared to
affert them with vigour.. His fubje&s, as they
fad long been diftinguithed for valour, had,
at this time, attained to the higheft pitch of
military glory.. His court was the center of
politenefs ; and all who wifhed for fame in.
arms, flocked to put themfelves under his con--
du&t. The fame of his intended invafion of”
England, was diffufed over the whole Conti--
E 6 neat 3;
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nent ; multitudes came to offer him their fer-
vices, fo that he was embarrafled only in the
choice of whom he fhould take. The pope
himfelf was not behind the reft, and in hopes
of extending the authority of the church, im-
mediately pronounced Harold an ufurper. He
denounced excommunication againft him, and
all his adherents ; and fent the duke a confe-
crated banner. William foon found himfelf
at the head of a chofen army of fixty thoufand
* men, all equipped in the moft warlike manner.
The difcipline of the men, the vigour of the
horfes, the luftre of the arms and accoutrements
were objets that had been fcarcely feen in
Europe for fome ages. It was in the begin-
ning of fummer that he embarked this power-
ful body on board a fleet of three hundred fail 5
and, after fome fmall oppofition from the
weather, landed at Pevenifey, on the coaft of
. Suffex. William, as he came on fhore, hap-
pened to ftumble and fall; but, inftead of
being difcompofed, he had the prefence of
mind to cry out, that he thus took pofleffion
of the country. He made no fhow of inva-
ding a forcign country, but rather encamping
in his own. Here he continued in a peaceable

manner for about a fortnight, either willing-

to refrefh his troops, or defirous of knowing
the reception his pretenfions to the crown

would meet with. After having refrefhed his -

men, and fent back his fleet to Normandy, to
leave no retreat’ for cowardice, he advanced
along the fea-fide to Haftings, where he pub-
lifhed a manifefto, declaring the motives that
induced him to undertake this enterprize. -
e
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He was- foon rouzed by the approach of
Harold, who fcemed refolved to retain that
fovereignty which he had received from the
people. He was now returning, from the de--
feat of the Norwegians, with all the forces he:
had employed in that expedition, and all he
could invite or colle&t in the country through
which he pafled. His army was compofed of
ative and valiant troops, ftrongly attached to
their king, and eager to engage. On the other
hand, the army of William confifted of the
flower of.all the Continent, and had been long
enured to danger. England never before, nor:
ever fince, faw two fuch. The day before
the battle, William fent an offer to Harold to
decide the quarrel between them by fingle
combat ; but Harold refufed, and faid, he
would leave it to the God of armies to deter—
mine. Both armies, therefore, that night,
pitched in fight of each other, expefing the-
~ dawn of the day with impatience. ’

The next morning, (O&. 14. Harold’s:
Birth-day) as foon as day appeared, both
armies were drawn up againft each other..
The Normans amounted to-fixty thoufand, of
whom many were horfe, armed cap-a-pee.
The Englifh were not fo numerous, and were
moftly foot, armed with target, {pear, battle-
.ax, and fcymitar. Harold appeared in the
center of his forces, leading on’his army on
foot, that his men might be more encouraged
by feeing their king expofed to an equality of
danger. William fought on horfe-back, lead-
ing on his army, that moved atonce finging
the fong of Rollo, one of the famous chief]s; of

eir
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their country. The Normans began the fight
with their crofs-bows, which, at firft galled.
the Englith. But they foon came to clofe
fight, and the Englith, with their battle-axes,.
hewed down theiradverfaries with great flaugh--
ter. Confufion was fpreading among the ranks-
when William, who found himfelf on the brink.
of deftruion, haftencd, with a fele&t band to-
the relief of his forces. His prefence reftored-
the battle ; he was feen in every place, endea~--
vouring to pierce the ranks of the enemy, and
had three horfes flain under him. The battle:
lafted from feven in the morning till the after--
noon, with equal valour on. both fides. - At
length, William, perceiving that the Englifh.
line continued impenetrable, pretended to give:
ground, which drew the enemy from their-
ranks, and he was inftantly ready to take the-
advantage. Upon afignal given, the Normans.
réturned to the charge, broke the Engliflx
troops, and purfued them to a rifing ground..
It was in'this extremity, that Harold was‘feen.
flying from rank. to rank, rallying and infpi--
sing his troops with vigour; and, though he-
had toiled all day, till near night-fall, in the-
front of his Kentifh men, yet he fill feemed:
unabated in force or courage, keeping his mem
" to-the poft of honour.. Once more, therefore,
the vi€tory feemed to'turn againft the Nor-.
mans, and they fell in great numbers.. Provi--
dence, at length, determified a vi&tory, that
valour was unable to decide. Harold, making: -
afurious onfet at the head of his troops, againft-
the Norman heavy armed infantry, was thot
mto-the brain by an arrow ; and his two vali--
_ant brothers, Xghting by his fide, fhared the:
- famre:
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fame fate. ' He fell with his fword in his hand,
amidft heaps of {lain, and after the battle,
the royal corpfe could hardly be diftinguifhed

* among the dead. From the moment of his.

death, -the Englifh gave ground on every fide,
and were purfued with great flaughter. There
fell near fifteen thou%and of the Normans,

while the lofs on the fide of the vanquifhed was. ™ /

yet more confiderable, befides that of the king,,
and his two brothers. The next day, the dead
body of Harold was brought to William, and.
fent, without- ranfom to his mother. This.
battle was fought near Heathfield in Suffex,
where the town of Battle now ftands.

Thus died Harold, in defence of Englifln
liberty, againft the ufurpation of foreign powera
If we ‘except the injury he did to Edgar Athe-.
ling (which, it feems, was now viigited upon,
him) he was well qualified to wield the fceptre:
with reputation to himielf, and happinefs to
his fubje€ts. For he was humane, affable, in-.
telligent, and his generofity was equal to his.
extraordinary courage..

* This was the end of the Saxon monarchy
in England, which had continued for more-
than fix hundred- years. Before the times of -
Alfred, the kings. of this race feemed totally
immerfed in ignorance ; and aftet him, taken.
up with combating the fuperftition of: the.
monks, or blindly obeying it’s diétates. The
crown, during this period, was.neither wholly.
ele@tive, nor yet totally hereditary. As for
.thc laws and cuftoms of this race, they brought:
In many, long in pra&ice among their German:
anceftors ; but they adopted alfo many IES”{:

whic
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which they found among the Britons, or which
the Romans left behind them. They affumed,.
in imitation of thofe nations, the name of
Kings. Their noblemen afflumed names of
Roman authority, being termed Dukes or
Duces ; while the lower clafles of people, were.
bought and fold with the farms they culti=
vated ; an horrid cuftom, firft introduced by

the Grecks and Romans, and afterwards.
adopted by the countries they conquered.

Their canonlaws alfo, which otten controul--
ed the civil. authority, had primarily their

origin in Rome; and the priefts and monks:
who drew them up, had generally their edu--
cation there. We muft not, therefore, af-

cribe the laws and cuftoms which then pre--
vailed over England, entirely to Saxon origi-:
nal, as many of them were from the Britons.
and Romans. But now the Saxon monarchy

was no more, all cuftoms and laws, of what-
ever original, were caft into one common

mafs, and cemented by thofe of Norman in-
ftitution. The whole face of obligation was.
altered, and the new mafters inftituted new

modes of obedience. The laws were im—
proved ; but the tafte of the people for polite
learning, arts, and philofophy, for more than.
four hundred years after, were ftill to conti~
nue the fame.

CHAP.
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Wirriam the CONQUEROR.

OTHING could exceed the confterna-
tion of the Englifh upon the lofs of the
battle of Haftings; their kings flain, the
flower of their nobility cut off, and their
whole army difperfed or deftroyed.  Very
little remained, but fubmiffion te the vior],
and William, fenfible of their terrors, was
careful not to lofe the fruits of. viory by
delay. Accordingly, after a fhort refrefh-
ment of his army, he fet forward on the com-
%" pletion of his defign; and fitting down before
Dover, took it after a {light .refiftance, and
fortified it with frefh redoubts., He then ad-
vanced with quick marches towards London,
where his approach fpread new confufion.
The inhabitants for a time hefitated between
their terrors and their loyalty ; but, cafting
their eyes on every fide, they faw no per-
fon of valour or authority fufficient to fupport
‘them. Edgar Atheling,”was a weak prince,
without- courage or ambition; their ether
leaders were either deftroyed, or too remote
to affift them, The clergy, declared oper;_ly
()
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for a prince, whofe arms are blefled by the
holy fee, Nothing then remained, but
to acknowledge thofe claims which it was not
in their power to oppofe. As foon, therefore,
as William paflfed the Thames, at Walling-
ford, Stigand, the primate, made fubmif-
fions to him in the name of the clergy ; and,
before he came within fight of the city, all
the chief nobility, and Edgar Atheling him-
felf, came into his camp, and declared an in«
tention ‘of yielding to his authority. Wil-
liam was glad of being thus peaceably put in
pofleflion of a throne, which feveral of his
predeceflors had not gained without repeated
viftories, He therefore accepted the crown
upon the terms that were offered him, which
were, that he fhould govern according to the
cftablithed cuftoms of the country. Though
he had it in his power to di&ate his own con-
ditions, he chofe to have his ele&tion confi-
dered rather as a gift from his fubjeéts, than
a meafure extortéd by lim. He knew him-
felf to be a conqueror, but was willing to be
thought a legal king. :

In order to give his invafion all the fan&ion '

poffible, he was crowned at Weftminfter b
the archbithop of York, and took the oat
ufual in the times of the Saxon and Danifh
kings, which was, to defend the church, to

obferve the laws of the realm, and to govern -

the people with impartiality. Having thus
iiven all poffible fatigfadtion to the Englith,
is next care was, to reward the many brave
adventurers who had followed his fortunes.
He firft divided the lands of the Englifh
. ) barons

T B T
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barons who oppofed him among the Norman
barons; and fuch as he could neither fupply
with money nor lands, he appointed to the
vacant offices of the ftate. But, as there
were ftill numbers unprovided for, he quar-
tered them on the rich abbeys, until better
means offered. This, was but little refented
by the people, who were willing to fee their
own burthens lightencd, by having a part of
them laid upon fhoulders that were at that
time much better able to bear them.

But what gave them umbrage, was, to fea
him place all power in the hands of his own
countrymen. He difarmed the city of Lon<
don, and other places which were warlike and
populous, and quartered Norman foldiers inall
thofe places where he dreaded an infurre&ion.
Having thus fecured the government, and,
brought the Englith to an entire fubmiffiom,
he refolved to return to the continent, there
to enjoy the congratulation of his ancient
fubje&ts. § Having, therefore, no reafon to
apprehend any difturbance in his abfence, he

-left the regency with his brother Odo, bifhop

of Bayeux, and William Fitzofborne. To
fecure” himfelf yet farther, he refolved to
carry with him all the Englifh noblemen,
from whofe power or inclination he could ap-
prehend a revolt; and, pretending to take great
pleafure in their converfation, he fet fail with
his honourable captives for Nozmandy, where
he was received by hisgatural fubjeéts with a..
mixture of admiration™ and joy. He was foon
vifited by an ambaffador from the king of
France, “fent to congratulate his fuccefs.
, William

§ A. D. 1067.
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William, naturally fond of fplendour, Te-

ceived this embatly with great ftate and magni-
ficence, while his Englith courtiers, willing
to ingratiate themfclves' with their new fove-
reign, endeavoured to outfhine each other,
and made a difplay of riches which ftruck fo-
reigners with aftonifhment..

+ In the mean time, the abfence of the
Conqueror from England produced fatal ef-
fe&ts. His officers being no longer controlled
by his juftice, thought this a fit opportunity
for extortion; while the Englifh, no longer
awed by his prefence, thought it the happieft
-occafion for vindicating their freedom, The
two governors he had left, took all opportu-
pities of opprefling the people ; eithér defiring

to provoke them into rebellion, in order- ta -

profit by confifcations, or, in cafe they fub-
mitted tamely to their impofitions, to grow
rich without flaughter. The inhabitants of
Kent, who were more immediately expofed
to thefe outrages, having repeated their res
monftrances to no purpofe, at length had re-
courfe to Euftace, caunt of Boulogne, whe

" affifted them in ap attack upon the garrifon -
of Dover. But the Normans having repulfed

the affailants, took the nephew of count Euf-

tace prifoner. This mifcarriage did not de-

ter Edric the Forefter, who poilefled a con-
fiderable part of Salop and Herefordihire,
* from repelling the depredations.of the Nor-
mans, and, in his turn, wafting their pofief-
fions. But though théle open hottilities were
mot very confiderable, the difaffe@tion among

' the

4 A, D. 1063.
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the Englifh was general, and the people be-
gan too late to perceive, that ftrength will
ever give laws to juftice. A fecret confpi-
racy was_therefore formed -for deftroying all
; iadbeen’formerly

. William, being informed of thefe commo-
tions, haftened over to England, and arrived
time enough to prevent the exccution of this
bloody enterprize. The confpirators had ai-
ready taken the refolution, and fixed the day,
for their intended maflacre, which was to he
on Afh-Wednefday, during the time of di-
vine fervice, when all the Normans would be
unarmed, as penitents. But his prefence dif-
concerted all their fchemes. ‘Such of them
as had been more open in their mutiny, be-
trayed their guilt by flight; and this ferved
to confirm the accufation againft thofe who
remained.

From. that time-the king loft all confidence
in his Englifh fubje&ts, and regarded them as
irreconcileable enemies.. Having already raif-
ed fuch a number of fortrefles in the kingdom,
that he no longer dreaded the tranfient efforts
of a difcontented multitude ; he determined
to treat them as a conquered nation, to in-
dulge his own avarige, and that of his fol-
lewers, - by numerous confifcations, and to
{eccure his power by humbling all who were
ple to make any refiftance. The firft fignal
of his arbitrary power was manifefted in re-
gewing the odious tax of Danegelt, which
nad been abolithed by Edward the Confeffor.
This meafure produced remonftrances, com-
plaints
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plaints, and even infurretions, in different
parts of the kingdom ; but William, confci~
ous of his power, marched againft fuch as
were moft formidable, and foon compelled
them to implore mercy. In this manper the
inhabitants of Exeter and Corawall excited
his refentment and experienced his lenity. -
* Yet thefe infurretions were flight, com=~
pared to that in tke North, which feemed to
threaten the moft important confequences.
"This was excited by the intrigues of Edwin
and Morcar, the two moft powerful noblemen
-of the Englith race, who, joined by Blethim,
prince of North-Wales, Malcolm, king of
Scotland, and Sweyn, king of Denmark, re-
folved to make one terrible effort for the
recovery of their ancient liberties. But the
vigour of William deftroyed their projefts
before they were ripe for execution ; for ad-
vancing towards them at the head of a power-
ful army, by forced marches, the two earls
were fo intimidated, that, inftead of oppofing,
they had recourfe to the Conqueror’s clemen-
<y, by fubmiffion. He pardoned them with~
out farther hefitation, A peace which he
made with Malcolm, king of Scotland, Thort-
1y after, deprived them of all hopes of affift-
ance from without.

_ , were at that
time in a mol¥ ¢ ation. All the
miferies that infolence on one hand, and ha-
tred on the other; that tyranny and treafon,
fufpicion and affaffination, coqu bring upon
a people, were united. The Normans com-
mitted continual infults upon the Enghith, and
' thefe

? A. D. 10680 |
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thefe vainly fowght redrefs from their partial
maiters. Thus, legal punifhment being derti-
€d, they fought for private vengeance; and a
day feldom pafled, but the bodies of affaffina-
ted Normans were found in the woods and
highways. At length, the conquerors them-
felves began to wifh for the tranquility and
fecurity of their native country ; and feveral
of them, though entrufted with great com-
mands, defired to be difmifled the fervice. In
order to prevent thefe defertions, which Wil-
fiam highly refented, he was obliged to allure
others to ftay, by the largenefs of his bounties.

. Thefe brought on frefh” exations, and new

infurre&ions were the natural confequence.
|| The inhabitants of Northumberland, im-
patient of their yoke, attacked the Norman
garrifon in Durham, and taking advantage of
the governor’s negligence, put him, with {feven
hundred of his men, to the {word. The Nor-
man governor of York fhared the fame fate ;
. -and the infurgents, being reinforced by the
Danes, and {ome leaders from Scotland, at-
tacked the caftle, which was defended by a
garrifon of three thoufand men. Mallet, its
governor, that he might the better provide
for its defence, fet fire to fome houfes which
fay contiguous; but, the fire fpreading, the
whole city was, qujckly in flames. This pro-
ved the caufe of his defirution; for the
enraged inhabitants joining in the affault,
_entered the citadel {word in hand, and cut off -
the whole garrifon without mercy. This
gleam of fuccefs feemed to fpread a general
\ fpirit

4§ A. D. 1960,
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fpiritof infurreftion. The counties of Som-
erfet, Dorfet, Cornwall, and Devon, united
in the commen caufe, and determined to make
ene great effort for freedom. '

William aflembled his forces, and ied them
towards Northumberland, f{wearing he would
not leave a foul alive there. Wherever he
appeared, the infurgents either fubmitted or
retired. The Danes were kired to return into
Denmark. Waltheoff, who long defended
York caftle, fubmitted to the vicor’s clemen-
cy, and was taken into favour. Edric, another
nobleman, who commanded the Northumbri-
ans, made his fubmiffion, and obtained pardon,
while the reft difperied themfelves, and left
the Normans undifputed mafters of the king-
dom. Edgar Atheling, who had been drawn
among the reft into thrs infurreétion, fought.a
retreat in Scotland. There he continued, till
by proper folicitation, he was again taken into
favour, by the king. From-that time he re-
mained in England in a private ftation, con-

tent with opulence and fecurity ; perhaps as:

happy, though not fo fplendid, asifhe had
fucceeded in the career of his ambition.
William now refolved to throw off all ap-
pearance of lenity. His firft ftep was, to
order the county of Northumberland to be
. laid wafte, the houfes to be burned, the inftru-
ments of hufbandry to be deftroyed, and the
inhabitants to feck new habitations. By this
order, it 1s faidy that above on¢ hundred thou-
fand perfons perifhed, either by the fword or
famine, and ‘the country is fuppofed, -even at"
this .day, to bear the marks of its ancient"
: depo-
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depopulation. * He next proceeded to con- -
fifcate all the eftates -of the Englith. gentry, -
and to grant themto his Norman followers.
"Thus, all the antient and honourable families -
were reduced to beggary, and the. Englith
were entirely- excluded from every road either
6 honour or preferment. They had the cru- -
‘¢l mortification tofind, thatall his power only
tended to their depreffion, and that the fcheme
of their fubje@tion was attended with every
circumftance of infult and indignity. And
-now all perfons whatever throughoutthe land, -

- ‘Were obliged on pain of death, ‘to put out their
fires and candles.at eight in the evening, on.
the ringing of the curfew [couvre Seu] bell,

He was net yet, however, fufficiently ar-
bitrary to change all the laws, for thofe of-
his own country. He only made feveral.
arnovations, .and ordered the law-pleas in-
the feveral courts to be made in the Norman.
language. Yet, with all his endeavours to-
make the French the popular {anguage, - the
Englifh fill gained ground; and what de-
ferves .remark, it had adopted much mare of
the French idiom for two or three reigns be-.
fore,, than during the whole line of the Nar-.
man Kings fucceding, :
. The feudal law had been before introduced
mto England by the Saxons, but this monarch-
reformed it, according to that of his native
dominions, He divided all the lands of Eng-
land, except the royal demefne, into baronies,
and conferred thofe wpon certain military

A’oncrlitions, on the moft confiderable of his -

Vol. I, F fol«
* A- Do ‘107'00



86° HISTORY. OF ENGLAND.

followers. Thefe had a power.of fharing :
their grants to inferior tenants, who were

denominated Knights, or vaffals, and who

paid their lord the fame duty that he paid the
fovereign. To the firft clafs of thefe baronies. -
the Englifh were not admitted ; and the few

who were permitted ftill to retain their landed
property, were content to be received in the

fecond. The Barons exercifed all kinds of -
jurifdiftion within their. owa manors, and

held courts in which they adminiftered juftice

to their own vaflals. This law extended not

only to the laity, but alfo to the bifhops and

clergy. ‘They had ufurped a power, during

the Saxon fucceffion, of being governed with-

in themfelves ; but William reftrained them

to the exercife of their ecclefiaftical power -
only, and fubmitted them to the fame duties . .

with their fellow-fubje&ts. ‘This they regar-
- ded as a grievous impofition ; bat the king’s
authority was eftablifhed -by a power' that.
neither the clergy nor the pope .could refift.

But, to. keep the clergy as much as poffible.
in his interefts, he appointed none but his

own countrymen to church-dignities, and

even difplaced Stigand, archbifhop of Canter-

bury, upon fome frivolous pretences.

~ While he thus was employed -in humbling
the clergy, he was. nolefs folicitous to reprets

many fuperftitious pralices. He .abohifhed:
trials by ordeal and camp-fight : the ordeal tri~

al, which had been originally of pagan infti-

tution, and was ftill held in veneration by.
the Saxon chriftians, was either by fire or

water. It was ufed in criminal cafes, where

the fufpicions were ftrong, but the proofs not

) : cvident.
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tvident. In that of fire, the perfon accufed
was brought into an open plain, and feveral
plough-fhares, heated red-hot, were placed at
unequal intervals before himy over thefe he
was to walk blindfold, and if he efcaped un-
hurt, he was acquitted of the charge. In the
trial by watet, the perfon accufed was thrown,
bound hand and foot, inte thc water: if he
funk, he was declared innocent ; if he fwam,
he was executed as being miraculoufly con-
vited. The trial by camp-fight was per~
formed by fingle combat, in lifts appointed
for that purpofe, between the accufer and the
accufed. He that, in. fuch a cafe, came off
vitorious, was deemed inmotent; and he
that was conquered, if he furvived his antag-
onift’s refentment in the field was fure to fuf-
fer as a malefaltor. Both thefe trials- Wil-
liam abolifhed, as unchriftian and unjuft;
and he reduced all caufes te the judgment of
twelve men, of a rank nearly equal to that of
the prifoner. This method of trial, by jury,
was commen to the Saxons, as well as the
Normans, long before ; but it was now con-
firmed by him, with all the fanion of un-
difputed authority. -
¥ While William was thus employed, in
rewarding his affociates, punifhing the refrac-
tory, an§ giving laws for the benefit of all, he
was threatened with an infurre&ion in his do-
minions on the continent, whick his prefence
was neceflary to fapprefs. Unwilling, howe-
ver, to draw off his Norman. forces from
England, he carried over an army, compofed
almoft ‘entirely of Englifh ; and, by thofe
F 2 : brave

* A D 1071,
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brave troops, he foon reduced the revolters te
fubmiffion. Thus we fee a whimfical vicif-
fitude of fortune ; the inhabitants of Nor-
.mandy brought over for the conqueft.of the
Englith, and the Englifh fent back to con-
-quer the Normans. However, William had
not much time to cnjoy his fuccefs ; for ac- .
counts were quickly brought him from Eng-
land, that.a new confpiracy was formed, fup-
.‘ported by the joint efforts of the Normans as
well as ‘the Englifh. The adventurers whe
had followed the fortuncs of William into
England, had been bred in authority and
independence at home, and were ill able to
.endure the ‘abfolute authority which this mo-
narch had for fome time affumed. § The .
.difcontents were become general among thefe
haughty nobles, and fome wanted only his
-abfence to break out into open rebellion.
Among the number was Roger, earl of Here-
ford, fon and heir to Fitzofborne, who had
been the king’s principal favourite. This
nobleman had folicited William’s confent to
permit the marriage of his fifter with Ralph
.de Guader, earl of Norfolk ; but he was flatly .
refufed. Neverthelefs, he proceeded to fo-
lemnize the nuptials with great magnificencé,
affernbling all his friends, and thofe of Gua- .
der upon the occafion.  As the parents of the
new married couple were well acquainted .
with the charalter of Williani, whofe re-
«fentment they had every reafan to dread, they -
‘took the opportunity, while the company
was heated with wine,  to introduce thatas.a |
fulje& of coaverfation. They inveighed
- . B “againft

1 .A. D. 1073,
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againft the feverity of his governmentj they
affeited to commiferate the Englith, whom
he had reduced to’ beggary; and aggravated
‘the defeftsin his difpofition, which they re-
prefented as haughty and unforgiving. The
guefts were ready at any time to concur in
their complaints ; but now, warmed by the
jollity of the entertainment, they put no
- bounds to their zeal. They unanimoufly en~
tered into a confpiracy to fliake off his yoke ;
and earl Waltheoff himfelf, whom we have
already feen pardoned upon-a former infur-
re€tion, was among the foremoft.on this occa-
fion. But it was not without the greateft -
anxiety, that he refle€ted in his cooler inter-
~vals upon an engagement made in the ardour
of intoxication.. He confefled the ahole
confpiracy to- Lanfranc, who exhorted him,,
by all means to reveal it.to the king.; which.
he did. - William cooly thanked him, but fe--
cretly refolved to punifh him,. )

Duaring this interval, the confpirators being.
informed that Waltheoff was gone to Nor--
‘mandy, concluded that their defigns were
betrayed, and flew to arms' before their
fchemes- were ripe for-execution. The earl
of Hereford was checked by Walter de Lacy,.
a great Daron in the king’s intereft. The
earl of Norfolk was defeated by Odo, the
King’s brother; and the prifoners who were
taken had each the right foot cut off. || The
earl himfelf” retired to- Denmark ;. fo that
William, upon his arrival in England, found
“ that nothing remained for him to do, but to-:
punifh the criminals, which was - performed
N '3 with

HA.D. 1074
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with unufual feverity. Many of the rebels
were hanged, fome gxad their eyes put out,
and others their hands cut off. The unfortu-
nate Waltheoff, notwitbftanding his early coa-.
feflion, found no mercy. He was rich, and
he was an Englithman, twe faults that ag-
gravated his guilt ; he was accordingly § tried,
condemned, and executed. -Having thus
re-cftablifhed the peace of his government,,
and extinguithed the laft embers of rebellion.
with blood, William returned once more to

. the continent, in order to purfue Guader,
"who, efcaping from England, had taken re-
fuge with the count of Bretagne.. Finding:

him however too powerfully proteéted by that
prince,. inftead of profecuting his vengeance,
he x‘vifel‘y came to a treaty with the count, in.

“which Guader was included.

+ William, having thus fecured the peace
of his dominions, now expeéted - reft from his

“labours ; and finding none either willing or
-able to oppofe him, he hoped that the end of
_his reign would be marked with profperity:

and peacé. But fuch is the blindnefs of hu-

“man hope, that he found .enemies where he

leaft expefed them, and fuch too as ferved to-
embitter all the latter part of his life. His.

- Iaft troubles were excited by his own children,

from the oppafing of whem he ceuld expe&t:
neither glory nor gain. He had four fons,
Robert, ﬁichard,‘ William, and Henry, be-.
fides feveral daughters. Robert, his "eldeft
fon, was a.prince who inherited all the bra-
very of his family, but was rather bold
than prudent. Earneft after fame, and im=

- patient that his father fhould ftand in the

Way,
PN
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way, he afpired at independence. He had
formerly been promifed by his father the go~
vernment of Maire, a province of France,

. which had fubmitted to Williamj, and was

alfo declared fucceffor to the dukedom of Nor-

-mandy. However, when he came to demand
- the execution of thefe engagements, he recei-

ved an abfolute denial; the king fhrewdly

. obferving, that it was not his cuftom: to throw
- off his cloaths till. he went -to bed. Robert -
- openly declared his refentment, and was often

heard to exprefs his jealoufy of his two fur-

- viving brothers, William and Henry, for
- Richard was killed, in hunting, by a ftag.
. Thefe, by greater affiduity, had wrought

upon -the affe&ions of the king, and confe-
quently were the more obnoxious to Robert.
A mind; fo well prepared for-refentment,

- foonh ‘found, or ‘made 2 caufe for an open:
- rupture. .‘Fhe princes were one day ‘in fport

together, and, in the-idle petulance of play,
took it in their head to throw water upon
their elder ‘brother :as -he paffed through the

-caurt. ‘Robert, quickly turned:this idle fro-
- Hic into a Ttudied 1ndignity ;> and havingithefe
- jealoufies farther enflamed- by ene of his fa—
. vourites, drew his fword, and ran up ftairs to
. take revenge. The whole caftle-was quickly

filled with_tumult, and it was not without
fome difficulty, .that the king himfelf was:
able to appeafe it. - But he cbuld nét allay
the animofity, which from that moment, pre~

- vailed in his family. "Robert, attended by

feveral of his confederates; withdrew to Rou~
en that very night, hoping to furprize the

-caftle; but his defign was defeated by the:

governor,

Fg The
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-+ The flame being thus kindled, the popa-

la.r charaer of the prince, and a fympathy. of
. manners, -engaged aH the young nebility. of

Normandy and. Maine, as wel as of Anjou

_-and Brittany, to efpoufe his. quarrel; even
* -his ‘mother, fupported him by fecret remit-
.. tances, and-aided him in this obftinate refift-

[

ance. ' This unnatural conteft continued for

feveral years to enflame the Norman ftate ;.

arid William was at laft obliged to have .re-

-courfe to' England for fupporting his. authority
. .againft his fon.  Accordingly, drawing: an

army of Englithmen together, he - led them

- ever inte Normandy, where he .foon compel~
- ted Robert and his adherents to quit the field,
- and he was. quickly reinftated in aH his domi-
- nions. ~As for Rabert, being no.longer able
.to refift his father, he was. obliged to take
- fhelter in the caftle of Gerberoy, which the
. king of France had provided for him, where

he was fhortly after befieged by his father..

- As.the garrifon. was ftrong, and cenfcious of
© guilt, they made a gallant defence ; and many
- were the fkirmithes that were fought under its.

walls. 'In one of ‘thefe, the king and hisfon be-

- ing both concealed by their helmets, attacked
- each/other with. mutual fury. A fierce and
“dreadful combat enfued, till atlaft the young:
. ptince wounded his father in the arm, and

“thréw Him from his horfe. . The next blaw

would, in all probability, have put an end to

.- the king’s life, had not he cried out. Robert
“ immediitely recolle€ted his.father’s voice,.and

d

“‘frdng with™ a cenfcioufnefs of Lis crime, he

;feapccl from his ‘borfe, and .la:i{bd the :tjayﬂ‘
R ‘monarsh
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" monarch from thé ground. He then proftrat-

_ ed himfelf ir his prefence, and craved pardon

fot his offences, promifing, for the future, a

firi& adherence to his duty.” “The refent-

“ment harboured by the king was not fo eafily
" appeafed. . Inftead of pardoning his fon, hc
 gave him his maledi@iofi, and departed for his

own'camp-on Robert’s horfe, which the prince
kad” affifted him' to mount. However, the
candué of the fon’ ferved, after fome recol-
Ieftion to appeafe the Father.- § As foon as
Willlam was 'returned to Rouen, he became
reconciled to ‘Robert; and carried him with
him*jnto England, where he was fuccefsfully

€mployed in retaliating an invafion of Mal--

“¢dlm king of Scotltand:. —
) ! 3'William'- being thus freed from foreign-
an

domeftic - enémies, now had leifure for

“the duties of peace:  For this purpofe_the

Doomf-day Book was.compiled by his order,

in the kingdom ;. their extent in each diftri&t;

~ their proprictors, tenures, value, the quantity

of meadow, pafture, wood, and. arable land,
whiclr they contained ;. and in fome ‘counties,
the number -of tenants, cottagers, and peoplc

This detail enabled him to reguldte the taxa-
tions infuch a manner, that all the inhabitants

~ bore their: duties in ‘proportion to their abi-

lities.

He was ‘no léfs careful 'of ‘the ‘methods of
faving moncy, than of accumalation. He re-

ferved a- very ample revenue for the. crown;

§ A. Dl.1080... }°A. D. 1081..
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 which con'tains a general furvey of all the lands -

~ of fil" dénominations; who lived upon -theni. .

* and, inthegeneral diftribution of tand among
o : Fgs. his-
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his followers, he kept pofleflion of no Tefs
than fourteen ‘hundred manors in different
parts of the counfry. Such was his.income,
“that it is juftly faid to have exceeded that of
any 'En%lzifh rince either before or fince his:
time, No king of England was ever fo opu-
lent; nene fo-able to fupportthe magnificence:
'of a court ; none had fo many places of truft
* 3nd profit to beftow ; and none, confequently,.
_had gl;s commands attended with fuch impli~
€it obedience., - .
"There was one pleafure to.which William,,
as well as all the Normans and ancient Saxons:
‘was addi&ted, which was hunting.. To in-
dulge this in its utmoft extent, he depopulated:
the county of Hampfhire for thirty miles,,
deftroying with thirty-fix churches, all the-
‘villages, and making the wretched out-cafts:
no compenfation for fuch an injury. In the
time of the Saxon kings, all noblemen with-.
out diftin&ion had a right to-hunt i the royak
forefts ; but Willtam appropriated all' thefe,.
and publifthed fevere laws to prohibit his fub-.
- Je&s from encroaching on. this part of his pre-.
‘rogative. The killing of a deer, aboar, oreven
an hare, was punifhed with the. lofs of the-
delinquent’s eyes ; at a time, when the killing:

of a'man might be atoned for by paying a

moderate fine,
" As the king’s wealth and power were fo:
great, it may be eafily fuppofed, that the
riches of his minifters were in proportion.
Thofe of his brother Odo, bifhop of Bayeux,
were fo great, thathe refolved tq purchafe the
Papacy,  For this purpofe, taking the oppor-
’ ' tunity
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__tunity of William’s abfence he -equipped a
~ veflel, on board of ‘which he fent immeafe
 treafures, and prepared .for his embarkation,.
. but was detained by contrary winds. . In the.
~mean time, William having had intimation.
of his defign, refolved to prevent the expor--
tation of fo much wealth: from his dominions..
Accardingly returning from Normandy, whare
he was' then employed, -he came into England
at the inftant ‘his brother was ftcpping on:
board, and immediately ordered him to be-
made a prifoner. His attendants, however,.
relpe&ing the immunitiesof the church, fcrup-
led to-execute his commands ;. fo that the'king:
himfelf was obliged with his own hand to feize-
‘him.. @do, appealed to the Pope ;. who, he-

alledged, was- the only perfon upon earth to:
try a_ bifhop.. To this the king replied, that
. he did not (gize him as bifhop of Bayeux, but.
as earl of Kent ; and inthat capacity he ex--
pe&ted, and would have an account of - his ad-:
‘miniftration.. He was, therefore fent prifo-
ner into Normandy; and notwithftanding;
‘all the. threats of Gregory, was detained in:
cuftody during the temainder. of. William’s:
reign. o .
: 2 William had fcarcely.put an end to this:
tranfadtion, when he felt a fevere blow in the
death of Matilda,_his queen ;. and, as misfor—
tunes generally come together; he received -
_information of a generalinfurre@ion inMaine,.
the nobility. of which had been always averfe
to the Norman government. . Upon his arri--
val on the continent, .he found, that the in--
furgents_had been excited by the king of.
‘”"“ F 6 ) F.l'ance’y

N A,'.‘D;' 1084,
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France, 'whofe policy confifted in thus leflen—
ing the Norman power. Williani’s difplea~—
fure was not a little encreafed, by the account
he received of fome railleries whieh that mo--
narch had thrown out againft him. It feems;.
that William, who was become corpulent;
kad been detained in bed fome time by fick-
nefs; and Philip was heard to fay, that he:
only lay in of a big belly. This fo provoked
- the Englith monarch; thathe fent him word;,
he would foon be up, and would at kis church -

‘ing prefent fuch a number of tapers, as would.
fet the kingdom of France in a flame. .4

Inorder to perform this promife, he levied:
a ftrong army, and entering the ifle of France;

-deftroyed and burned all the "heufes- without
eppofition.. He took the town of Mante,
which he reduced to afthes. Before the flames
were extinguifhed he entered the town., Bue,
his horfe-chancing to place his fore-feet om
fome hot afhes, (remarkable Providence !}
plunged fo violently, that the rider was thrown.
forward, and bruifed upon the pummel of the
faddle to fuch a degree, that he was obliged.
to return te Rouen. Finding his illnefs en-
creafe, and being fenfible of the approach of”
death, he began to turn his e%::s-to a future:

- ftate.  He was now ftruck with remorfe for-
all his cruelties ; he endeavoured te atone forr
his former offences, by large prefents to-
churches and monafteries, and by giving H~
berty to many prifoners whom be unjuftly de-.
tained. - He was’ even prevailed on, though
not without reluétance, to confent, with his
dying breath,.to the deliverance of his.bro,.
ther Odo. He then bequeathed Normandy

: . . A L Al
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WILLIAM I 9p
and Le Maine to his eldeft fon Robert, to:
Henry, he left five thoufand pounds, and hia.
mother’s jointure, witheut the {malleft terri-.
tory ; and though he would not pretend to:
eftablith the facceffion of the crown of Eng-
hand, to'which he now began ‘to perccive he
had no title, he exprefled his wifh that it
might devolve to his fivourite fon William,.
whom le immediately difpatched with letters
to, the archbifhop of Canterbury. Having:

“thus regufated his ‘temporal affairs, he was.

conveyed inr “a litter to a little village near
Rouen, where he might fettle the concerns of
his fout without interruption.. It was there
that he died, in the fixty-firft year of his age,
afterhaving reigned' fifty -twa in Normandy,
and twenty-one- in Engfand. His principal
officersabandoned liim, before he expired, and.
his. fervants plundered whatever came in their-
way.. 'His body was interred in the church at
Caen, which he himfelf Had founded ; bue
his interment was attended with a remarkable-
circumftance.. Asthe body was' carrying to-
the grave, the prelates and priefts attending:
with the moft awful filence, a man, who-
ftood upon an eminence, was heard to cry out:
with a loud voice, andto forbid the interment:
of the body, in a fpot that Kad been unjuftly:
feized by the conqueror. That very place,,
cried the man, is the area- of my father’s.
Youfe; and F now fummon:the departed foul;
before the divine tribunal to-do- me juftice,,
and to atone for that oppreflion.  The bifhops.
and attendants. were ftruck; they enquired:
o the truth- of his. charge, and finding it;
uft, aﬁt’eed to- fatisfy him for the damages he'
ad:fuftained, '
. William
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William was-a prince of great courage and

«capacity : but ambitious, vain, politic,.cruel,.

vinditive, covetous, and rapacieus. Though

-fudden-and impetuous- in his enterprizes, he.

was cool, deliberate, and indefatigable in:
times-of danger.  He is faid, by the Norman.
writers, to be above eight feet high, his-body.
ftrong built, and well proportioned,. and his
ftrength fuch, that none of his courtiers could-
draw his bow. He talked little;. he was-
feldom affable to any, except to ‘Lanfranc,
archbifthop of Canterbury ;, with him he was
ever meck and gentle ;- ‘with all others, ftern
and auftere.. hough- he rendered himdfelf
formidable to all, an§ odious to many,. yet he
had policy fufficient to- tranfmit his power to-
his pofterity, and the throne is ftill. occupied-
by his defcendents.. '

A
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A %
CHAP VI °

'WILLIAM RUFUS. ¢

ILLIAM, furnamed Rurus, from the
colour of his hair, had no fooner re~
eeived the late king’s letter to Lanfranc, in.
his favour, than he haftened to take meafures
for fecuring himfelf on the throne. Arriv-
ing, therefore, before the news of William’s.
death had reached England, his firft care was,.
to take pofleflion of the treafure left by the
king at Winchefter, which amounted to the
fum of fixty thoufand pounds.. He then ad-
drefled the primate, who had always confi--
dered him with aneye of peculiar affeftion ;
and who inftantly praceeded to his’coronation..
At the fame time Robert, who had been ap-. -
pointed fucceffor to Narmandy, took peace--
able pofleflion of that government; where his-
]écrfonwas«loved, and his acceffion long de--
red.. . .
In the beginning of William' the Second’s.
reign, the Englith beganto think they had
‘hitherto miftgken this prince’s charaéter, who- -
had appeared to-them rude and brutal. He:
' - S © fecimed

+ A. D, ro87.
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feemed to pay the utmoft regard to the coun--
+» cils of - Lanfranc, -the- primiate; which’ ‘wére
mild and gentle, and conftantly calculated for -
the benefit of the nation. Neverthelefs, the-
Norman barons, imagined that- he kept his.
difpofition under an unnatural reftraint, and-
that he only waited an.opportunity for throw--
ing off the matk when his power fliould be.-
citablifhed.. They eagerly defired Robert to.
reign over them. Robert was open, gene--
rous, and humane; he carried his. facility to-
an excefs, as he could fcarcely give any of’
“his adherents the mortification of a refufal..
But this was a quality no way difagreeable
to thofe- who expe&ted to build on the eafy:
pliancy of his temper.. A. powerful conipi--
racy. was therefore carried on again'{’c;.William 3.
and Oda, the late King’s brother, undertok.
to conduét it to maturity. T
* William, 'fenfible of the danger-endeavour--
ed to gain the affe&ions of the native Englifh,.
whom he prevailed upon, by promifes of good
treatment, and preference in tfie diftribation.

| ‘pretenfions. ‘In’ the ‘mean- time, Odo had
“writted to Robert an accaunt of the. confpirdcy

in his favour, urging him to ufe di{'péx'té{'
exciting him, by. the-greatnefs of the ddnger,
and the fplendor of "the reward. Robert gave
‘lim affurance ‘of fpeedy affiftance; but his
indolence was not to be excited by diftant ex~
peQations.. Inftead of employing his* money
1D

A

'] "of his. favours, to-¢{poufe his. interefts.. He
*was foon therefore. in the field ;. and, at the-

g "head’'of a numerous army, fhewed himfelf in.

£ “readinefs to oppofé all who fhould difpute’ his.

1, and

|
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_inlevies, to fupport his friends in England,

-he fquandered 1t away in idle expences, till

- the opportunity was loft ; while William ex-

erted himfelf with incredible a&ivity, o dif-

Aipate the confederacy before he could arrive.

_ Nor was this difficult to effeét : the confpira-

-~

tors had, in confequence of Robert’s afluran-

.ces, taken pofleflion of fome fortrefles; but

the appearance of the king foon reduced them

- to jmplore for mercy. ' He granted them their

lives, but confifcated all their eftates, and ba-

- nifhed them the kingdem..

~* William, thus fixed in the peaceable pof~
feflion of the kingdom, fhewed the firft in-

_ftance of bis perverfe inclinations, in his in-
_gratitude to the Englifh, who had fecured him.

on the throne. ‘T'he  death of Lanfranc,

‘which ‘followed fhortly- after, took off all re~
- ftraint,” and his mind now appeared in its na-

tural deformity. He ordered:a new furvey to

* be taken of all'the lands-of the kingdom; and

- wherever he found them undervalued in the
Doom’s-day book, he raifed the proportion

of taxes accordingly. Even the privileges of

- the church, he little regarded : he feized  the

vacant bifhopricks, and openly put to fale fe~
veral abbies. + Soon after, he appeared in

-Normandy, at the head of a numerous army ;

but the nobility, on both fides, -ftrongly con-
nefted by intereft and alliances, brought on

- an accommodatien. Among: other articles of

this treaty, it was agreed, that, in cafe either
of the brothers thould die without iffue, the
furvivor thould inherit ‘all his dominions. Tt

. ®as;in vain'that Henry, the other brother,

. rembh~ |

P * A\ Dl. l°89 "’ A-, Do_ 1090-_
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remonftrated againft this a& of injuftice ; it
was in vain that he took arms, and defended
a little fortrefs, on the coaft of Normandy,
for fome time, againft their united affaults.
He was at laft obliged to furrender; and, be-
ing defpoiled of even the fmall patrimony that
was left him, he wandered abeut for fome
years, with a few attendants, and was ofte
reduced to great poverty. ' S
It was in befieging this fortrefs, that a cir-
« camftance or  two have been related, whick
ferve to mark the charater of the two bro-
thers. As William was taking the air one
. day on horfeback, at fome diftance fromi the
camp, he perceived two horfemen riding out
* from the cafle, who fobon came up and -at-
tacked him.. In the wéry firft encounter, the
-'king’s hotfe being killed, lay upen him,in fuch
-2 manner; that he eould not difengage himfct.
His antagonift, while he remained in this fitu-
ation, lifted up his arm to difpatch him ;
when ‘William exclaimed, in a menacing tone,
¢¢ Hold; villain, Iam the king ef England.”
" The two foldiers were -immediately feized
with veneration ; and, helping him up, accom-~
- :modated him with-one of their horfes. - Wil-
liam was not ungrateful for this férvice ; he
- mounted the horfe, and ordering the foldier
to follow, ‘took him -into his fervice, Soon
- after, Roberthad an occafion to fhow ftill grea-
" ter-generofity ; for, hearing that the garrifon
- was in great diftrefs for want of water, he not
enly ordered that Henry thoukl be permitted
- to fupply himfelf, but alfo fent him fome pipes
~-of wine for his own table. Rufus did not ap-
proxe of this ill-timed generofity ; but Robe;t
L anl>
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anfwered his remonftrances by faying, ¢ Shalt
we fuffer our brother to die with thirft! Where
thall we find another when he is gone "

* The next year Malcolm invaded Nor-
thumberland, and befieged Alnwick, till it was
reduced to great extremity. Morel, the Go-
vernor, then defired a capitulation : And on

-pretence of . prefenting the keys to Malcolm
on the point of a fpear, ran it into his eye; and
killed him on the fpot ; on which his whole
army fled.. . = : .

I A new breach was made fome time after
between the brothers, in which Rufus found

" means to encroach ftill further upon Robert’s

i Eoﬂ'eﬂions_. An incurfion from the Weleh

- filled the country, of England with alarm ; -but

.they wete quickly repelled. ¥ A confpiracy of
the Norman barons in Engtand followed ;. but
their {chemes were fruftrated. Robert Mow-
bray, earl of Northumberland, who was at
the head of this plot, was.thrown into prifon,
Where he died, after thirty years confinement.
The count Eu, another confpirator, ‘denying
the charge, fought with his acqufer, in prefence
of the court, at Windfor, -and being worfted

-in.the combat, was condemned.to-be caftrated,.
and to have his eyes put out. Every confpi-
racy, thus dete&ed, ferved to enrich the king,
who took care to apply to his own afe thole
treafures that had been amafled for the purpofe
- of dethroning him. .

~But the memory of thefe tranfient breils,
was now totally eclipfed by one of the moft

_Boted enterprizes that ever excited the atten-
tion of mankind. I mean the Crufades, which

: were

2A.D. 1092. | A. Do regg. § A, D. 1094,
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" were now firft projefted. Peter the Hetrtit,
‘a native of. Amiens, in Picardy, was a mani'bf
~ great zeal, courage, and piety. - He had made
- a pilgrimage to the holy fepulchre at Jerufa-
' lem, and beheld the manner in which tle
‘Chriftians were there treated by the Infideks.
.- Upon his return, he entertained the defign of
: reftoring to the Chriftians the land where their
. religion was firft propagated. He firft propo=
- fed his views-to ‘Martin I1. at that time pope
who permitted, rather than affifted, this bd
- enthufialt.’ § Peter, therefore, warmed with
a zeal that knew no bounds, began to excite
‘the princes of Chriftendom to the recovery o
* the- Holy-land. Bare-headed, and bare-footed,
- he travelled from court to-court, pteathing
-as he went, ‘and inflaming the zeal of ev.
rank of people. The fame of this defign
- being thus- diffufed, ' prelates,” nobles, and
© princes, ¢oncurred in feconding it; and, at'a
- council held at Clermont, where the ' pope
- him{elf exhorted to the undertaking, the whale
affembly cried out with one voice, It is the
will of God.' From that time, nothing was.
- feen but an univerfal migration of the weftern.
-'nations- into the -eaft ; men of all ranks flew
“toarms; and bore the fign of the crofs upon-
. their right fhoulder, asa mark of theirdevo-
tion to the caufe: ' In the midft of this univér--
i : fal ardour,-men were not entirely forgetful of’
their temporal interefts; for fome, hopinga-
- more magnificent fettlement in the foft regions:
of Afia, fold their European- propetty " for
- whatever-they could obtain, contented with
receiving any thing for‘what they: wer€ prede-
: termined:

[N
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-




WILLIAM IL - 108
termined to. relinquifh. .- Among the princes -

who felt this general {pirit of enterprize, was
Robert, duke of Normandy. The Crufade
was, entirely adapted to. his inclinations, and
his.circumftances.; he,was.brave, zealous, co~
vetous «of glory, -harrafled by infurreions,
and, what was more than all, fond. of change.
_ In,order to fupply money to defray the char-
ges of fo expenfive an undertaking, he offered
to mortgage, his dukedom of Normandy to his

brother Rufus, for a ftipulated fum of money.

This fum, which was no greater than ten
thoufand marks, was readily promifed by Ru-
fus. . He was no.way folicitous about raifing
the money, as he knew the riches of his clergy.
From them,. therefore, he forced the whale 3
and thus-equipping his brother for his roman-=
tic expedition, he, ‘more wifely, and fafely,
took: peaceable pofleffion, of . :his dukedom -at
home. R S
..+ In this manner was Normandy once more

united to England ; and from this union, af-"

ifrward's,' arofe .thofe numerous wars with.
rance, which, for whole centuries continued:
to depopulate both nations, without encreafing
the power of either. However, Rufus was
not a - little pleafed with this acquifition ; he
- made a voyage to his new dominion, and took:

pofleffion of it, agcording to agreement. -But,. -

though Maine and Normandy. greatly encrea-

fed the king’s territories, they -added but little -

to his real power, as his new fubjeéts were

compofed of men of independent {pirits, more.

teady to. difpute than obey his commands.
Many were the revolts and infurre®ions
: ) which

YN

+ A. D v1096.
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which he ‘was obliged to quell in perfon; and °
ne fooner was one confpiracy fupprefled, than
another arofe. '
In the midft of thefe foreign troubles, he
found himfeif involved in a difagreeable quar~
rel with Anfelm, archbifhop of Canterbury, a-
prelate of an haughty difpofition, and extreme-
ly tenacious of the rights of the church,
There was at that time a {chifm in the church,
between Urban and Clement, who both pre-"
tended to the papacy ; and Anfelm, who had
already ackniowledged Urban, was determined
without the king’s confent, to introduce his "
authority into England. 'William, who, imi-
tating his father's example, had prohibited his -
fubje&ts from recognizing any pope whom he
had net previoufly approved, was enraged ‘at
Anfelm’s pretenfions. A fynod was fummon- -
ed at Rockingham, for depofing the prelate ;-
but, inftead of obeying the king, the members
of it declared, that none but the pope could
infli® a cenfure on their primate. To this
was foon added a frefh offenicé. Anfelm being
required to furnifh his quota of foldiers, for
an expedition againft the Welfh, relutantly
complied ; but he fent them fo ill équipped,
that&ufus threatened him with a profecution.
As the refentments on both fides were encrea-
fed, their mutual demands were raifed in pro-
portion, till' at length their anger proceeded
to recrimination ; and Anfelm, finding it dan-
gerous £0 remain in the kingdom, defired per-
miffion to retire to Rome.  This requeft the
king very readily complied with ; but he or-
dered all his temporalities to be confifcated,’
and altually kept pofleflion of them the re-
maining part of his life, -
This
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This open infringement of .what were then
confidered as rights of the church, ferved to -
unite the pope, as well as all the ecclefiaftics
of his own dominions, againft him. Urban -
even menaced him with excommunication ;
but he was too earneftly engaged in the cru-
fade, to attend to any other bufinefs. Rufus, -
therefore, little regarded thofe cenfures, which
he found were ineffe€tual. - - About this time
he repaired London-bridge, and built Weft-
minfter-hall, 270 feet long and %4 broad.
The next year (1099) a great inundation on
the coaft of Kent, covered the lands formerly
belonging to Earl Gedwin, and made the God-
win-~fands. ~ In the fame year, Jerufalem was
taken by the Crufaders, and forty thoufand
Saracens put to the fword.

+ He proceeded, only intent upon extend-
ing his dominions, either by purchafe or con-
queft. The earl of Poiftiers and Guienne,
enflamed with a defire of going upon the cru-
fade, had gathered an immenfe multitude for
that expedition, but wanted money to forward
his. preparations. He had recourfe, therefore
to Rufus; and offered to mortgage all his
dominions. The king accepted this offer with -
his ufual avidity; and had pre&ared a fleet,
and an army, in order to take pofieflion of the
rich provinces configned tohis truft. Buta®
providential event put an end to all his ambi~.
tious. projeéts. His favourite amufement was
hunting. The New. Foreft was generally the
fcene of his fport; and there he ufually fpent
thofe hours which were not employed in bufi-
nefs of a more. ferious nature.  One day, }::s

‘ ‘ °

"~} A.D. 1100,
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he was mounting his horfe, in order g take
his cuftomary amufement, he was ftopped:by
a monk, who warned him, from fome dream¥,

he had the night before, to abftain from that .

day’s diverfion. Rufus, fmiling at his fuper-
ftition, ordered him to be paid for his zeal,
but defired him to have more favourable .
dreams for the futures Thus, fetting forward -
he began the chafe,  attended by Sir Walter -
Tyrrel, a French knight, famous for archery.
"Towards fun-fet, they found themfelves fepa- -

rated from the reft of their retinue ; and the
* king difmounted, either through fatigue, or .

in expetation of a frefh horfe.  Juft at that
inftant, a ftag bounded out before him; and

Rufus, drawing his bow, wounded the animal, -

yet not fo mortally but that it fled 5 while he.
followed, in hopes of feeing it fall. Ag the
{fetting fun beamed in his face, he held up his"
hand before his eyes, and ftood in that pofture; .
when Tyrrel, who had been engaged in the
fame purluit, let fly an arrow, which_glancing
from a tree, ftruck the king to the heart. He
«dropt dead inftantly ; while the innocent au-
thor of his death, put {purs to his horfe, haf-:
tened to the fea fhore, embarked for: France, .
and joined the crufade that was then fetting
wout for Jerufalem. William’s body, being
found by fome .countrymen paflfing through
‘the foreft, was laid acrofs an horfe, - and car-
ried to Winchefter, where it was, next day,
interred in the cathedral, without ceremony, .
or any marks of refpe&. Few lamented his
fate, and none of the courtiers attended his.
funeral. . His tragical death, in the yery placs:
: " where

|
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where his brother and nephew perithed, gave
occafion for many reﬂegions. It was pub=
licly faid, that God thus took vengeance on
the Conqueror’s family, for his laying wafte
the country in fo prodigious a manner, to
- make the ilew Foreft, .
" .+ It requires no great art to draw the charac-

ter'of a prince, whofe vices were compenfated
by fedice one virtue. -Rufus was a perfidious,
encroaching, dangerous neighbour, an unkind
and ungenerous relation, a rapacious, and yet
a prodigal prince. However, there remain to
this ddy, fome monuments of his public fpirit;
the-Tower, Weftminfter-Hall, and London-
bridge,’ are evidences that the treafures of
government were not all expended in vain,
William Rufus was flain in the thirteenth
- year of his reign, and the forty-fourth of his
age. As he never was married, the fucceffion
devolved upon Robert, his elder brother, but
he was too diftant to affert his pretenfions.

Vor. L, CHAP.
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‘Hewvry I. furnamed BEAveL ERrc,

TH E R E" were now two competitors for
the crown ; Robert, who had eagaged
in the holy war, and Henry, the youngeit bro-
ther, who continued at home. Had Robert
been in Normandy when William died, there
is no doubt but he would have been ele&ted.
After the taking of Jerufalem, he began to
think of returning home. But, inftead of
taking the dire& road to England, he pafled
through Italy, where he became acquainted
with Sibylla, daughter of count Converfana,
a lady of celebrated beauty ; and, marrying
her, Ke lavithed away, in her company, thofe
hours which fhould have been employed in the
.recovery of his kingdom.

In the mean time, Henry, haftening to
‘Winchefter, refolved to fecure the royal trea-
fure, which he knew to be the beft affiftant in
feconding his aims. William de Breteuil, who
had the care of the treafury, informed of the
king’s death, oppofed himfelf boldly to
Henry’s pretenfions. The difpute was on the

- point of producing blood-thed, when fevera{:
s . of-

1
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of Henry’s partizans arriving, compelled Bre-
teul to furrender the treafure, with a part of
which, they hoped to be rewarded for their
fervice. Being poffefled of this, without lo-
fing time, he haftened to London, where he
grocured himfelf to'bx tgr'oclalin'ed'king.' The
arons, as well as -the people, acquiefced

"1n a claim which they were unprovided to

i, s

Henry eafily forefaw, that to fecure his
title, his fubje&ts were to be indulged.. His
firlt care, therefore, Was to make feveral con-
ceflions in their favour. He.granted them a
charter, eftablithing the churches in poffeffion
of all their immunities, abolifhing thofe ex-.
ceflive fines which ufed to:-be exated from
heirs; granting his barons, and military te-
nants, the. power of bequeathing their money
by will, remitting all debts due to the crown ;
offering a. pardon for all former offences, and
promifing to confirm and obferve all the laws
of Edward the Confeffor.. .
. Still farther to ingratiate himfelf with the
people, Henry expelled  from court all the
minifters of his brother’s arbitrary power.
*He ftripped Ralph Flambard, his brother’s
principal favourite, of his dignity, and had
him confined to the Tower. ‘Pi?ut what gave
him the greateft fhare of popularity, was his
recalling Anfelm, archbifhcp of Canterbury,
who had been banifhed during the laft reign,
to his former dignity. One thing only re-
mained to confirm his claims without danger
of a rival. The Englith ftill rcmembered
their Saxon monarchs with gratityde, and
beheld themn “excluded tire throne with regret.

' G2 Theres
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There remained fome of the defcendants of
that favourite line ; and, among others, Ma-
tilda, the niece of Edgar Atheling; who,
having declined all pretenfions to f'qyalt{,
was bred up in a_convent, and had aétually
taken the veil. Upon her Henry firft fixed
‘his eyes as a proper confort, by whofe means,
the long breach between' the Saxon and Nor<
man interefts would be united. It only re-
mained to get over the fcruple of her being a
nun ; but this a council, devoted to his inte~
refts, readily admitted ; and Matilda being
pronotinced free to marry, the nuptials were
celebrated with great folemnity. -
1 It was at this jun&ure, that Robert
returned from abroad, and -after taking poflef~
“fion of his native dominions, laid claim to the
crown of England. - But ‘he was now, asin
all his former attempts, too late. However,
as he was a man of undaunted refolution, he
1eemed refolved to difpute his pretenfions to
the Jaft ; and .the great fame he had acquired
‘in the Eaft, did nota little forward his endea-
vours. ‘He wis alfo excited. to thefe refolu-
‘tions by Flambard, who had efcaped from the
Tower ; fogether with feveral others, as well
“of the Norman as the Englifh nobility. Even
“the feamen were affe€ted with the popularity
of his name, and revolted to him with the
greateft part of a fleet that had been equipped
- to oppofe his paffage. Henry, who outward-
ly pretended to flight all thefe preparations,
yet knew his fubje&ts flu@tuated between him
and his brother. In this emergency, he had
recourfe to the bigotry of the people, He

paid
~ § A D, 1101,
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* paid diligent court to Anfelm ; and this pre-
late, in return,” employed all his credit in fe-
curing him on the throne, He rode through
the ranks of the army, tecommending to the
foldiery the defence of their king, and promi-
fing to fee their valour rewarded. “Thus the
people were retained in their allegiance, and
the army. marched chearfully forward to meet
Robert. and his forces, which were landed at
Portfmouth. When the two armies came in
fight, they both feemed equally unwilling to
* hazard a battle; and their leaders, who faw
that much more would be loft than gained by
fuch a confli&, made propofals for an accom-
modation. - This, after the removal of a few
obftacles, was agreed to; and it was ftipu-
lated, that Robert, upon the payment of a
certain fum, fhould refign his pretenfions to
England ; and that if either of the princes
died without iffue, the other fhould fucceed to
his dominions. This treaty being ratified,
the armies on each fide were difbanded ; and
Robert having lived two months in the utmoft
harmony with his brother, returned in peace
%o his own dominions. | -

- || But it was not in the power of formal trea-
dies to bind up Henry’s refentment. He foon
thewed his refolution to punifh the heads of
the party which had lately oppofed him ; and
this he did, under different pretexts. The
¢arl of Shrew{bury, Arnulfde Montgomery,
and Roger, earl of Lancafter, were banithed
the kingdom, with the confifcation of their
eftates.  Robert de Pontefra, Robert de
Mallet, William de Warene, and the earl of
- ' G 3° Cornwall

# A. D. 1102.
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Cornwall, wete treated with equal feverity}
* fo that Robert, finding his friends opprefled,
came over to England to intercede in their
behalf. Henry received him very coolly, and
affemlled a council to deliberate in what man-
" ner he fhould be treated; fo that Robert
finding his own liberty to be ini dinger, was
glad to afk permiffion to return ; which, how-
ever, was not granted him, till he confented
to give up his '})eriﬁon. A :
- But Robert’s "affairs every day beégan to
wear a worfe appeararice.  His fervants pilla-
ged him without compunétion ; and he is dez
1cribed as lying whole days a-bed for want of
cloaths, of which they had robbed him. His
fubjeé&ts were treated ftill more deplorably, for
being under the command of petty tyrants,
who plundered them without mercy, the
whole .country was become a: fcene of violence
ahll depradation. It' was: in''this miferable
exigen¢e, that the Normans--at length had
recourfe to Henry; from whofe wife admrinif- .
tration of His own dominions, they expeted
a fimilitude of profperity, - fhould he take the
reins of theirs. Henry very readily ‘promifed
o redrefs their'grievances. ~+ The year enfu-
ing therefore; he’landed in Nofmandy with a
ftrong army, took fomé of the principal towns ;
and fhewed, by the rapidity of his progrefs,
that he meditated the entire conqueft of the

country, - o
‘- Robert, who had already mortgaged, or
‘given away the greateft part’ of his demefne, °
fpent his time in the moft indolent amufe-
mests; and looked upon the progrefs of Hen:K
wi

* A.D. 1103. $ A.D. 1105
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with an eye of perfe& indifference.. But
bcin‘i; at laft rouzed from his lethargy, he took
the ftrange refolution of appealing, in perfon,
to Henry’s natural affe®ions, which this brave,
imprudent man, eftimated by the emotions of
his own heart. Henry received him, not
only with coolnefs, but contempt; and foon
taught him, that no virtues will gain that man

, efteem who has forfeited his pretenfions to

prudence. Robert, thus treated .with indig-
nity, quitted his brother in a tranfport of rage 3
exprefling an ardent purpofe of revenge.
Robert was refolved to thew himfelf formi-
dable ; even in the diftrefled ftate of his cir-
cumftances. Poflefled with high ideas of
chivalry, he was willing to retrieve his af-
fairs by valour, which he had loft by indo-
lence. He raifed an army, and approached
his brother’s camp, with a view of finifhing,
by a decifive battle, the quarrel between them.
While the two armies were yet in fight of
each other, fome of the clergy employed their
medlation; butas Henry infifted upon Robert’s
renouncing the government of his dominions
and one half of the revenue, all accommoda-
tion was reje&ed with difdain, and both fides
prepared for battle. Robert was now entered
on that fcene of aftion in which he chiefl
gloried. He animated his little army by his
example, and led them to the encounter with
that {pirit which.had made the infidels trem-
ble. There was no withftanding his firft

fhock ; that quarter of the Englith army

where he made the impreffion gave way, and

ke was nearly on the point of gaining a com-~
: P .
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plete viftory. But it was different on that
quarter where his general commanded ; he
was put to flight by one of the king’s generals,
who alfo advancing himfelf with a frefh body
of horfe, his whole army rallied ; while Ro-
bert’s forces, exhaufted and broken, gave
ground on every fide, in fpite of all his ef-
forts and perfonal valour. But though he
faw his army defeated, he refufed to turn his
back upon an enemy that he fill difdained.
. He was taken prifoner, with near ten thou-
fand of his men, and all the confiderable
barons who had adhered to him. * This
viftory was followed by the final reduétion of
" Normandy, while Henry returned in triumph
to England, leading with him his captive
brother, who, after a life of bravery and
generofity, now found himfelf not only depri-
ved of his patrimo;?' and his friends, but alfo
of his freedom. Henry detained him a pri-
foner during the remainder of his life, which
was no lefs than twenty-cight years; and he
c{:l}ilgd in the caftle of Cardii%, in Glamorgan-
ire, -

The firft ftep Henry took, after his return
to England, was to reform fome abufes which
had crept in among his courtiers ; for, as they
were allowed by the feudal law to live upon
the king’s tenants whenever hetravelled, they,
under colour of this, committed all manner
of ravages with impunity. + To remedy this
diforder, he publithed an edi&, punifhing
with the lofs of fight all fuch as fhould com-
mit any depredations in the places through
which they pafled. Some difputes alfo cone

. : , cerning
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cerning ecclefiaftical affairs, were compromi-
fed and adjufted, = Henry was contented to

_refign his right of granting, ecclefiattical jn-
; veftitures, but. was
from his bifhops for all their temporal Prg-
‘perties and - privileges,  The marriage of

allowed to receive homage

priefts alfo was prohibited, and laymen were
not allowed to. marry within the feventh dé-
gree of affinity ,

Thefe regulations ferved to give employ-

"ment to Hem;y in his peaceful intervals ; but

the apprehenfions which he had from the dif-
fatisfaétion of his Norman fubjeéts, and his
fears for the fucceffion, gave him too much
bufinefs to permit any long relaxation. His
principal concern was, to prevent his nephew,
William, the fon of Robert, from fucceeding
to the crown, in prejudice of William, his
own fon. His nephew was but fix years of

-age, when he committed him’'to the care-of

clie de St. Saen; and this nobleman’dif-
charged his truft in his education with a de-
gree of fidelity uncommon at that barbarous
period.  Finding that Henry was defirous of
recovering pqﬁ'cﬁion of his pupil’s perfon, hg
withdrew, and carried him to the court of
Fulk, count of Anjou, who gayt him pro-
te€tion, ‘This noble youth, wandering g'om
court to_court, evaded all the arts of his pow-
erful uncle, who was not remifs in trying

- every method of feizing him, either by treaty

or intimidation.” } In this Ttruggle, Lewis
the king of France, took the young adventu<
rer’s part, and endezvoured t0. intcreft the
Pope in his, quarrel.  Failipg in - this, -he

o Gs = . ‘en~
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endeavoured to gain, by force of arms, what
“his negotiations could not obtain.” ‘A war
“enfued between him and Henry, in which
“many béttles were fought, but attended with
"no- detifive confequences.  In ohe of ‘thefe,
. which was fought at Noyon, acity that Lewis .
had an intention to furprize, the valour both
"of the nephew and the uncle, were not a little
eonfpicuous. This young man, whao inherit-
“ed all his father’s bravery, charged the van
“of the En%liih‘ army with fuch impetuofity,
that it fell back upon the main body, com-
“manded by the king in perfon, whofe utmoft
“efforts were unequal to the attack. Stili,
however, exerting all tis endeavours to ftem
the torrent of the enemy that was pouring
down “upoh 'him, a Norman knight; whote
name was William Crifpin, difcharged at his.
head two fuch furious ftrokes of 'a fabre, that
hig' helmet was cut through, and his head fe-
‘verely wounded. At the. fight of his own.
‘blood, which rufthed down his vifage, he was-
‘animated to a double exertion of his ftrength,
and retorted the blow ‘with fuch force, that
‘his antagonift was brought to the ground,
‘and takén prifoner, This'decided the vidtory
in favour of the Englith, who purfued the
‘French ‘with great flatighter ; and: it alfo fer-.
ved to bring on an accommodation foon. after,,
in'which the interefts of his nephew were en-.
tirely negle€ted. § From this period, till the
time of that braye youth’ death, which hap-
) kened dbout ¢iglhit .ti(eafrs' after, he appears to.
have been ¢mployed inineffé@tual firuggles to,
gain thofe'dominijons to,which he had the moft
Juft claim.. ; ,
All

§'A. D. 1tige
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AN things now feemed to fmile upon Hen- -
g, and promife a long fucceffion of felicity.
e was 1n peaceable poffeffion of two pow-
erful ftates, and had a fon who was acknow-
ledged undifputed heir, arrived at his eigh-
. teenth year, whom he loved moft tenderly..
His daughter, Matilda, was alfo married_to-
the emperor Henry V. of Germany, having,
been fent to that court while but eight years-
old, for her education. All his profpefls,
however, were at once clouded by misfor-
tunes - which tin&ured his remaining years
with mifery. || The king, from the facility,
with which he ufurped the crown, dreading
that his family might be fubverted with the
fame eafe, took care to have his fon recog--
nized as his fucceflor by the ftates of England,
and carried him over to Normandy to receive
the homage of the barons of thatdutchy..
* After performing this, Henry returning tri~
umphantly to England, brought withhim 2
aumerous retinue of the chief pobility. Im
ene of the veflels of the fleet, his fon, and
feveral young noblemen, . the companions of
his ‘pleafures, went together, The king fet"
fail from Barfleur, and was foon.carried by a-
fair wind out of fight of land, The prince
was detained by fome accident ; and his fai-
lors, -as well: as their eaptain Fitz Stephen,,
having fpent the interval in drinking, be--
eame fo difordered, that they ran the fhip:
wpon: a rock, and immediately it was dafhed:
to pieces.. The prince was putinto the boat,.
and might have efcaped, had he not been cal--
led back.by. the cries of Maude, his natural!
' ’ G 6. fifter..

§ A..Dos115e. * A,.D. 1120,
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fifter. He was at firft conveyed out of dan-

er himfelf, but could not leave her to perith.
%le, therefore, prevailed upon the failors to
row back and take her in. The appreach of
the boat, giving feveral others who had been
Yeft upon the wreck, the hopes of faving their
lives, numbers leaped in, and the whole went

to the bottom. Above an hundred and forty .

young noblemen of England and Normandy,
were loft on this occafion. A butcher of
Rouen was the only perfon who efcaped ; he
clung to the maft, and was taken up the next
morning by fome fithermen. Fitz Stephen,
the captain, while the butcher was thus buf-
fetting the waves for hislife, fwam up fo him,
and enquired if the prince was yet living.
‘When, being told, that he had perithed ;
then, I will not out-live him, faid the cap-

tain, and immediately funk to the bottom.

The fhricks of thefe unfortunate people were
heard from the fhore, and the noife even
reached the king’s thip. Henry entertained
hopes for three days, tiat his fon had put into
fome diftant port of England ; but when
certainintelligence of the calamity was brought
him, he fainted away, and was never feen to
fmile from that moment to the day of his
death. : :

The reft of this prince’s life feems 2 mere
blank, his rcﬁlefs*dpcﬁres having now nothing
deftworth toiling for. + Hisdaughter, Matilda,
however, becoming a widow by the death of
the emperor, he married her a fecond time te
Geoffry Plantagenet, eldeft fon of the count of

-Anjouy.

"' A. D. 1126, ’
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Anjou, and endeavoured to enfure her accef-
fion, by obliging his barons to recognize her as
the heir of all his dominions. Some time after,
that princefs was delivered of a fon, who receiv-
ed the name of Henry ; and the king, farther
to enfure her fucceflion, caufed all the nobili-
ty of England and Nermandy to renew their
former oaths of allegiance. ~The. barens of
thefe times were ready enough to fwear what-
ever the monarch commanded ; but, it feems,
they obferved it no longer than while they
were compelled to obey. Henry did not lon

" furvive. He was feized with a fudden illn

at St. Denis, a little town in Normandy.
He | died in the fixty-feventh year of his age,
and the thirty-fifth of his reign, leaving, by
will, his daughter Matilda heirefs of all his
dominions, He built a palace at Woodftock,
to which he added a park, faid to be the firft
park in England. o

If we confider Henry’s charaéter imparti-
ally, we fhall find more to admire than to
love in it. It cannot be doubted, but that
he was a wife and valiant prince; and yet our
hearts revolt againft his fuccefs, and follow
the unfortunate Robert even to his captivity.
Henry’s perfon was manly, his countenance
engaging, his eye clear, ferene, and pene-
trating, By his great progrefs in literature,
he had acquired the name of Beau Clerc, or
the fcholar ; and fuch was the force of his elo-
quence, that, after a conference with-him,
the pope is faid to have given him the prefe~
rence to all the other princes of Europe. Hé
was much addifted to women, and left behind

3 Dec. 1.4 3138,
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him a numerous fpurious offspring. His juf=

tice feemed to approach cruelty; ftealing

was firft made capital inhis reign ; and coin-

ing was punifhed with death and matilation..

He firft granted the city of London a charter

and privileges; and, from this -firft concef- .
fion, we may date the origin of Englifh liber~

ty, fuch as we find it at this day.

® -
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STEPHE N..

S every expedient was ufed during the

; life of the Jate king, to fix the fuccef-
flon in his-family, he,. amongothers, thought:
that the aggrandizing his- neareft relations.
would net be an. impolitic ftep.. He only.
dreaded the defigns of Robert and his adhe~
rents,, no-way miftrufting any attempts from.
another quarter.. With thefe views, he was.
very, liberal in Heaping favours upon the
children, of his fifter ;.lgd,ela,, who had been
maxried to the. count of Blois.. He thought
they:

DR



AY

STEPHEN. 123
they would be the ftrongeft fafe-guard to pro-
teét him from the attempts of -his brother, or

‘hispofterity : in purfuance of ‘this plan, fe
-had, fome years before his death, invited Ste-
‘phen and Henry, the two youngeft of his fif-
ter’s fons, into England, and received them
with great honour and efteem.. Thinking
‘that he- could' never do too much to fecure
their affeftions, he married. Stephen to the
daughter and heirefs of Euftace, count of Bou-
*logne, who brought him an imnienfe fortune.
‘He conférréd on him the great eftate forfeited
by Robert Mallet in England, and -by the
earl of Montaigne in Normandy. ' Nor was
Stephen’s brother, Henry, without his thare
in the king’s liberalitics. He was created ab-
bot of Glaftonrbury, and bifhop of Winchef-.
ter; -{d that the two brothets were far the
moft powerful fubjeéts in the kingdom..

Such great riches, fo much ‘power, and the-
confcioufnefs of abilities,  twere the firft incen-
tives to Stephen’s ambition.. Placed at no.
great diftance from the throne by birth, and
perceiving the fuccefs of his uncle’s ufurpa-.
tion, he refolved to run the famhe career.
For this purpofe, duringthe king’s life-tinie,.
he ufed all his arts to proture popularity..
By his bravery, a&ivity, and’vigour; he ac~
quired the efteem of the barons; by his ge-.
nerofity and familiar. addrefs, the love of the.
people.  No fooner, therefore, .was the king-
known to be dead, than Stephen haﬁe‘negn
from Normandy, where he‘then was, and fet-.
ting fail for England, landed at Dover:. liﬁ(

G,
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the citizens, apprized of hisintent, fhut theijr
_gates againft him. From thence he went on
to Canterbury, where he was treated with
like difrefpe&t ; but, paffing on, he arrived at
London, where he was immediately faluted
king, by all the lower ranks of the people.
Being thus fecured of the people, his next
flep was to gain the clergy ; and, for that pur-
pofe, his brother, the bithop of Winchetfter,
_exerted all his influence among them.: The
_archbifhop of Canterburl(/i as he had taken
the oaths of allegiance to Matilda, feemed for
a while tq ftand out ; but Hugh Bigod, ftew-
ard of the houfhold, averring upon oath that
the late king had exprefled his intentions te
make Stephenhis heir, the archbifhop anointed
him without farther fcruple. ‘The ‘people
acquiefced in his claims from his popularity ;
the clérgy allowed them, being influenced by
the intrigues of his brother ;  and the nobilit

permitted a king, from the weaknefs of whofe
title they might derive power to themfelves.

Stéphex; in order to fecure his tHroné, :

pafled a charter, granting feveral privileges
to the different; orders of the ftate: to the
nobility, 2 permiffion to hunt in their own
forefts; to the clergy, a fpeedy filling of all
vacant benefices ; and to the people, a reftora.
tion of the laws of Edward the Confeffor.
To fix himfelf flill more fecurely, he took
pofleffion of the royal treafures at Winchefter,
and had his title ratified by the pope with a
partof the money. .. - "- A
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A crown thus gained, was to be kept only
by repeated conceffions. The nobility and
the clergy, in proportion as they were in-
dulged in one demand, prepared to find ‘out
others. The barons, in return for their fub-
miffion, required the right of fortifying their
caftles, nor could the king refufe his confent,
as their oppofition might be fatal. The cler-
gy imitated the fame example; and, jn a
ihort time, all England was filled with thefe
Jndependent fortreffes, which the noblemen
garrifoned with their own vaffals, or with
mercenary braves hired from the continent.
Nothing could exceed the mifery which the
kingdom was reduced to, at -this terrible. pe-
riod of ariftocracy. Unbounded rapine was
exercifed upon the people for the maintenance
of thefe troops ; the private animofities of the
nobility -were produéive of wars in every
quarter ; the ere&ion of one caftle proved the
immediate caufe of building many more ; and
the whole country prefented a fcene of petty
tyranny and hor({ile preparation. It wasin
vain that a vi®ory, * gained by the king over
the Scots at Northallerton, promifed to allay
the murmurs of the people : their miferies were
rifen to too great a height. And the prince
was obliged to tolerate in others that injuf-
tice by which he had himfelf rifen to the
throne. :

- Yet not only real, but imaginary grievan-
ces were added, to raife the difcontents of
the people. The clergy, whofe .power had
been firmly eftablifhed on the ruins of the

n S  regal
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regal authority, began, in imitation of the lay
barons, to build caftles, and entertain garri-
rifons, fenfible that thejr facred pretenfions
would be more implicity obeyed, when theic
temporal power was fuﬂ'lycient. to enforce them.
Stephen, who now too late perceived the mif-
chiefs attending thefe multiplied citadels, re-
folved to begin with deftroying thofe of the
clergy, whofe profeflion. feemed to be averfe
to the duties of war. Taking, therefore, the
pretence of a fray which had arifen between
the retinue of the bifthop of Salifbury and
that of the earl of Brittany, he feized that
prelate, and obliged both him and the bifhop

of . Lincoln to deliver up their caftles, which .

they had lately ere@ed, This the whole bo-
dy of the clergy confidered as a breach of that
charter which Ze had granted; they loudly
. murmured againft his infraltion ; and even
the bifhop of Winchefter, his brother; re-
¥olved to vindicate the privileges of the church,

A fynod was affembled, in which the difgra-

«<ced prelates openly inveighed againft the kin
‘Butl;xe inﬁcazl ofy anfwe§ing t}%eir charge igr:
rfon, fent one of his barons to intimidate
:his accufers, . '
It was in this critical fituation of Stephen’s

-affairs, that. actounts were brought him of -

‘Matilda’s landing in England, with a refolu-
tion to difpoflefs him, and regain the.crown.
Matilda, upon the death of the late king, be-
ing then in Normandy, found herfelf totally

unable to oppofe the rapid progrefs of herri- .

val. She was not lefs unfortunate in her con-
tinental connections than in thofe at home.
The
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The Norman barons, almoft unanimouﬂ"y
declared for Stephen, .and put him in poffef-
fion of their government; while Geoffry:
himfelf, -Matilda’s hufband, was content to
refign his pretenfions, and'to receive a pen-
fion from' the Englith king. He had not,
however, long. acquicfced in this, when he
was incited to a renewal of his wife’s claims

" by Robert earl of Gloucefter, natural fon of
the late king, a nableman who had, from the
beginning, oppofed the acceflion of Stephen.
This haughty. baron, having at length fettled
with his friends the proje&t of an oppofitiom,
retired to the continent, to the court of Ma-
tilda, and ‘from'thence femothe kinga defi
ance, folemnly renouncing his allegiance.
It was notlong before he was in a-capacity to
fecond his declarations.; - he landed, together
with Matilda, upon the coaft of Suflex. The

.whole of Matilda’s . retinue, amounted . to'no
‘more than an hundred and forty knights, who
immediately took poffeflion of Arundel caftle;
but the nature of her claims foon encreafed
‘the number of her forces.” § Mean time Ste-
hen, flew to Befiege Arundel; where. fhe
‘had taken refuge. This fortrefs was too fee-
ble to promife a long defence ; -and it would

" have been foon takén, had’ it not been repre-
fented to the king, -that, asit was a caftle be-
longing te'the queen dowager, it .would be
an infringement on-the refpe&t which was her
‘due. There was-a:{pirit of generofity mixed
with the' rudenefs -of the times, that unac-
‘countably- prevailed dn many tranfactions ;

- Stephen peérmitted Matilda to come forth in

: fafety

>
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fafety, and had het conveyed with fectrity te
Briftol. « It would be tedious. to relate the va-
rious fkirmifhes on either fide, in’ purfuance

of their refpe@ive pretenfions; ‘it will fufficg . :

to-fay, that Matilda’s forces encreafed every:
day, while her antagonift feemed every hour
to become more unpopular. . The troops Ste-

phen led were, in general, foreign mercena- .

‘ries, more accuftomed to pillage thamte con=

quer. But, in this fluétuation of fuccefs,
the kingdom was expofed to ruin,  which
ever fide pretended to vi&tory. The caftles
of the nobility were become . receptacles ' for
licenfed robbers. The land was left untilled,

the inftruments-of - hufbandry- -were deftroyed
or abandoned, and a terrible famine,. the re-
dult of general diforder, opprefled atonce the.
Apoiled and the-fpoilers. : D

< 4 After the mifery of numberlefs undeci-
five conflifts, added "to tBe reft of the coun-
try’s calamities, 'a’ complete viftory,’ gained
by the forces of Matilda, promifed to termi-
nate their difputes, Stephen had marched
-his forces to relieve. the city of Lincoln; the
earl of Gloucefter led a body of troops to fe-

-cond the efforts of the befiegers. The twe
armies engaged within ﬁ§ht of the city, and

. -After a-violent
fhock, the two wings of Stephen’s ‘army,

.which were compofed of horfe, were put to

flight ; and the infantry foon followed the ex-

‘ample. All the race of the Norman conque-

ror were brave. Stephen was for fome time

~ left withoutattendants, and fought on foot in
. the midft of his enemies, affaulted by multi-

-tudes,
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tudes, and refifting all their efforts, withafto-
nifhin{g1 intrepidity. Being hemmed in ‘on
every fide, he made way for fome time with
his 'l))rattle-ax ; but that breaking, he drew
out his fword and dealt his ‘blows round the
circle in which he was enclofed. At length,
after performing more than could be naturally
expe&ted from a fingle arm, his fword flying
in pieces, he was obliged td furrender himfelf
aprifoner. He was conduéted to Gloucefter;
and though at firft treated -with refpeét, he
‘was foon after, thrown into prifon'and- laid
inirons. B S A
Stephen and his party now feemed -totally
difabled. Matilda was confidered as incon-
teftable fovereign, and the barons came 'in
daily from all quarters to do her homage.
- The bifhop of Winchefter himfelf, led her in
proceflion: into. his cathédral, and blefled her
with the greateft folemnity; the archbifhop
of Canterbury alfo fwore allegiance; and
thortly after an ecclefiaftical cauneil, ‘at which
" none of the laitz affifted, except deputies.
‘from the city of Lendon, confirmed her pre-
‘tenfions § ‘and fhe was crowned at: Winchef-
ter with all imaginable folemnity. ~ =
" '+ A crownthus every way fecured, feemed
liable to be fhaken by no accidents; yet fuch
1s the vanity of human fecurity, that Matilda
remained-but a fhort time in pofieffion of the
throne. ‘This princefs was refolved upon
reprefling the growing power of the nobles,
‘who had left only the fhadow of authority to
their fovereign. But having neither tenper,
_mor policy, fhe difgufted thofe by her pride,
te

4+ A.D. 11414
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to whom fhe was obliged for her power. - The

firft petition fhe refuied, was the releafement -

of Stephen;- fhe rejefted the remonftrance of
the Londoners, who intreated her to'mitigate
the fevere laws of the Norman princes, and
gevive thofe of Edward the Confeflor. She
treated the nobility with a difdain, to which
they had long beea unaccuftomed ;- while the
fickle nation once moge began to pity their
depofed king, and to repent the fteps they
had takenin her favour. The bifhop of Win-
chefter, having been himfelf difobliged, was
not remifs in fomenting thefe difcontents ;3
and when he found the pcople ripe for a tu-
mult,’ detached a party of his friends and vaf-
fals to block up the city of London, where
the queen refided. At the fame time, mea-
dures were taken to inftigate the Londoners to
a revolt, and to feize her perfon. Matilda
having timely notice of this confpiracy, fled
1o V?[%ncheﬁer, whither the bifhop followed:
der. His party was {oon fufficiently firong to
befiege her .in the very place, where fhe firft
received his benedition. There fhe conti-
awed for fome time, but the town being pref-
fed by famine fhe was obliged to efcape,
.while her brother the earl of Gloucefter en-
deavouring to follow, was taken prifoner,
and exchanged for Stephen. Thusa fudden
'revalution once more took place; Matilda
was abliged to feek for fafcty in Oxford,
Stephen was recognized as king, and taken
«from his dungeon to be placed on the throne-!
.So Gob. putteth down one, and fetteth up ano-
ther! . ,

. " Yet
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Vet ftill the affairs of Stephen continued
" to fluétuate. Though he had the good for-
tune to {ee his rival fly to the continent, and
icave him entire effion of the kingdom ;
though his brother was poflefled of the higheft
authority among the clergy, yet he was infe-
_ cure. ginding that .the caftles built by the
noblemen of his own party encouraged a fpi-
rit of independence, and were little lefs dan-
gerous than thofe which remained in the hands
of the enemy, heendeavoured to gain thefe 5
and this attempt united many of his own ad-
herents againft him. ‘This difcontent was
encreafed by the oppofition of the clergy,
‘who, began to declare loudly in favour of
his opponents. The pope laid his whole party
‘under an interdi&, for his having refufed
to fend deputies to the general council at
Rheims. Igy this fentence, which was now
-firft pratifed in England, divine fervice was
‘prohibited, and all the offices of religion ceaf-
ed, except baptifm and .extreme unétion.
This ftate of  Stephen’s affairs dooked fo.un-
promifing, that a revolution was once miore
expelted, when his fubmiffion to the fee of
. Rome for a while fufpended the blow. .
Stephen had hitherto been oppofed only
by men who feconded the pretenfions of an-
other; and who confequently wanted that po-
pularity, which thofe have who fight their
own caufe. But he was now to enter the lifts
with a new oppofer, who was every day grow-
ing more formidable. * This was Henry, he
fon of Matilda, who had now reached his
Gixteenth year ; and gave the greateft -hopes of
_being

* An'Db i]h‘
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. . ¥
being one day a valiant leader and 2’ confiim-
mate politician.. It was ufual in thofe days
for young noblemen to receive the honour of,
knighthood before they were permitted’ to
carry arms ; and Henry propofed to receive
his admiffiorf from his great uncle, David,
king of Scotland. With this view, and 15!
Kopes of once more infpiring his mother’s
party, he landed in England with 4 great re-
‘tinue of knights and foldiers, accompanied by
‘many noblemen, - as well Englifh as foreigners.
The ceremony was performed by the Scotch
king at Carlifle, amidft a multitude of people,
who all, pleafed with the vigour, the addrefs,
and with the youth of the prince, fecretly be-.

an to wifh for a revolution in his favour.
-Soon after his return to Normandy, he was
hy-his mother’s confent, invefted with that
dutchy which had fome time before revolted ta
‘her. “He was alfo, upon the death of his fa-
.ther Geoffry Plantagenet, fecured in the pof-
feflion of his dominions ; and to add ftill more
to his power, he married Eleanor the daugh-
ter and heirefs .of the duke of Guienne and
Poitou ; and took pofeflion of thefe extenfive
_territories. : . R

With this great acceflion of power, young
Henry was now refotved to reclaim his here-
ditary kingdom. For this .purpofe, being
-affured of the difpofitions of the majority of
the people, he made an_invafion on England,
§ where he was immediately joined by almoft”
_all the barons of the kingdom. Though it

was now the middle of winter, he advanced

to befiege Malmifbury ; and took the town,
: after

A.‘E A. D. 1153.
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having worfted -a body of the enemy that
attempted to eppofe his march. Soon after
Reading, and above thirty other fortrefles,
fubmitted without refiftance. -

In the mean time Stephen, tried every
method toanticipate the purpofe of his inva=
fion. He had convoked a council in London,
where he propofed his.own fon Euftace, as his
affociate in government, as well gs his fuc-
ceffor. He had exprefled a defire of imme-
diately proceeding.te the coronation ; but the .
archbithop of Canterbury refufed to perform
the ceremony. It was 'then no time to pro-
fecute his refentment, when his rival was
making hafty ftrides to the throne ; wherefore
he marched with all poffible diligence to op-
pofe him, wherd he was befieging Walling-.
ford ; and coming in fight, he refted his army
to prepare for battle. In this fituation the.
two armies remained for fome time, within.
a quarter of a mile of each other, a decifive
a&tion being every day expe@ted. While
they continued thus, a treaty was fet on foot
by “the interpofition of William, earl of A-
rundel, for ‘termipating the difpute without
blood. - The death of Stephen’s fon, which
happened during ‘the courfe of the treaty,
facilitated its conclufion. It was therefore
agreed by all parties, that Stephen fhould
reign. during life; and that juftice fhould
be admiriftered in his name. That Henry
fhould, on Stephen’s death, fucceed to the
kingdom; and William, Stephen’s fon, fhould
inherit Bologne and his patrimonial eftate.
After all the barons had fworn' to this treaty,
Vol. L. H which
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which filled the whole kingdom with jog,'
"Henry evacuated England; * and Stephén
returned to the peaceable enjoyment of his
throne. His reign, however; was foon after!
terminated - by his death, which- happened
about a year after the treaty, at Canterbury,
where he was interred.

* The fortune of many princes- gives them;
. with pofterity, the reputation of wifdom and
virtue : Stephen wanted fuccefs in all his
ichemes but that of afcending the-throne ;'
and confequently his virtues and abilities now-

- remain more doubtful. If we eftimate them

by the happinefs of his fubjeéts, they will
appear very fmall ; for England. was- nevér
snore miferable than during his reign': but if
we confider them as they appear in his private.
condu&, few momarchs can boaft more: Ac-
tive, generous, and brave; his - fole aim' was'
to deftroy 2" vile ariftocracy, that opprefféd’
the people ;- but the abilities of no nvan; how-
ever politic or intrepid, were then fuffitient’
to refift that evil. The: faults therefore: of’
this monarch’s reign are entirely to be ime

t his virtues were bis own,

gztcdta the ungovernable fpirit of the people;,
\ :

* 0a. 25, 1ig4s
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"E have hitherto fecen the baroms and ™
clergy becoming powerful, in propor~
tion to the weaknefs of the monarch’s titley
and enriching themfelves with the fpoils of
enfeebled majefty. Henry Plantagenet had
now every right, hoth from hereditary fuccef-
- fien, frem univerfal aflent, from power, and
-perfonpal merit, to make fure of the throne,
and to keep its prerogatives unimpaired. He
was employed in befieging a. caftle of one of
-his mutineus barons upon the continent, when
-mews was brought him of- Stephen’s death
‘but, fenfible of the fecurity of his claimsin
England, he would not relinquifh his enter-
prize till he had reduced the place. * He then
fet out, and was received in England with the
acclamations of all the people; who, har-
vaffed with fupporting oppofite pretenfions,
were now rejoiced to fee all parties united.
The firk a& of Henry’s government gave
the people an happy omen of his future wife
. adminiftration. Con{cious of his ftrength,
he began to refume thofe privileges,: which
cee H2 - - bad
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had been extorted from the weaknefs of his

.-predeceflors.. 1 He immediately difmiffed-alt

thofe- mercenary foldiers, who committed-in-
finite diforders. He ordered all the caftles,

“which were erefed fince the death of Henty

the firft, and were become receptacles of ra-
i;;ine, to be demolifhed, except a few, which

e retained in his own hands for the protet-
tion of the kingdom. The adulterated coin
was cried down, and new money ftruck of
the right value. He refumed many of thofe
benefaétions which had been made to churches
and monafteries in the former reigns. He
gave charters to feveral towns, by which the
citizens claimed their privileges, independent
of any fuperior but himfelf. Thefe charters
were the groundwork of Englifh liberty. The
ftruggles which had before thistime been, whe-
ther the king or the barons, or the clergy,
fhould be detpotic over the people, now be-
gan to afflume a new afpedt; and a fourth

“order, namely, that of the more opulent of

the people, began to claim a fhare in admi-
niftration, Thus wad the feudal government
at firft impaired ; and liberty more equally
diffufed throughout the nation.

From this happy commencement, England
once more began to refpire ; agriculture re-

turned ; and every individual feemed to enjo{y .
c

the happy effefts of the young king’s wi
adminiftration. Indeed fome {light commo-
tions proceeded from many of the deprefled
barons ; but they were quickly brought to a
fenfe of their duty. The Welfh, alfo made
fome incurfions ; but were obliged to make
-fubmiffion

§ A D, 1155,
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- fubsmiffion, and to return to their natural for-
-trefles.  Yea to fuch a ftate of tranquility
.was the whole kingdom brought in a very
.fhort time, that Henry thought his prefence
-no longer neceffary to preferve order at home;
|l and therefore made an expedition to the
continent, where his affairs were in fome
diforder.

As the tranfa&tions of. the continent do not
properly fall within our limits, it will be fuf-
ficient to fay, tiat Henry’s valour and pru-
dence foon extended his power in that part of
his dominions ; and he found himfelf, either

- by marriage, or hereditary claims, mafter of
a third part of the French monarchy. He
became mafter, in right of his father, of
Anjou, Touraine, and Maine; in that of
his mother, of Normandy ; in that of his
.wife, of Guienne, Poi&ou, Xaintonge,
Auvergne, Perigord, Angumois, and the Li-~
-moufin ; to which he fhortly after addcd Brit-
tany, by marrying his fon, who was yct a
child, to the heirefs of that dukedom, who

was yet a child alfo; and thus fecuring that’
province, under pretence of being his fon’s
guardian.” * It was in vain that Lewis, the
Xing of France, oppoied his growing power ;
and feveral ineffe€tual engagements ferved to
-prove, that little was to be acquired by force.
A ceffation of arms, therefore, was at firft
concluded between them; and foon after a

- peace, )

+ Henry being thus become the moft pow-
:erful prince of his age; and having humbled
. the barons that would circumfcribe his power,
: Hj he
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he might naturally be expe&ted to reign with
very little oppofition for the “future. Butit

happened otherwife. He found the ‘fevereft-
mortification from a quarter, where he leaft-
expefted it. Though he had diminifhed the-
power of the barons, he was fenfible the in-:

fluence of the clergy was ftill gaining ground ;

and was grown to fuch a pitch, as would"

fhortly annihilate the authority of the fove-
reign himfelf, '
They now feemed refolved not enly to be

excmpted from the ordinary taxes of the

ftate, but to be fecured from its punithments
allo. They had extorted an immunity from
allk but ecclefiaftical penalties,. during the laft
diftralted reign ; and they continued to main-
tain that grant in the prefent. It may eafily
be fuppofed, that a law which thus fcreened
their guilt, contributed to encreafe it; amd we
accordingly find upon record, notlefs than an
hundred murders committed by men in hol

orders, in the fhort period fince the king

acceffion, not one of which was punifhed,’

not fo much as with degradation; while the
bifhops themfelves feemed to glory in this
horrid indulgence. _ '

The mild chara&er, and advanced age, of
Theobald, archbifhop of Canterbury, pre-
vented Henry, during his life-time, from any
attempts to reprefs the vices of his clergy;
but after his death, -he refolved to exert him-
felf. } For this purpofe, and that he might
be fecure againft any oppofition, he advanced
to that dignity Thomas & Becket, on whofe
compliance he fuppofed he could entirely de-

pend.
The
1 A D. 1162,
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- The famous Thomas 3 Becket, the firft man
of Englifh extrattion, who had, fince the
-Norman conquefl, rifen to any fhare of power,
was the fon of a citizen of London. Having
teceived his early education in the fthools of
that metropolis, he refided fome. time at Pa-
ris; and on his return became clerk in the
fheriff’s office. In that ftation he was recom-
mended to the . archbifhop eof Canterbury,
and behaved {6 well, that he obtained fome
dignities in the church. Thomas, refolved
to fit himfelf for an higher ftation, by travel-
Iin%into-ltaly, where he ftudied the civil law
at Bologna. On his return, he appeared to
have made fo great a proficiency, that he was
promoted by his patron to the archdeaconry
of Canterbury. On the acceffion of Henry
to the throne, he was recommended to that
monarch ; and the king finding, that his ipi-
rit and abilities entitled him to the higheft

trufts, foon promoted him to the dignity of

Jord chancellor. Preferments were now heap-
¢d upon him without number. He was made
provoft of Beverly, dean of Haftings, and
conftable of the Tower: and, to complete
his grandeur, he was entrufted with the edu-

cation of prince-Henry, fon and heir to the

king. His revenues were immenfe; his ex-
pences were incredible. He kept open table
for perfons of all ranks. The moft coftly
huxuries were provided for his entertainments.
The pomp of his retinue, the fumptuoufnefs
of his furniturg, -and the munificence of his
prefents correfponded with the greatnefs of
bis preferments, His apartments exhibited an

H 4 ‘odd
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edd ‘mixture of rudenefs and fplendor 3 they
glittered with gold and filver-plate, and yet
were covered with hay or clean ftraw in win-
ter, and with- green rufhes in fummer, for

his guefts to'recline on. A great number of
knights were retained: in his ferviee, and the:

greateft barons were fond of being received
-athis table ; the king himfelf frequently con-
defcended to partake of his entertainments.

He employed two and fifty clerks in keeping,

accounts.of the vacant prelacies, and:his own
ccclefiaftical preferments.. When he crofied

the fea, he was always. attended with five:

fhips ; and in an embafly to Paris, he ap-
peared with a thoufand perfons in his retinue..
difplaying fuch wealth as amazed the fpec-
tators. As hé was but in deacon’s orders,-he
declined few of the amufements then in-fath-
ion, He diverted himfelf in hawking, hunt-
ing, chefs-playing, and tilting ;- at which he
was fo expert, that even the moft approved
knights dreaded his encounter. Thus great
was Becket while but chancellor ; but when,
contrary to the advice of Matilda, he was.
promoted to the archbifhopric, his-whole con-
duét took a new turn. - He endeavoured to
gain the charaéter of fan&ity. Without con-
fulting his mafter’s pleafure, he fent him the
feals of his office as lord chancellor, pretend-.
ing that he was henceferth to- be employed
in matters of a more facred nature. Though
he ftill retained the pomp.and fplendor of his.
retinue, he was in his own perfon the moft
mortified man that could be feen. He wore
fack-cloth next his fkin, He changed it fo
' ' - {feldom,,

e e e
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"*fldom, that it was filled with dirt and ver-
“'min His ufual diet was bread, his drink,
- Water. His back was mangled with the fre-
“‘quent difcipline. - He every day wafhed on
' his'Knees the feet of thirtcen beggars. Eve-
" 1y one that made profeffion of fan&ity was
admitted to his converfation ; and his afpeét
‘wore the appearance of mortification and for=
rolw. : :

" Henry ‘now faw, when it was too late, the
‘fuperionity . which Becket aimed at. His re-
- fignation” of the chancellor’s office fhewed,
" ‘how thuch he was miftaken i the pliancy of
- Becket’sdifpofition ; efpecially when he began
to revive fome antient claims to feveral church-
linds, that had laimr dormant ever fince the

- Conqueft. - o .
Notwithftanding this, Henry wasrefolved
to try every expedient to reétify the errors
“'that 'had crept in among the clergy, who,
under a pretence of independence upon fecular
ower, were grown abominably licentious.
During the preceding reign, a great number
of idle and ilfiterate perfons, in order to enjoy
the indulgence of theirvices, had entered into
holy orders ; for the bithops feldom rcjeted
any that prefented. Thele having no bene-
fices, and fubje& to no jurifdi&tion, commit-
Yed the moft flagrant enormities with impu-~
nity. ' Among other inventions of the clergy
1o obtain money, that of felling pardons was
mtroduced. Thefe, and fuch like grievances,
Yore hard upon the people ; who were at the
fame time taught, that their only remedy was
amplicit fubmiffion. A prince of Henry’s
: Hs penetration
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penetration eafily pierced through the midft of
ignorance in which the age was 1nvolved ; and

refolved, by a bold ftruggle, to free the laity
from thefe clerical ufurpations. * An oppor-

tunity foon offered, forbeginning hisintended

reformation. A man in holy erders had de-
bauched the daughter of a gentlemanin Wor-

cefterfhire ; and then murdered the father.
‘The atrocioufnefs of the crime produced in-

dignation among the people ; and the king
infifted that the affaflin fhould be tried by the
civil magiftrate. This Becket oppofed, and
ordered the criminal to be confined in the
bithops prifon, left he fhould be feized by the.
officers of the king. It was to no purpofe.
that the king defired he might be tried firft by
an ccclefiaftical jurifdi&ion, and thendelivered
up to the fecular ‘tribunal. Becket aflerted
that it was unjuft to try a man twice for the
fame offence ; and appealed to- the court of
Rome. This was the time for Henry to make
his attack upon the immunities of the church g
when, to defend itfelf it muft efpoufe the
caufe of the moft atrocious criminal. He
therefore fumnmoned- an affembly of all the

. prelates  in England, and defired that the

murderer fhould be delivered -over to the
hands of juftice. Becket retired with the pre~
Jates to deliberate; but as he guided in the
aflembly, they entrenched themfelves behingt
the papal decrees, and refufed to give up their
prifoner., Henry, willing to bring them to.
an open abfurdity, demanded, whether they
avere willing to fubmit to the ancient laws of
she kingdom ? They replied, that they were

willing

f A. D. 11610
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willing ; ‘except where their own order was
concerned. The king, provoked by this eva~
five anfwery inftantly quitted the affembly ;
and fent Becket orders to furrender the ho-
nours and caftles which he continued te hold,
In confequence of having been chancellor.
Thefe being furrendered, the prelate quitted
London, without ‘taking the leaft notiee of
the affembly.

Becket was foon after induced to give way,
and to promife- his majefty, a fteady ‘obfer-
vance of the ancient laws of the kingdom.
This was the difpofition which the king wifh-
ed to retain him in; and he therefore fum-
toned a general council of the nobility and
prelates at~Clarendon, to whom he fubmitted
this important affair, and defired their con-
currence. Thefe councils feem, -at that time,
convened rather to give authenticity to the
king’s decrees, than to enal laws that were
to bind their pofterity. A numbecr of regu-
lations were there drawn up, which were af-
terwards well known under the title of the
Conftitutions of Clarendon. By thefe regu-
lations it was enaed, ‘that clergy-men ac-
cufed of any crime fhould be tried in the ci-
vil courts ; that ‘laymen fhould not. be tried
in the fpiritual courts, except by legal and
seputable witnefles ; that the king fhould ul-
timately judge in ecclefiaftical and fpiritual
appeals ; that .the archbifhops and bifhops
fhould be regarded as barons, and obliged te
furnith the public fuppliesas ufual with-per- -
fons.of their rank ; that the goods forfeited to
the king fhould notHbe6protc&ed in churches,
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or church-yards, by the clergy ; and that the
fons of villains fhould not take orders without
the confent of their lord.. Thefe,. with fome.
others of lefs confequence, to-the number of
{ixteen, were readily fubfcribed by. all the bi~
thops prefent; and Becket himfelf, who at
firft {hewed fome relu&ance, added his name

to the number. It only remained that the

pope fhould ratify them; but there Henry,
was miftaken:. } Alexander, who was then.
Pope, condemned them in the ftrongeft terms,,
abrogated, annulled, and reje&ted them; out
of fixteen he admmitted only. fix, which he
thought not important cnough to. deferve
cenfure. '
How Henry could fuppofe thie pope would
confent to thefe articles, which muft.deftroy:
his whote authority in the kingdom, is not.
cafy to conceive ;. but we may well fuppofe,.
that 2 man of Becket's. charaéter muft be ex-
tremely mortified, at finding that he had
figned what the pope had refufed to eonfirm..
Accordingly, en this.occafion, he. exprefled
the deepett forrow for his former cenceffions.
He redoubled his aufterities, in order te punifh.
bimfelf for his criminal compliance ;. and re--
fufed to perform at the altar, tilt he had ob-.
tained abfelution from his holinefs.. All thefe
mortifications appeared to Henry as little:
_-more than fpecious infults.upon himfelf ; and*

the breach betweer him. and: the archbifho
every day grew wider. At laft, willing tor
fuperfede the prelate’s authority at.any rate,
he defired the pope would fend a legate. into
‘&is dominions ; who, frem the nature of his
. €M~
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eommiflion might have a fuperior controul.
This the pope readily granted.; and alegate
was appointed,. but with a claufe annexed tor
his commiffion, that ke was to €xecute no-
thing in prejudice of the archbithop. An
authority thus clogged in that very part
where it was defired to be unlimited, was no:
way agreeable te.the'king ; and he fent back
the commiffion with great indignation. He
now went another way to- wreak his refent-
ment upon Becket. He had hinr fued for fome:
Iands, which were part of a manor belonging
to his primacy ; and the primate being de~
tained by ficknefs from coming into court, his
non-attendance was conftrued inte difrepelt.
A great council was fummoned at Northamp-
ton, where Becket defended his caufc in per-
fon; but he was ccndemaned as. guilty of a
contempt of the king’s court, and as wanting;
in that fealty which he had fworn to his fove~
reign. All his goods and chattles were con—
fifcated ;7 and the bithop of Winchefter was
obliged to proncunce the fentence againft him.
Befides." this. conviion, the king exhibited
another charge againft him for. three hundred
pounds which he had Ievied. DBecket, rather
_ than aggravate the king’s refentment, agreed
to give fureties for the payment. .The next
day, -enother fuit was commenced againft him
for'a thoufand marks, which the king had
leathim on fome former occafion. Immedi-
ately on. the back of thefe, a third claims
was made,” ftill greater than the former.
This was to give an account of the money he
Rad received, and experded, during the tim&
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of his chancellorfhip. The eftimate was laid
at no lefs than forty thoufand inarks; and
Becket was wholly unprovided either of the
means of balancing his accounts, or of fecu-
rities for an{wering fo greata demand. In
this exigence, his friends were divided. Some
prelates advifed him to refign his fee ; fome to-
throw himfelf entirely upon the king’s mercy 3
and fome to offer ten thoufand marks as a ge -
neral fatisfaétion for all demands. Becket fol-
lowed none of thefe opinions; but arraying
himfelf “in his epifcopal veftments, and with
the crofs in his hand, he went forward to the
king’s palace, and entering the royal apart-
ments, fat down, holding up the crofs as his
banner of proteltion. The king, who fat im
<an inner room, ordered by proclamation the
prelates and the nobility to attend him; to
whom he complained loudly of Becket’s info-
fence and inflammatory proceedings. The

whole council joined in condemning this in-

ftance of his unaccountable pride ; and deter-
mined to expoftulate with himr upon his in~
confiftency, in formerly fubfcribing the Con-
ftitutions of Clarendon, and now being the
firft to infringe them. Butall their meffages,
threats, and arguments were to no purpofe
Becket had taken his refolution, and it was.
now too late to attemptto fhake it. He put

himfelf, under the prote&ion of the pope;

and appealed to him againft any pendlty which
his judges might inflict. ‘Then, departing;
the palace, he afked the king’s permiffion to
teave Northampton ; and upon .receiving a
zefufal, withdrew in difguife, and found
means to crofs over to the continent, Thc’
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The intrepidity of Becket, joined to his ap-
parent fanélity, gained him a favourable re-~
ception upon the continent, both from the
%eoplc and their governors. The king of
France who hated Henry, affcéted to pity his
condition ; and the pope, honoured him with
the greateft marks of diftin&ion. Becket,
fenfible of his power, was willing to fhew all
poflible humility ; and refigned his fee into
the pope’s hands, in order to receive it back
from him with greater folemnity. Such
favours beftowed upon a perjured traitor; (for
fuch had been his fentence of condemnation
in England,) excited the indignation of Henry
beyond meafure. He faw his ambafladors
flighted, all his endeavours to procure a con-
ference with the pope fruftrated, and his fub-
je&ts daily excited te difcontent. * He re-
folved to free himfelf, and his people, from
a burthen that had long opprefled them. He
accordingly ifflued orders to his jufticiaries,
inhibiting, under fevere penalties, all appeals
to the pope or the archbifhop ; and forbidding
any of them to receive mandates from them.
He declared ittreafon to bring overfrom either
of them any interdi& upon the kingdom.
This he made punifhable in fecular clergy-
men by the lofs of their revenues and by caf-
tration, in regulars by the amputation of their
feet, and in laymen by death.

. The pope and the archbifhop were not re-
‘mifs on their fide to retort thefe fulminations.
Becket compared himfelf to Chrift, who had
been condemned by a lay tribunal ; and who
Was crucified a-new in the prefent oppreﬂiog;

* A, D, 1165
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of the church. But he did not reft in tofir~
plaints only. He iflued out a cenfure, excom-
municating the king’s chief minifters by name,
all that were concerned in fequeftring the-re-
venues of his fee, and all who obeyed or fa-
voured the Conftitutions of Clarendon. He
even threatened to excommunicate the king
himfelf, if he did not immediately repent ;
-and to give his cenfures the greater energy,

he got them ratified by the pope. .
Whatever Henry’s contempt of thefe ful-
minations might be, he, now fecretly wifhed
for an accommodatien. Yet there feemed no
other way but by the king’s appealing to the
poge, as umpire betweenr him and the arch-
bifhop. + The pope, on the other hand, was
. every day threatened himfelf by the machina-
tions of an antipope. He was apprehenfive
that the king of England might join againft
him ; he knew his great abilities, and was-
fenfible that as yet no infurreftion had been
made in confequence of the threats and exhor-
tations of Becket. Thus the difpofition of
both parties produced frequent dttempts to-
wards an accommodation ; but their mutual

Jjealoufies protraéted this defirable treaty,

Thefe difturbances continued for fome timé
Yonger; Becket never lofing an opportunity
of 1mpeaching the king’s minifters, and ob-
ftruting all his meafures. § At length, by
the mediation of the pope’s legate, all diffiv
culties were adjufted; and while the king al-
Jowed Becket to return, that prelate confented
to wave the kifs of peace. The ceremonial of
the interview being regulated, when the arche
' bifhop-
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~<bifhop-approached, the king advanced to meet
‘him in the moft gracious manner ; and con-
verfed with him for fome time, with great
‘eafe, familiarity, and kindnefs. All material
points being adjufted, Becket attended Henry
en horfeback ; and as they rode together, the
-prelate begged fome fatisfa&tion for the inva-
fions of his right by the archbifhop "of Yark,
who had fome time before crowned the young
prince. To this Henry replied, that what
was paft could not be undone ; but that he
would take care that none but he fhould crown
the young queen, which ceremony was foon
tobe performed. Becket, traniported at this.
inftance of the king’s condefcenfion, alighted
inftantly, and threw himfelf at the feet of his
fovereign, who, leaping from his horfe at the
fame time, lifted him from the ground, and
belped him to remount. The terms of their
fagreement were very advantageous to the pre~
late; and this might have infpired him with
%rat;itude. It was agreed, that he fhould not re-
“fign any of thofe pretenfions; which had been
the ground of the quarrel ; that Becket and his
adherents fhould be reftored to their Hvings 3
and that all the poffefiors of fuch benefices.
belonging to the fee of Canterbury, as had
been inftalled fince the primate’s’ abfence,
thould be expelled, and Becket fupply the va-
cancies. In return for thefe conceflions, the
king only reaped the advantage of feeing his
minifters abfolved from the fentence of ex-
€ommunication, and of preventing an inter-
di€t, which was preparing to. be laid upon all

bis dominions. , ;
» Becket
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Becket - having thus -triumiphed over ‘the.
-King, refolved to remit mothing of the power
which he had acquired. He foon began o
fhew, that not even a temporary tranquility

.was to be the refult of his reconciliation. ' .

Nothing could exceed :thie infolence -with
-which ie condu&ed himfelf upon his firf -
Janding in England. Inftead of -retiring qui--
‘etly to his diocefe, with that modefty which-
:became .2 man jult pardaned, heinade a pro-
.grefs through :Kent, in all the fplendor -and
:magnificence of a fovereign pontiff. As he-
:approached Southwark, the clerg?l, the laity,
-men of all ranks and ages, came torth to meet
‘him, and celebrated his triumphal entry with
‘hymns of joy. Thus, confident of the voiee
and the hearts of the people, he began to
launch fourth his thunders againitt thote -who
‘had been his oppofers. The archbithep of
York, who had crowned -Heary’s cideft fon
in his abfence, was the firft againft-whom he
denounced fentence of fufpenfion. The bi~
¢hops of I.ondon and Salifbury he excom-
qmunicated. Robert de Broc, and .Nigel de
:Sackville, were expofe& to the farne cenfures;
vwith many of the moft confiderable prelates
:and minifters, who had affifted at the late co-
.ronation. One man he excommunicated for
baving fpoken againft him ; and another, for
:having cut off the tail of one of his horfes.
Henry was thenin Normandy, while the
-primate was thus triumphantly parading thro’
the kingdom ; and it was not without the ut-
:moft indignation that he received information
of his turbulent infolence. 'When the excom-
- municated
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municated prelates arrived with their com-
plaints, he burft out into an exclamation,
‘that he had no friends, or he would not fo
long have been expofed to the infults of that
ungrateful hypocrite. Thefe words excited
the attention of the whole court ; and four of
his moft refolute attendants, knights and gen-
tlemen of his houthold, Reginal Fitz-Utfe,
William de Tracy, Hugh de ‘Moreville, and
Richard Brito, 1mmediately communicated
their thoughts to each other.  They inftantly
bound themfelves by an oath to revenge their
king’s quarrel; and fecretly retiring, took
thipping at different ports, and met the next
day at the caftle of Saltwode, within fix miles
of Canterbury. Seme expreflions which they
had dropt, and their fudden departure, gave

.the king reafon to fufpeét theirdefign. He

therefore fent meflengers to overtake and for-
bid them, in his name, tocommit any vio-
lence ; but thefe orders arrived too late. The
confpirators proceeded to Canterbury with alk
hafte. Advancing direfly to Becket’s houfe,
and entering his apartment, they reproached
him very fiercely for the rafhne(s and the in-~
folence “of his condut. Becket vindicated
all his a&ions. During this altercation, the
time approached for Becket to affift at vetpers,
whither he went, the confpirators following ;-
As foon as he had reached the altar, they all.
fell upon him ; and having cloven his head,
he dropt down dead before the altar of St.
Benedi&.

The circumftances of the murder, and the
place where it was perpetrated, made a furpri-
zing impreffion on the people. No fooner

was,
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was his -death known, than they ruthed inte
the church ; and dipping their hands in his
blood, crofled themielves with it, as with that
of a faint. The clergy, whofe intereft it was
to have Becket confidered as. a faint, .did alt
in their power to magnify his _fan&l':t_g',_to cX-
tol the merits of his martyrdom, and to hold
him out as the fitteft obje& of the veneration
‘of the people. Their endeavours prevailed.
Innumerable were the miracles faid to be
wrought at his tomb. It was not fufficient
that his fhrine had the power of reftoring

dead men to life ; it reftored alfo cows, dogs, -

and horfes. It was reported, and believed,
that he rofe from his coffin before he was
buried, to light the tapers defigned for his
funeral : nor was he remifs, when the funeral
ceremony was over, in ftretching forth his
bands to give his benedi&tion to the people.
‘Thus Becket became a faint; and the ki
was ftrongly fufpeted of procuring his al-
faffination. . : ) :
Nothing could exceed the king’s confter-
nation upon receiving the firft news of this
grelate’s cataftrophe. He was inftantly fenfi~
le that the murder would be imputed to him.
He was apprized that his death would effe&
what his oppofition could not do ; and would
procure thofe advantages to the church, whick
1t had been the ftudy of his whole- reign to

refufe. Thefe confiderations gave him the .

moft unfeigned concern. He fhut himfelf up
in darknefs, refufing the attendance of his
domeftics. He even refufed, during three
days, all nourifhment. The courtiers drgads
ang the effefts of his regret, were at laft
o , ébliged

A
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obliged to break into his folitude; and in-
duced him to be reconciled to a meafure
that he could not redrefs. The pope foon
‘after being made fenfible of the king’s inno-
¢énce, granted him his pardon; but upon
‘condition that he would perform every injunc-
tion that the -holy See fhould require. All
things being thus adjufted, the aﬂ'a(!lﬁns retired
to the enjoyment of their former dignities
and honours ; and the king, in order to divert
‘the minds of the people to a different obje&t,
undertook an expedition againft Ireland.
Ireland was at that time in much the fame
fivvation that England had been, after the
firft invafion of the Saxons. They had been
tarly converted -to Chriftianity ; and, for °
‘three”or four centuries after, poffefled a largg
proportion of the learning of the times.- Be-
ang undifturbed by foreign invafions, and per-
haps too poor to invite the rapacity of con-
uerors, they enjoyed a peaceful life, which
they gave up to piety, and fuch learning as
was then thought neceffary.. Of their Jearn-
ing, their arts, their piety, and even their
spolifhed manners, many monuments remain
to this day.) But in time they fell from thefe ;
and théir pofterity at the time’we fpeak of,
were wrapt in the darkeft barbarity. This
may be imputed to the frequent invafions
which they fuffered from the Danes, who
over-ran the whole country, and every where
- dpread their ravages, and confirmed their au-
thority. The natives, kept in the ftrifteft
bondage, grew every day more ignorant and
_ brutal,; And when at laft they rofe upon
- gheir conquerors, and totally expelled thgmfll th;
' : o aflan
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ifland, they wanted inftruftors to reftore them
to their former attainments. From thence
they continued in the moft deplorable ftate
" of barbariim. The towns that had been. for~
merly built were fuffered to fall into ruin;
the inhabitants exercifed pafture in the opea
country, and fought prote&ion from danger
- by reuring into their forefts.and bogs. Al
moft all fenfe of religion was extinguifhed ;
the petty princes exercifed continual outrages .
upon each other’s territories; and nothing but
ftrength alone was able to procure redrefs.
| At the time when Henry firft planned the
invafion of the ifland, it was divided inw
- five principalities, Leinfter, Meath, Munfter,
- "Ulfter and Connaught ; each governed by its
refpe&ive monarch. As it had been ufnd
for one or other of thefe to take the lead
their wars, he was denominated fole monarch
of the kingdom, and pofieiled of a power
- refembling that of the early Saxon monarchs
.in England. Rederic Connor, Kking of
Connaught, was then advanced to this digni-
ty, and Dermot M¢ Morrogh was: King of
Leinfter. This licentious tyrant, had car-
ried off and ravifhed the daughter of the king
of Meath, who being . ftrengthened by the
alliance of the king of Connaught, invaded
the ravifher’s.dominions and expelled him
from his kingdom. He had recourfe to: Henryy
who was at that time at Guienne ; and offered
to hold his kingdom of the Englith crown,
in cafehe recovered it by the king’s affiftance.
Henry readily accepted the offer ; but being
at that time embarraffed by more near inters
cfts, he only gave Dermot letterspatqntihz
.o whic
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ohich he empowered: all his fubje&s to-aid the
4rifh prince’in the recover y of his'dominions.
Dermot- returned. to' Briftol, where he formed
a treaty with Richard, fur-named Strongbow,
<arl of Pembroke, who agreed to re-nftate
dim-in his dominions; upon condition of his
being married to his daughtér Eva, and de-
dlared his. heiri Dermot at the fame time:
contralted: for fuccours with Robert Fitafte-
phen, and: Maurice.Fitzgerald, whom he pro-
mifed to: gratify with the city of Wexford,
and the two -agjoining diftri@ts. . Being thus
aflured of affiftance, he returned privately to
hreland, and  concealed himfelf during the
winter in the monaftery of Ferns. * Robert
Fitsftephen the enfuing fpring, landed with
2n hundred and thirty knights, fixty efquires,
and three hundred archers. They were foon
after joined by Maurice Pendergaft; who,
about the: fame time, brought over tem
knights and fixty archers; and with this fmall
body of forces- they: refolved on . befieging
Wexford, which was to. be theirs by treaty.
This town was quickly reduced; and the ad-
¥enturers being reinforced. by another body of.
men to the amount of anhundred and fifty,.
undes the command of Maurice Fitzgerald,
compofed an.army that ftruck the barbarous
natives with:awe. Roderic the chief monarch;
of the.ifland, ventured to oppofe them, but he-
‘whs defeated ; foon after the prince of Offory:
was obliged to: fubmit, and give hoftages for:
Yiis. future conduét. '
Dermeot being re-inftated in his hereditary:
dominions, fbua- b:%an;m conccive hopes of>
@aking, himfelf . mafter of Ireland. \thxtf
T Ci¢
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thefe views, he endeavoured to expedite
Stronghow.; who was not yet come over.
Dermot tried to enflame his ambition by the
glory of the conqueft, and his avarice by the
advantages it would procure. Strongbow firft
fent ovér Raymond, one of his retinue, with

ten knights and feventy archers; and fhortl
after himielf landed with two hundred horfe
and an hundred archers. All thefe Englith
forces, now joining together became irrefifti-
ble; and though the whole number did not
amount to a thoufand, yet the natives were
every where put to the rout. The city of
Waterford quickly furrendered; Dublin was
-taken by aflault ; and Strongbow, foon after
marrying Eva: according to treaty, became
matfter ot the kingdom of Leinfter upon Der-
mot’s deceate. -
"~ The ifland being thus in 2 manner fubdued,
for nothing was capable of oppofing the pro-
grefs of the Englifth arms, Henry was willing
to fhare in perfon thofe honeurs, which the
adventurers had already fecured. He there-
fore fhortly after, landed in Ireland at the'
head of five hundred knights and fome foldiers;
not fo much to conquer a difputed territory,
as to take pofieflion of &fubjeé{ kingdom. Ia
his progreis through the country, he received
‘the homage of the petty chieftains as he went:
along, and left moft of them in pofleffion of:
their ancient territories. Lna place fo uncul-
tivated, and fo ill peopled, there was ftill land
enough to fatisfy the adveaturers who had
followed him. Strongbow was made fenef-
chal of Ireland, Hugh de Lacy was made
: : i govense.
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governor of Dublin, and John de Courcy re-
ceived a patent for conquering the province, of
Ulfter, which as yet remained unfubdued.
The Irith bithops very gladly admitted the
Englifh, as they expeéted from their {uperior
civilization, a greater degree of rcverence
and refpe&. Pope Adrian, who had, in the
beginning, encouraged Henry to fubdue the
Infh, by his Bull, granting him the kingdom,
now confirmed him 1n his conqueft, and the
kings of England were acknowledged. as lords
of Ireland for ever. Thus, after a trifling
effort, in which very little money was expend-
ed, and litde blood fhed, that beautiful ifland
became an endage to the Englifh crown,
and as fuch it has ever fince continued, with
unfhaken fidelity.

The joy which this conqueft diffufed was
very great ; and Henry feemed now to have
attained his withes. He was undifputed mo-
narch of very large domains; father of a nu-
merous progeny, vi&orious over all his ene-
mies, and chearfully obeyed by all his fubje&s.
Henry, his eldeft fon, had been anointed king,
and was acknowledged as undoubted fuccef-
for ; Richard, .his fecond fon, was invefted
with the dutchy of Guienne and Poitou;
Geoffry, his third fon, inherited, in right of
his wife, the dutchy of Brittany ; and fohn,
his youngeft, was defigned as king in Ireland.
Sncz was the flattering profpeé&t of grandeur
before him ; but fuch is the inftability of
human happinefs, that this very exaltation of
his family, proved the means of embittering
his fature life.

Vol. I, v I Queen
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~ Queen Eleanor, who had been divorced
from her former confort for incontinence, was
Jong become difagrecable to Henry ; and he
fought in others, thofe fatisfattions he could
not find with her. Among the number of his
miftrefles we have the name of. Fair Rofa-
mond, who makes fo confpicuous a figure in
the ballads of the time. Ro!amond Clifford
as faid to have been the moft beautiful woman
in England. Henry loved her with a faithful
-attachment ; and in order to fecure her from
the refentment of his queen, who, having been
incontinent herfelf, became jealous of his in-
continence, he concealed her in a labyrinth in
Woodftock Park, where he pafled his vacant
hours. This came to the queen’s knowledge,
who, as:the accounts add, being guided by 2
clew of filk to her fair rival’s retreat, obliged
her, by holding a drawn dagger to her breaft,
to fwallow poifon. Whatever truth may be
in this ftory, certainit is, that this haughty
woman, by her jealoufy firft fowed the feeds
of .diflenfion between the king and his chil-
dren, - . '

§ Young Henry was taught to believe him-
felf injured, in not being admitted to a fhare
of the adminiftration. This prince had, from
‘the beginning, fhewn alarge degree of pride:
when the ceremony of his coronation was
performing, the king, willing to give it all
the fplendor poflible, waited upon him at ta-
ble; and while he offered him the cup, op-
ferved, that no prince ever before had been
fo magnificently attended. There is nothing
extraordinary, replied the young prince, in

fecing

§ A.D. 1173,
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feeing the fon of a count ferving the fon of a
king. The difcontent of young Henry was
foon followed by that of Geoffry and Richard,
whom the queen perfuaded to affert their title
to the territories affigned them ; and upon
the king’s refufing their demands, they all
fled to the court of France, where Lewis
gave them countenance and _prote&ion,
%.uéen_ Eleanor herfelf was meditating an ef-
cape to the fame court, and had put on man’s
apparel for. that purpofe, when fhe was feized
by the king’s order and put intq confinement.
Thus Henry faw all his long profpeét of fu-
ture happinefs totally clouded; his fons,
fcarce yet arrived at manhood, eager to fhare
the fpoils of their father’s pofleffions; his
queen ‘warmly encouraging thofe undutiful
princes in their rebellion, and many poten-
tates of Europe not athamed to lend them af-
fitance. Nor was his profpe& much more
Jleafing when he looked among his fubjeéts :
‘iis' licentious barons, difgufted with a vigi-
lant government, defired to be governed by
princes whom they could flatter or intimidate s
the clergy had not yet forgot Becket’s death 3
#nd the people confidered him as a faint and a
martyr. In this univerfal difaffe&ion, Henry
fupported that intrepidity which he had fhown
through life, and preparcd for a conteft from

_which he could expe&t to reap ncither profit

nor glory. Twenty thoufand mercenary fol-"
diers, joined to fome troops which he broughs
ever from Treland, and a few barons of ap-
proved fidelity, formed the fole force with
which he propofed toIreﬁﬁ his opponents.

~ N - 2 i o .
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It was not long before the young princes
had fufficient influence to raife a powerful
confederacy in their favour. Befide the kin
of France, Philip count of Flanders, Mat-
thew count of Bologne, Theobald count of
Blois, and Henry count of Eu, all declared
themfelves in their interefts.  William,
king of Scotland, alfo made one of this affo-
ciation, and a plan was concerted for ag'ti,_;e-
ral invafion of Henry’s dominions. This
was fhortly after put into execution. . TFhe
king’s continental dominions were invaded on
one fide, by the count of Flanders and Bou-
Yogne; onthe other by the king of France,
with a large army, which the young Englith

ginccs animated by their prefence. But .

enry found means to oppofe them on every
quarter ; the count of Boulogne, being mor-
tally wounded in the affault of the town of
Drincourt, 1 his death ftopped the progrefs
of the Flemith arms on that fide.  The
French army being obliged to retire from the
. fiege of Verneuil, Henry attacked their rear,
put them to the rout, and took feveral prifo-
mers. The Barons of Brittany alfo, who had
rifen in favour of the young princes, fhared
no better fate ; their army was defeated in the
field, and, taking fhelter in the town of Dol,
were there made prifoners of war. Thef¢
fuccefles “teprefled the pride of the confede-

tated forces, and a conference was demanded *

by the French king, to which Henry readily
agreed. In this interview, he had the mor-
tification to- fee his three fons, ranged on the
fide of his inveterate enemy ; but he was ftill

more

b4 }i D. 1174,
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more difappointed to find that their demands
rofe with their incapacity to obtain them by
co%)émlﬁon. .
- While Henry was thus quelling the info-
lence of hjs foreign enemies, his l%nglifh fub-
je@ts were in no fmall danger of revolting.
The nobility were in general united to oppofe
him. The earl of Leicefter, at the head of
a body of Flemmings, invaded Suffolk, but
was repulfed with great flaughter. The earl
of Ferrers, Roger g(le Mowbray, and many
ethers of equal dignity, rofe in arms ; while,
the more to augment the confufion, the king
of Scotland broke into the northern provinces
with an army of eighty thoufand men. Henry,
flew over to England; but his diffenfion
with Becket was remembered againft him,
and it was his intereft to convince the clergy,
as well as the people, that he was no way ac-
ceflory to his murder. He had fome time
before exculpated himfelf to the pope, and
promifed to perform whatever penances the
thurch fhould infli&k. Thefe conceffions
feemed to fatisfy the court of Rome; but
they were, every day. putting Henry in'mind
of his promife, and demanding thofe humi-
liations for his offence, that could alone re-
concile him to the church. He now, there-
fore, found it proper to obey, and, knowing
the influence of fuperftition over the minds
of the people, refolved to do penance at the
}hrine of St. Thomas of Canterbury, for
that was the name now given to Becket. As
foon as he came within fight of the church of
Canterbury, alighting from his horfe, he
I3 walkedt
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walked barefoot towards the town, proftrated
himfelf before the fhrine of the faint, re-
mained in fafting and prayer a whole day,
watched all night the holy relics, made a
grant of fifty pounds a year to the convent,
for a conftant fupply of tapers to iHuminate
the thrine ; and, not fatisfied with thefe fub-
miffions, he affembled a chapter of monks,
difrobed before them, puta fcourge of difci-
pline into éach of their hands, and prefented
his bare fhoulders to their infliftion. Next
day he received abfolution; and departing
for London, received the agreeable news of a
vi&ory over the Scots, obtained on the very
«day of his abfolution. ,

Having thus brought over the minds of the
people, hefought upon furer grounds 3 every
viftory he obtained was imputed tq the favour

of the faint, and every fuccefs increafed the =

confidence of his party. The vi€ory which
was gained over the Scots was fignal and de-

" cifive. William, their king, after having

committed the moft horrible depredations,
had thought proper to retreat upon the ad-
vance of an Englith army, commanded by
Ralph de Glanville, the famous Englifh law-
rer.  As he had fixed his ftatiorat Alnwick,

%c thought himfelf perfetly fecure, from the
remotenefs of the enemy, againft any attack.
In this however he was deceived ; for Glan-
ville, informed of his fituation, made an
hafty march, and approached very near dur
ing the obfcurity of a mift. The. Scotch,
who continued in perfe& fecurity, were fur-
prized in the worning to find themfelves at-
tacked ;- and their king venturing with a fmalt
body
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body of horfe to oppofe the affailants, was
furrounded apd taken prifoner. His troops
hearing of this, fled on all fides with the ut=
moft precipitation to their own country.

From that time Henry’s affairs began to
wear a better afpeét; the garons, who had re-
volted, inftantly delivered up their caitles to
the vi€or, and England in a few weeks was
reftored to perfe& tranquility. Young Hen-
ry, who was ready to embark with a large
army, to fecond the efforts of the Englifh in-
furgents, finding all difturbances quieted at
home, abandoned all thoughts of the expedi~
tion. Lewis attempted 1n vain to befiege
Rouen, which Henry haftened over to fuc=
cour. A ceflation of arms and a conference
was once more agreed upon by the two mo-
narchs. Henry granted his fons much lefs
advantageous terms than they formerly re-
fufed to accept: the moft material, were
fome penfions for their fupport, fome caftles

_for their refidence, and an indemnity to all
-their adherents. Thus England once more
“emerged from the numerous calamities that

. threatened to overwhelm it, and the king was
left at liberty to make various provifions for
the glory, the happinefs, and the fecurity of
his people.

* His firft care was to make his prifoner,
the king of Scots, undergo a proper punifh-
ment for his ungenerous attack. That prince

_ was content to fign a treaty, by which he
was compelled to do homage to Henry for
“his dominions in Scotland. It was agreed,
that his barons and bifthops fhould do the

I4 fame

* A. D, 11780
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fame; and that the fortrefles of Edinburgh,
Stirling, Berwick, Roxborough, and Jedbo-
rough, fhould be delivered into the hands of
‘the conqueror tifl the articles were performed.
This treaty was pun&tually and rigoroufly ex-
ecuted; the king, barons, and prelates of
Scotland did homage to Henry in the cathe-
dral of York; fo that he might now be con-
fidered as the monarch of the whole ifland,
the mountainous parts of Wales excepted.

His domeftic regulations were as wife as his
political condu& was fplendid. He enalted
fevere penalties againft robbery, murder,
coining, and burning of houfes ; ordaining
that thefe crimes fhould be punifhed by the
amputation of the right-hand and right-foot.
He partitioned out the kingdom into fix divi-
fions ; ¥ and appointed itinerant juftices to go-

their refpe&tive circuits to try caufes, to ref- -

train the cruelties of the barons, and to pro-
tect the lower ranks of the people. He re-
newed the trial by juries, which, by the bar-
barous method of camp-fight, was almoft
grown obfolete. He demolifhed all the caf-
tles that had been built in the times of gene-
tal confufion; and, to fecure the kingdem
more effcCtually againft any threatened in-
vafion, he eftablifhed a well-armed militia,
who, with proper accoutrements, fpecified
in the aét, were to defend the realm wupon
anﬁ emergency.

. .

ut it was not in the power of wifdom to

conciliate the turbulent fpirits of his fons,
who, not contented with rebelling againft
their father, now warmly profecuted their

B e enmitics

+ AD. 1176, .
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enmities againft each other. * Richard,
whom Henry had made mafter of Guienne,
and who had already difplayed great valour
- inhumbling his mutinous barons, refufed to
obey his father’s orders in doing homage to
his elder brother for that dutchy. 'Y%ung
Henry and Geoffry, uniting their arms, car-
ried war into their brother’s dominions ; and
while the king was endeavouring to compofe
their differences, he found himfelf fecretly
confpired againft by all. What the refult of
this confpiracy might be, is uncertain ;* for
it was defeated by t%e death of young Henry,
who died in the twenty-ninth year of his age,
of a fever, at Martel, not without the deep-
¢ft remorfe for his undutiful condu& towards
his father, :
1 As this prince Ieft no pofterity, Richard
was become heir in his room; and he foon
difcovered the fame ambition as his elder bro-
ther. He refufed to obey his father’s com-
mands in giving up Guienne, which he had
been put in pofleflion of ; and even made pre-
parations to attack his brother Geoffry, who
was poflefled of Brittany. No fooner was
»this Ereach made up, at the intercefion of
the queen, than Geoffry broke out into vio-
lence, and demanded Anjou to be annexed to
his dominions of Brittany. This being re-
fufed him, he followed the old method ofg pro-
curing redrefs, fled to the court of France,
and prepared to levy an army againft his fa-
ther. + Henry was freed from the danger
that threatened him on that quarter, by
Geoffry’s death, who was killed in a tourna-
ment at Paris, The lofs of this prince gave:
Is tew,,

* A, D, 1180, % A.D.a185 § A.D. 1186,
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few, except the king himfelf, any uneafinefs,
as he was univerfally hated, and went among,
the people under the name of Tke Child of
Perdition, E

But the death of the prince did not wholly
remove the caufe of hisrevolt; for Philip,
the king of France, difputed his title to the
wardfhip of Arthur, the fon of Geoffry, who

was now become duke of Brittany, upon the -

death of his father. ' + In confequence of this,
another conference of the two kings was held

between Gifors and Trie, the ufual place of

meeting, under a vaft elm, that is faid to

have fhaded more than an acre. It wasin

the midft of this conference, that a new ob-

je& was offered to their confideration; and
that quickly bore down all fecular confidera~

vions. The archbithop of Tyre appeared

before the aflfembly in the moft miferable ha<

bit, and with looks calculated to inipire com~

paffion. He had come from the Holy Land,

-and had feen the oppreffion of the Chriftians,
who were appointed to defend the Holy Se-

pulchre, and was a witnefs of the triumph of

the infidels. The Chriftians, about a cent

before, had attacked and taken Jerufalem ;

but the Saracens being every day reinforced

by frefh fupplies, at laft conquered a land of

warriors, who, in'commen, preferring celi-
bacy to marriage, had not multiplied in the
ordinary methods of population. The holy
city itfelf was re-taken by the viorious arms
of Saladin ; and all Paleftine, excepta few
maritime towns, fubdued. Nothing now re-
mained of thofe boafted conquefts, that had
¢nflamed

'+ A. D, 188,
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enflimed the zeal of the weftern world; and
nothing was to be feen, of what near a cene
tury before had employed the efforts of all
the nobleft fpirits of Europe. The weftern
Chriftians were aftonifhed at this intelligence
the whole audience burft into tears ; the two
kings laid afide their animofity, and agreed to
convert their whole attention to the rcfcuing
{gmfalem from the hands of the infidels.
They inftantly therefore took the crofs;
manj' of. their moft confiderable vaffals imi-
tated their example; and as the emperor
Frederic I. entered into the fame confede-
racy, it was expefted, nothing could refift
their united endeavours. But it was the fate
of Henry to be croffed in his moft darling
purfuits gy his undutiful and ungrateful chil-
dren.

Richard, to hinder his Father from going,
entered into a confederacy with the king of
France. § And, Henry found himfclf oblig-
ed to give up all hopes of taking the crofs,
and compelled to enter upon a war with France
and his eldeft fon. He faw the confedcrac
daily gaining ground. Ferte Bernard fell firft
into the hands of the enemy ; Mans was next
taken by aflault; Amboife, Chaumont, and
Chatteau de Loire, opened their gates upon
the enemies appearance; Tours was invefted ;
and the king, who had retired to Saumur,
and had daily inftances of the cowardice and
infidelity of his governors, expeéted the.moft
difmal iffue of all his enterprizes. Atlafta
treaty was concluded, in which he fubmitted
to many mortifying conceflions. It wasagreed

16 that

§ A. D. 118q.
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that Richard fhould marry the princefs Ade~
lais, and be crowned king of England during
the life-time of his father. It was ftipulated,
that Henry thould pay twenty thoufand marks
to the king of France, as a compenfation for
the charges of the war; that his own barons
fhould engage to make him obferve this treaty 3
and in cafe of violating it, to join Philip and

Richard a§ainﬁ him; and that aH his vaffals -

who efpoufed the caufe of Richard, fhould re-
ceive an indemnity for the offence. Thefe
were terms fufficiently humiliating to a prince
accuftomed to give, not receive, commands 3
but what was his refentment, when, upon de-

manding a hift of the barons that were to.be

thus pardoned, he found his fon John, his fa-
vourite child, among the number. He had
Jong borne an infirm ftate of body with calm.
refignation; he had feen his children rebeb
without much emotion; he faw his own fon
his conqueror, himfelf bereft of his power,,
reduced to the condition of a fugitive, and al-
moft fuppliant, in his old age; and all this
he endured with tranquillity of temper : but
when he faw that child, whofe interefts always
lay next his heart, among the number of thofe

who were in rebellion againft him, he could: -

no longer contain his indignation. He broke
out into expreflions of the utmoft defpair 3
curfed the day in which he had Treceived his

" miferable being ; and beftowed on his un- .

grateful children a malediftion, which he
never after could be prevailed upon to-retradt.
The more his heart was difpofed to friendfhip-
and affeftion, the more he refented this bar-

barous
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barous return; and now, not laving one
carner in his heart where he could look for
comfort, or fly for refuge from his confliéting;
paffions, he loft all his former vivacity. ./%
lingering fever, caufed by a broken heart, .
foon after terminated his life and his miferies..
He died at the caftfe of Chinon, near Saumur,

His corpfe was conveyed by his natural for -
Geoffry, who of all his children behaved with
duty, to the nunnery of Font-Everaud; and
next day, while it }’ay in the abbey-church,.
Richard chancing to enter, was ftruck with
horror at the fight. At his approach, the
blood was feen to gufh eut at‘the mouth and'
noftrils of the corpfe. Richard could not en~
dure the fight. He exclaimed, that he was.
his father’s murderer ; and exprefled a ftrong,
though late, fenfe of that undutiful condué%,,
which brought his parent to am untimely

rave.

Thus died Henry, in the fifty eighth year
of his age, and the thirty-fifth of hisreign ;:
in the courfe of which he difplayed all the
abilities of a politician, all the fagacity of a
legiflator, and all the magnanimity of an hero..
He was of a middle ftature, ftrong and well
proportioned, his countenance was lively and
engaging ; his converfation affable and enter-
taining ; his clocution eafy, ‘perfuafive, and
at command. When he could enjoy lei-
fure, he recreated himfelf, either in learned
converfation or reading, and he cultivated his.
natural talents by ftudy above any prince of
his time. He lived revered above all the prin-
ces of his time : and his death was decpl'i

S ‘ lammente
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lamented by his fubjeéts, whofe happinefs ap-
pears to have been the great aim of all his en-
dcavours. He was temperate, even to a degree
of abftinence, and fetdom fat down, except at
fupper. He was compaflionate to all in dif-
trefs, and {o charitable, that he conftantly
allotted a tenth of his houfhold provifions to
the poor. And in a time of dcarth he main-
tained ten thoufand indigent perfons, from the
beginning of Spring to the end of Autumn.
During his reign, all foreign improvements
in literature and politenefs, in laws and arts,
feem to have been, in a good meafure, trani-
planted into England. The little learning
of the Saxon priefts, which was confined to
church hiftory and legendary tales, was now
exchanged for {chool-philofophy. The home-
ly manners of the great were {oftened by the
pomps of chivalry. The people, however,
were as yet far from being civilized ;° and
even in the cities, where the focial arts were
beft cultivated, there were amazing inftances
of Dbarbarity. It was common, for inftance,
in London, for great numbers to the amount
of an hundred, or more, of the fons and rela-
tions of eminent citizens, to form themfelves
into a confederacy to plunder and rob their
more wealthy neighbours. By thefe crimes
it was become fo dangerous to walk the
ftrects at ‘night that the citizens, after dark,
were obliged to continue within doors. A
band of thefe ruffians had one day attacked
the houfe of a rich citizen, with an intention
to plunderit.  They had already broke thro’
a ftone wall with hammers and wedges ; and
. were
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were alually entering the houfe fword in
hand, when the. citizen, in complete armour,
ﬁ:r]ia%)prted by his fervants, appeared in the
paffage to oppofe them. *He cut off the right
hand of the firft robber that entered; and
made fuch a noble refiftance, that his neigh-
bours had time to affemble, and come to his
relief. The man- who loft his hand was
caught ; and was tempted by the promife of
a pardon to reveal his confederates, amon
whom was one John Senex, efteemed among
the richeft and the beft born citizens of Lon-
don. He was convifted; and though he of-
fered five hundred marks for his life, the king
ordered him to be hanged. -

Henry left only two legitimate fons, Rich-
ard, who fucceeded him ; and John, who in-
herited no territory, and therefore received
the furname of Lackland. He left three le-
gitimate daughters, Maud, who was married
to the duke of Saxony, Eleanor married to
Alphonfo, king of Caftile, and Joan, to Wil-
liam, king of Sicily. He left two natural
-fons by Rofamond ; Richard Long{word, who
was afterwards married to the daughter and
heirefs of the earl of Salifbury ; and Geoffry,
who was afterwards archbifhop of York.

- : CHAP.
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CHAP. IX

Ricuarp I. furnamed CoruR DE Lriows

ICHARD, who fucceeded to the throne
without oppofition, feemed refolved to
difcourage future difobedience, by difmiffing
from his fervice all thofe who had affifted him
in his former undutiful condu&. Thofe who
had feconded his rebellion, inftead of mectin&
with that honour they expeéted, were treate
with fcorn and negle&. He retained in his.
fervice all the loyal adherents of the late
king ; faying thofe who were faithful to one
fovereign would probably continue fo to ano-
ther. He inftantly releafed his mother from
confinement ; and was profufe in heaping fa-
vours upon his brother.

"Richard had iffued a_proclamation, forbid-
ding all Jews to enter into. the Church, dur-
ing the coronation fervice. Yet a few of
them endeavoured to fteal in ; but they were
deiefted and roughly repelled. A fray en-
fued, in which feveral Jews were killed. A
repori arofe, that the king had ordered all the
Jews to be extirpated : on which the populace.
murdered all they could find, and then plun-

S dered’
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dered and fet-fire to their houfes, in which
great numbers of them perithed. Richard -
punifhed the ringleaders of this riot feverely,
and took the Jews under his prote&tion. Five
hundred Jews had retired into York caftle
for fafety ; but finding themfelves unable to
defend the place, they refolved to perifh by
killing one another, rather than truft the fury
of their perfecutors.  Having taken this
gloomy refolutiqqn, they firft murdered their
wives and children ; next threw the dead bo-
dies over the wall ; and then fetting fire to
the houfes, perithed in the flames.

Richard’s father had left him above an
hundred thoufand marks; and this he en-
deavoured to augment by all expedients: in
order to his expedition to the Holy Land.
He fet up to fale the revenues and manors of
the crown, and feveral offices of the greateft
truft and power. Liberties, charters, caftles,
and employments, were given to the beft bid~
ders. When fome of his friends fuggefted the
danger attending this venality, he told them he
would fell the city of London itfelf, if he
could find 2 purchafer. In thefe times we
find but ene man who was honeft enough te
retire from employment, when places were
become thus ignominious. This was the
great lawyer Glanville, who refigned his
poft of jufticiary. Richard was not much
difpleafed at his refignation, as he was able
fhortly after to fell his employment to Hugh,
bithop of Durham, for a thoufand marks,
Thus the king, elated with the hopes of fame,

, Was blind to every other confideration. Nus

merous exadtions were pradtifed upon people
' of
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of all ranks and ftations. A zealous preaches
of thofe times was fo bold as to remonfitrate
againft the king’s conduét ; and advifed him
to part with his three daughters, which were
pride, avarice, and fenfuality. To this Rich-
ard readily replied, ¢ You counfel right, m
¢ friend ; and I have already provided huf-
¢ bands for them all. I will difpofe of my.
¢¢ pride to the templars; my avarice to
¢ the monks; and as for my fenfuality,
“¢ the clergy fhall fhare that among them.””
At length having got together a fufficient fup«
ply for his undertakiug ; he fet out-for the
Holy Land, whither he was impelled by re-
peated meflages from the king of France,’
who was ready to embark in the fame enter-
prize. .
* ‘The firft place of rendezvous for the two
armies of England and France, was the plain -
of - Vezelay, on the borders of Burgundy,
where, when Richard and Philip arrived, they.
found their armies amounting to an hundred
thoufand fighting men. Thefe were all ar-
dent in the caufe ; the flower of both domi-
nions, and provided with all the implements
and accoutrements of war. Here the French
“prince, and the Englifh, entered into the moft
folemn engagements of mutual fupport ; and
having determined to condu& their armies to .
the Holy Land by fea, they parted, one for
Genoa, the other for Marfeilles, with a view’
of meeting the fleets that were to attend them
at their refpe&ive flations. It was not long
after that both fleets put to{ea; and nearly
about the fame time were obliged, by ftrefs
: of

* A.D.. 1190,

L}




RICHARD I 178
of weather, to take fhelter in Meflina, the
capital of Sicily, where they were detained
during the whole winter. Richard took up
his quarters in the fuburbs; Philip in the
town, and lived upon good terms with the
Sicilian king. : '

It is now unknown what gave rife to a quar=~
rel, which happened foon after, between the
Sicilians and the Englifh ; it is doubtful whe-
ther the intrigues ot the French king, or the
violent proceedings of Richard. Certain it
15, that the Meflinefe foon took occafion to
treat the Englifh with great infolence § fhut
their gates, manned their walls, and fet Rich-
ard at defiance. | Richard, who had hitherto
alted as a friend; endeavoured to ufe the me=
diation of Philip ; but while the two monarchs
were in deliberation, a body of Sicilians iffued

from the town, and attacked the Engliflr with
great impetuofity? This infult was fufficient

to excite the fury of Richard, who confcious
of his own fuperior force, affaulted the city
with fuch fury, that it was foon taken, and

‘the ftandard of England difplayed on the rama
‘parts.  Philip, who confidered the place as

his quarters, exclaimed againft the infult, and
ordered fome of his troops- to pull down that
mark of his difgrace. To this, Richard re-
turned for anfwer, that he was willing to
take down the ftandard, fince it difpleafed his
affociate ; but that no power on earth fhould
compel him to do fo. This was fufficient to
produce 2 mutual jealoufy between thefe two
princes, which never after fubfided.
_} Many were the miftrufts, and the mutual
" reconciliations between thefe two monarchs,
which
t A. D, 1191.
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which were probably inflamed by the Siciliaa
king. At length, however, having fettled all
eontroverfies, they fet fail for the Holy Land,,
where the French arrived long before the
Englith. Their little knowledge of the art
of failing, made that paflage by iea long and
dangerous, which is now confidered’as trifling.
Richard’s fleet was once more encountered by
a tempeft, and two of the thips driven upon
the coaft of the ifland of Cyprus. Ifaac, who
was then prince of that country, either impel-
led by avarice, or willing to difcourage the
reft of Richard’s fleet from landing, pillaged
the thips that were ftranded, and threw the
feamen and foldiers into prifon. But Richard
who foon after arrived, took ample vengeance
for that injury. He difembarked his troops,
defeated the tyrant, entered the capital by
ftorm, obliged Ifaac to furrender at difcretion,
and took the ifland into his own pofleffion,
It was there that Richard married Berengaria,
daughter to the king of Navarre, who had
attended him 1in hijs expedition; and whom
he had preferred to Adelais, the king of
France’s fifter, whofe fidelity he fufpeted.

Updn the arrival of the Englith army in’

Paleftine, the French and Englifh princes
feemed to forget their fecret jealoufies. In
befieging the city of Acon, while the one
made theattack the other guarded the trenches ;
and this duty they performed each day alter-
nately. By this condut that garrifon, after
a long and obftinate refiftance, was obliged to
capitulate ; and, upon condition of having
their lives fpared, they promifed to reftore aﬁ

the
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the prifoners that had been made by the Sara-
cens, and to deliver up the wood of the true
crofs, Such were the amazing advantages
that attended an enterprize that had laid Afia
in blood ; and had, in a great meafure, depo-
pulated Europe of its braveft forces ! '
Immediately after the conqueft of this place,
Philip declared his refolution of retiring to
France. He pleaded the bad ftate of his
health s and, left Richard ten thoufand of his
troops under the command of the duke of
Burgundy. - Richard, being now left fole
conduétor of the war, went on from viétory
tovi&ory. The chriftian adventurers, under
his command, determined to befiege Afcalon,
in order to prepare the way for attackin
Jerufalem. Saladin, the moft renowned o
all the Saracen monarchs, placed himfelf upon
the road with an army of three hundred thou-
fand men. This was aday equal to Richard’s
wifhes, this an enemy worthy his higheft am-
bition.. The Englith were vi€orious, Rich-
ard, when the wings of his army were defeat-
ed, led on the main body in perfon, and re-
ftored the battle. The Saracens fled in the
utmoft confufion ; and no lefs than forty thou-
fand perifhed on the field of battle. Afcalon
foon furrendered ; other cities followed the
example, and Richard was at laft able to ad-
vance within fight of Jerufalem. 1 Butjuft
at this glorious jun&ure, his ambition was to
fuffer a total overthrow. Upon reviewing his
forces, he found hisarmy fo wafted with fa-
mine, fatigue, and even with vitory, that
they were neither able ner willing to fecc;rﬁd
<
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the views of their commander. It appeared,
therefore, abfolutely neceflary to come to an
accommodation with Saladin ; and a truce for
three years was accordingly concluded; in
which it was agreed, that the fea-port towns
of Paleftine fhould remain in the hands of the
chriftians ; and that all of that religion fhould
be permitted to make their pilgrimage to Jeru~
falem in perfeét fecurity.

Richard, having thus concluded his expe-
dition with more glory than advantage, be-
gan to think of returning home. DBut he was
at a lofs how to proceed. If he fhould take
Jiipping, and return by the way he came, he
muft necetlarily put himfelf into the power
of the king of France. No way, therefore,
was left but by going more to the north;
wherefore taking fhipping for Italy, he was
wrecked near Aquileia. . From thence di-
re&ing his travels towards Ragufa, and put-
ting on the difguife of a pilgrim, he refolved
to make his way, in “that private manner,
through Germany. But his quality was fui-
pe&ted ; and the governor of Iftria purfued
him, in order tomake him a prifoner. Being
thus forced from the direét road, and now be-

_come a fugitive, he was obliged to pafs by
Vienna, where his expences and liberalities
betraying his d'gnitﬁi, tho’ difguifed in the
habit of a pilgrim, he was arrefted by Leo-
pold duke of Auftria, who commanded him
to be imprifoned andloaded with fhackles, to
the difgrace of honour and humanity., This
prince had: ferved under Richard at the fiege
of Acon; and being digufted on fome affront,

R T offered,
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offered him by his commander, he took this
bafe method of retaliating the injury. His
avarice, alfo, might have had a fhare in this
procedure, as he expefted a large fhare of
that ranfom which he knew would be given
by the Englith. Henry the fixth, who was
then emperor of Germany, was equally an
enemy to Richard, on account of the alli-
ance contraéted between him, and Tancred
king of Sicily, by his marriage with Beren-
- garia. - When therefore, fhortly after, here-
ceived the news of Richard’s being in cuftody,
he required the prifoner tobe delivered up to
him, and ftipulated a large fum of money to
the duke as a reward for this fervice. Thus
the king of England, who had long filled the
world with his fame, wasbafely thrown into a
dungeon, and loaded with irons, by thofe who
expefted to reap a fordid advantage from his
amisfortunes. It was a long time before his
fubjeéts in England knew yhat was become of
their beloved monarch. So little intercourfe
was there between different nations at that
time, that this difcovery is faid to have been
made by a poor French minftrel, who playing
apon his harp near the. fortrefs in which
Richard was confined, a tune which he knew
that unhappy monarch was fond of, he was
anfwered by the king from within, who with
his harp played the fame tune; and thus dif-
covered the place of his confinement.
In the mean time, his affairs in England
- were ina very unprofperous fituation. = The
kingdom was under the government of two
prelates, one of whom had bought his placeci
- an
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and the other had rifen to it by the meaneft
arts of adulation. The bithop of Durham
was ignorant and avaricious. Longchamp
‘his colleague, bithop of Ely, was elated by the
confcioufnefs of his mafter’s favour. Tem-
pers fo oppofite foon began their enmity ; and
Longchamp went fo far, as to arreft the per-
fon of his colleague ; who was obliged to re-
fign his power to obtain his liberty. It was
%o no purpofe, that the king by his letters
commanded Longchamp to re-place his co-
adjutor ; this haughty prelate refufed to obey.

He proceeded, ftill to govern the kingdom

alone; and as he knew s fituation was pre-
carious, he encreafed the number of his
guards, without which he never ventured
from his palace, In the univerfal difguft,
which fo much powerand magnificence na-
turally produced againft him, there were none
hardy enough to controul his will, except
John the king’s brother, who, having been
perfonally difobliged by this prelate, was
willing to catch the prefent favourable occa-
fion, of univerfal difcontent, to oppofe him.
He accordingly fummoned at Reading, a ge-
neral council of the nobility and prelates g
and cited Longchamp to appear before them.
Longchamp, unwilling to truft himfelf in
their power, fhut himifelf up in the Tower
of London. From thence he fled, in the
difguife of a female habit, beyond fea; wpon
which the archbifhop of Rouen was made
jufticiary in his room. Thefe diffenfions

were foon known by the king of France, who

was by this time yeturned from the iiolg
.o . an
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Eand. He made all poffible ufe of Long-
-¢champ’s refentment o divide the Englith;
-and had almoft prevailed upon John, to throw
off his allegiance, by an offer of putting him
in pofleffion of all Richard’s continental do-
minions. : -

- } It wasin this precarious fituation of af-
fairs, thatthe Englifh were firft informed of
the king’s captivity. The Queen Dowager
was enraged at the treatment of her favourite
fon. The: people teftified their regard for
him with all the marks of violence and def-
pair.  The clergy confidered him as a fuffer-’
er in the caufe of the.church ; and all. mouths
were filled ‘with the .noblenefs of his aions,
‘and the greatnefs of his fall. But while thefe
teftified the fincerity of their foirow, fome
did all they could to prolong his captivity,
Of this number was the king of France, his
ancient enemy, and his own brother John,
who, forgetting eve;?' tie of kindred, duty,
or, gratitude, on the firft invitation from Phi-

. lip, fuddenly went abroad, and held a “confe-

rence with him, :in which the perpetual cap-
tivity of Richard was agreed upon. He ftipu-
lated to deliver into Philip’s hands a great
part of Normandy.; and in return, he received
the French king’s aflurances of being fecured
on the Englifh throne. In.confequence of
this treaty, Philip invaded Normandy, the
fortrefles of which were delivered up to him
after a colour of oppofition; and all but
Rouen were fubjefted to his authority. John,
on his fide, was equally affiduous to fecure
Bngland; and, upon his arrival in London,

Vol. I. K claimed
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chiimed the throne, - as being heir to his bres
gher, of whofe death he pretended to have
received certain intelligence.  But his claim
was rejefted by all the barons, who took fuch
meafures to provide for the feeurity of the
kingdom, that John was obliged to retwrn to.
‘the continent, and openly te acknowledge
his alliance with the king of France.

In the mean time, the unhappy Richard:
foffered all the mortifications that malicious
:yranny could infli&. The emperar, in or-

er to make him fubmit to the payment of
a larger ranfom, treated him with the great-
eft feverity, and reduced him to a condition
worfe than that of the meaneft malefadtor.
Richard, however, was too neble-fpirited to

be deprefled by thofe indignities. As he did'

not know what extremities he might be redu-
ced to, or what condefcenfions he might be
abliged to make, he wrote to the jufticiary of
England to obey no orders that fheuld come
from him, if they feemed in the leaft contrary
to his honour, ‘or the good of the nation.
His precautions were well founded 3 for the
emperor, willing to intimidate him, had him
accufed at the diet of Worms of many crimes
and mifdemeanors, partly to juftify his own
cruelty, and partly to fwell the ranfom.
There he was charged with making an alli-
ance with Tancred, the ufurper of Sicily;
- of turning the arms of the crufade again.({a-
chriftian prince; of affronting the duke of
Auftria before Acon ; of obftrufting the pro-
grefs of the chriftian arms, by his contefts.
with the king of France; of concluding a

: : truce
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truee with Saladin, and leaving Jerufalem
inthe hands of the infidels. Thefe frivo~
lous charges were heard by Richard with be-
coming indignation. He even waved his
adignitg to anfwer them ; and fo fully vindi-
| <ated himfclf before the princes who compofed
© thediet, that they exclaimed loudly againft
the condu@ of the emperor, while the pope
threatened him with excommunication. %his
barbarous monarch now faw that he could no
longer detain his prifoner. He therefore
was willing to liften to terms of accommoda-
tion. A ranfom was agreed upon, which
amounted to an hundred and fifty thoufand
marks. Of this, Richard was to pay one
hundred thoufand, before he received his li~
‘berty ;5 and fixty-feven hoftages were to be
delivered for the remainder. The agreement
‘being thus made, Richard fent Huber:, one
of his faithful followers in the Holy Land,
0 England, with the terms upon which he
was to receive his liberty, and with a com-
miffion to raife ‘money for that purpofe.
¥ But the ardour of the people out-went the
ool offerings of their duty; great fums
were raifed by voluntary contribution, to
purchafe the freedom of their king. The
hurches and monafteries melted down their
plate ; the bithops, abbots, and nobles, paid
3 fourth of their annual income ; the infe-
tior clergy contributed atenth of their tythes,
and the requifite fum being amafled ; queen
., Heanor and the jufticiary immediately fet
*out for Germany.
' : K2 His
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His releafement from captivity was per-
formed with great ceremony at Mentz, in
prefence of the German nobility ; the money
was paid by queen Eleanor, and the hofta-
ges were delivered as a fecurity for the re-
mainder. In the mean time the emperor be-
held his releafement with an agitation of all
the malignant paffions. He could not bear to
fee one %e had made his enemy in a ftate of
felicity ; he could not bear to lofe the fupe-
rior advantages that were offered for his de-
tention. Al his terrors, from his own fub-
jetts, gave-way to the fuperior diftates of
avarice ; he therefore once more refolved to
fend him back to his former prifon, and gave
4rders to have him purfued and arrefted. But
the meflengers wcre toolate.  Richard, well
acquainted with his perfidy, had ordered fome

thipping to attend him at” the mouth of the

Scheld. Upon his arrival at the place, he
went inftantly on board, and was out of fight
of land when his purfuers reached Antwerp.
- Nothing could exceed the joy of the Eng-
Iifh, upon feeing their monarch return, after
all his atchievements and fufferings. He
made his entry into London in triumph ; and
fuch was the profufion of wealth fhewn by
the citizens, that the German lords who at-
tended him were heard to fay, that if the
emperor had known of ‘their affluence, he
would not fo -eafily have parted with their
king. He, foon after, ordered himfelf to be
crowned anew at Winchefter. He convoked
a general council at Nottingham, at which
he confifcated all his traiterous brother’s pof-
feffions ; and then having made preparations

‘ ' for

—



RICHARD I 185

for avenging himfelf on the king of France,
fet fail with a ftrong body of forces for Nor-
mandy. - -
Ric);lard was but one day landed, when his
faithlefs brother John came to throw himfelf
at his monarch’s feet. At the interceffion of
queen Eleanor, he was received into favour.
“1 forgive him,” faid the king; ““and I
wifh I could as eafily forget his offences as he .
will forget my pardon.” This condefeenfion
was not loft upon a man, whofe heart was not
dead to every fentiment of humanity. = From
that time he ferved him faithfully s and did
him fignal fervices in his battles with the king
of France, which followed foon after. Thete
wars, * which produced no remarkable event,
nor were fucceeded by any permanent confe-
quences,. only ferved to keep the anigmofity of
the two nations alive, without fixing their
claims or pretenfions. The moft remarkable
circumftdnce, in the tedious journals of thofe
tranfaltions, is the taking the. bifhop of
Beauvais captive at the head of his vaffals,
and his being put in prifon by Richard.
When the pope demanded his liberty, and
claimed him as a child of the church, the
king fent his holinefs the bloody coat of
mail, which that prelate had worn in battle ;
alking whether that was the coat of his fon.
The cruelty of both parties was in this man-
ner enflamed by infult and revenge. Both
kings frequently put out the eyes of their pri-
foners, and treaties were concluded and broke
with very little repugnance. At length, the
pope’s ;legate induced them to commence a
' K3 treaty,
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treaty, which promifed to be attended with 2
firmer reconciliation ; but the death of Rich-
ard put an end to the conteft. '
¥ Aymar, vifcount of Limoges,. a vaffal of
the crown, had taken poffeffion of a treafure,
which was found by one of his peafants in.
digging a field § to fecure the remainder
he fent a part of it to the king. Richard, as.
fuperior lord, fenfible that he had a right to.
the whole, infifted on its being fent him ; and,,
wpon refufal, attacked the caftle of Chalus,
where he underftood this treafure had been
depofited.  On the fourth day of the fiege, as
he was riding round the place to ebferve
where the affault might be given, he was aim-
e¢d at by one Bertram de J%lurdon, from the
caftle, and pierced in the fhoulder withan
arrow. The weund was not in itfelf dange-
rous ; but an unikilful furgeon endeavourin
to difengage the arrow from the fleth, fo.
rankled the wound, that it mortified, and
brought on fatal fymptoms. Richard, when
he found his end “approaching, made a will,
in which he bequeathed the kingdom, with all
his treafure, to his brother John, excepta
fourth part which he diftributed among his
fervants. He ordered alfo,- that the archer
who had fhot him, fhould be brought into
his prefence, and demanded what injury he
had done him that he fhould take away his
life ? The prifoner anfwered with deliberate
intrepidity : ¢“ You killed, with your own
hands, my father, and my two brothers ; and
yow intended to havehanged me, Iamnew in
your power,and my torments may give youres
venge 3

1 A.D. 129q.
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venge'; but I will endure them with pleafure,
fince it is my confolation, that I have rid the
world of a tyrant.” Richard, ftruck with this
an{wer, ordered the foldier tobe prefented with
one hundred thillings, and fet at liberty ; but
Marcade the general who commanded under
him, like a true ruffian, ordered him to be
flead alive. Richard died in the tenth year
of his reign, and the forty-fecond of his
age, leaving only onc natural fon, called Phi-
lip behind him. : ‘

Richard had all the qualities that could
gain the admiration and love of a barbarous
age. He was open, magnanimous, generous,
and brave, to a degree of romantic excefs,
But he was alfo proud, paffionate, and ré-
vengeful ; as bold and as fierce as alion.
He was tall and well-made, His eyes were
‘blue and fparkling, and his hair of a bright
yellow. He was not in England above eight
months, during the whole courfe of his reign.
And his fevere affliétions feem to have beens
a juft return for thofe he brought upon 3
tender Father.
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THE king of France, who was the onl§
monarch that could affift the pretenfions.
of a rival, had long declared for Johin’s title;.
and during the life of his brotlier; had given.
bim the moft convincing proofs of fincerit
in his affiftance. But it was otlerwife, now.
* Philip began tofhew, that his former alli~
ances were calculated not- to ferve John, but
to. diftrets England. There wasan old claim,
ant of the crown; Arthur, the fon of Geoffry,
a ¥outh, twelve years of age. Philip, who
‘only- defired an occafion to embarrafs Johm,
~ foon refolved to fecond his pretenfions ; and
feveral of the continental barons immediately
declared in favour of Arthur’s fucceffion. =

John, wha was readily put in pofleflion of

the Englifh throne, loft notime to fecond his:
intereft on the continent ; and his firft care-
was to recover the revolted provinces from:
roung Arthur, his nephew. The war, there-

fore, between the, Englith and French king
was renewed with all its former animofity,
and all its ufual detail of petty viories, and
‘ undecifive

* A. D. u-éq.
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undecifive engagements. At length, a treaty
Eut an end to thofe contefts, and it was.
haftened by a circumftance peculiarly favour-
able. John’s nephew, Arthur, together with:
Conftantia, his mother, diftrufting the defigns.
of the king of France, came to throw them-
felves on his mercy, and reffored the provin--
ees which ftill' continued in their intereft..
Thus this. monarch faw. himf¢lf undifputed.
monarch.of all the dominions which were an--
nexed. to the Englifl throne..” But he was ill
able to preferve that power by his prudence,,
which was obtained by the mutual jealoufies
of his enemies.. His firft' tranfgreflion 'was
his marriage with. Ifabella, the daughter of
count Angouleme, while the queen was yet
alive ; ndy, apd while Ifabella belonged to
another hufband, the count de la Marche,
who ardently loved her. & Does it not undeni-
ably follow, that Ifabella never was his law-

“ful 'wife ¥ Confequently, that his children by

her, were baftards.? What right then coult
they or any of their pofterity, The Stuarts in
particular, Rave to the crown. of England'?
Certainly none by birth : even fuppofing Johm
to have had a right to the throne.. - But he
had’ none.. Matilda had a prior right, from.
‘whom King George is lineally defcended..

But to. return, Arthur, who, with.lis mo--
ther, had.fo imprudently refigned themfelves.
to his prote&tion, foon perceived’ their errot.. -
Obferving fomewhat fufpicious in his manner:
of condué&ing himfelf to them, they fled from:
Mans, where he detained them, and- retired:

“in. the night to Angers, from whence they

5 ’ Coowent
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‘from hith. But Philip, hix a&ive rival
"quickl
*
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went once more to take refuge with their old
proteftor. Asit was Philip’s intereft to treat
them with all poffible indulgence, they were:
received with great marks. of diftinttion ; and’
young Arthur’s interefts were feon after very
vigeroufly fupported. One town after ano--
ther fubmitted to his authority ; and all his.
attempts fcemed attended’ with fuccefs. But
his unfortunate ardour foon put an end to his
hopes.. Being of an. enterprizing difpofition,
he had laid fiege to a fortrels in which the
dowager-queen was.. John falling upen lis
little army, before they were aware, the
young prince was taken prifoner, together
with the moft confiderable of the revolted
barons. The greater part of the prifoners.
were fent over to England ; but the prince:
‘himfelf was fhut up in the caftle of Falaife..
What afterwards-became of him is not welk
known.: certain itis, he was never heard off
mere. .

John was.now furrounded by difficulties om

every fide. The lofs of all his. French pro--

‘vinces immediately followed..  Not but that:

‘he attempted a defence ;. and even laid: fiege:

to Alencon, one of the towns that had revolted:
Y obliged: hin to raife the fiege.. g
Normandy foon. followed the fate of the
French provinces. Chatean Gaillard, dne of’

‘its ftrongeft fortreffes, being taken after an,

obftinate ficge, the whole dutchy foon fub--
mitted to his authority ; and thus, after being;

.for above “three centuries difinembered from:
_the French monarchy, was again reunited..

- ' Iohns
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John, on his: arrival in England, laid the
blame of his ill fuccefs upon his barons, who
" had deferted his ftandard in Normandy. To
pinifh them for this, he levied large fums
upon- their eftates, under colour of prepara-
tions for a Norman expedition ; which, how-
ever, he deferred till the next year. + He
then embarked witha large army, landed at
Rochelle, marched to: Angers, fubdued a con-
fiderable part of Poiteu; and having concluded
a truce for two years, reimbarked for England..

Hubert the archbifhop of Canterbury now
" died; and the Auguftine monks privately
made choice. of Reginald,. their- fub-prior..
The bifhops exclaimed at this eleftion, as a
manifeft invafion of their privileges ;. and a:
furious conteft was likely to enfue.. A politic:
prince would have feized fuch a conjunétures
~ and have managed the quarrel fo-as to enfeeble:

the exorbitant power of the clergy, by en-
flaming their mutual' animofity.. But John
fided with- the fuffragan bithops 3 and John,
de Gray, bithop of. Norwich, was unani
“moufly chofen.. Todecide the claims of both
parties, it was expedient to-appeal to Rome ;
an agent was fent by the bifhops to mantain.
their caufe, while the monks difpatched twelve:
of tleir- onder to.fupport their pretenfions..
Innocent III.. who then filled the chair, pof-
{efled an. unbounded fhare of power, and his:
talents were equal to it.. He feized thatcon-
jun&ure which John failed toufe ;' and vacating.
the claims of both parties, enjoined the monks
to chufe Cardinal Stephen Langton, an En-.
glithman,. then: at Rome, to fill the vacant:

gnye K 6. This:
% A..D.. 106
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This was an encroachment the fee of Rome
had-long being aiming at, and that it was

now refolved to maintain.. ‘Flie being able

to nominate: to the greateft dignity in the
kingdom, next that of the king, was an-acqui=
fition that would effe@ually gixe the-court of
Rome an authority, whick it had kitherto
“vainly pretended to affume. ¥ To reconcile
John to this, the people fent him a moft affec--
tionate letter, with- a prefent of four gold
rings. John received: the- rings, but was re~
folved not to admit Stephen Langton.as arch—
bifhop of Caaterbury. :
. § The pope: proceeded to: thseats, and at
laft fent three Englith: prelates to: the king to-
wnform him,. that if he perfevered in his difoe
bedience, he would put the kingdom-under an
wmterdi€t. Al the other prelates-threw themn
felves on. their knees. before the king ;. and:
entrcated him- in the moft earneft manner not.
to. bring upanthem-the refentment: of the holy
tribunal ; and exhorted him to receive. the-
newele&edprimate: Butthefeentreaties ferved’
only. te enflame his refentment.. He fwors-
by God’s teeth, his ufual eath, that if the
kingdom was put under an-interdi&t, he would
banifh the whole body of the clergy, and:
confifcate sheir poffeflions.. Fhis idle threat
only ferved to haften the refentnient of the:
pontiff, who-at laft-iflned-the fentence of. the:
interdiét.  Thisdt was caleulated to. ftrike the:
fenles in the higheft: degree, and to opgrate.
on the: fuper.(gitious minds of the people:.
By'it a ftop was. immediately put te divine:
fervice, and to the:adminiftration of all the
facraments

' .z A.D. 1207; § A.D, 1298\.’
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facraments but. baptifh. The chiurch doors.
were fhut, the ftatutes.of the faints were laid
enthe ground. The dead were refufed chriftian
burial, and were:threwn:inte- ditches. and on.
the highwagys, without any funeral folemnity..
Marriage-was celebrated in the church-yards,.
and the people prohibited the ufe of flefh, as.
in: times of public Senance.. They were pro~
kibited fhaving their beards, faluting each:

other, or giving any. attention to their appa-

rel.  Every. circumftance- feemed calculated.
to infpire religious. terror.; and teftified the:
apprehenfions. of. divine vengeance. - ‘Againft
fuch:a calamity, increafed by. the deplorable
lmentations-of the clergy,.it. was in vain.
that Johnexerted all his authority, threatened’
and punifhed,. and oppofed the terrors of: his.
temporal.power ta their ecclefiaftical cenfures..
It was in. vain. that. he:banithed fome, and’
confined others ; it was in vain that he treated
the adherents. of Langton with rigour, and!
ordered all the coneubines.of the clergy to be:
imprifoned.. John, faw. himfelf every day.
growing more obnoxious.. The barons, were:
almoft to a man his enemies.. The clergy re~-
prefented him:in the_moft odious light to the-
_people ;. and. nothing remained to him but the:
teeble relics of that power, which had been.
fo ftrongly fixed by his grandfather,, that it:
was not yet totally overthrown.. ‘
|| In the mean:time, the pope feeing all the:
confequences he.expeted attending the inter-
di& ;. and: that the king, was thus. rendered’
perfedtly difagreeable, to his fubjeéts, refolved:
to fecond his blow ;.and while the. people-
. . . were:

;A D..1209,.
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. were yet imprefled with terror, to take ad-
vantage of their confternation. The church
of Rome had artificially contrived a gradation
of fentences ; by which, while fhe inflifted

.one punifhment, fthe taught the fufferers to

expe&t more formidable confequences from
that which was to enfue. On theback of the
interdiét therefore, came the fentence of ex-

communication, by which John was at once-

rendered impious, and unfit for human fociety..
No fooner was this terrible fentence denoun-
ced againft him, than his fubjeds, began to.
think of oppofing his authority. * And yet
it is remarkable, tfat quickly after the arch-
Bifhops and great men gave the king an aid,
for the defence of the kingdom, and the re-
-eovery of his dominions in France. Could this.
have been,. if he had then been fo odious and
contempuible, .as he is generally faid to have.
been ? - ,

In June, fome commotions happening it
Freland, the king wentoverwith a large army..
Thirty petty princes came and fwore fealty to.
him at Dublin, and the king of Connaught
-author of the troubles. was brought to obe-
dience.. And can any one believe, that king-
John was. at this.time. univerfally hated and:
defpifed .? : ’

4 The next gradation of papal indignation,.
was to abfolve John's fabjeéts.from theiroaths
‘of fidelity and allegiance; and to declare

- every one excommunicated who had anycom-
‘merce with lim in. public or private ; at his.
‘table, in his counctl, or even in private con-

werfation.. - Notwithftanding this, we find'

Joha

» A, D. x230.. 1 A D..1211,
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Jofin, this very year, marching intothe further-
moft parts of Wales with a large army,
forcing the princes and'nobles to a fubmiffion,,
‘and returning with eight and twenty. hoftages..
The next year the Welfh having made:
freth ravages, he put alk theirhoftagesto death,.
and prepared to carry the war into Wales ;
but being informed of a confpiracy againft
him, he fuddenly returned to London. Mean-.

time being apprehenfive of the fidelity of his.

barons,. he required’ their fons and daughtes,,
as hoftages for their-obedience. He banithed.
feveral great men who were in the confpiracy,,

but treated the reft of his fubjeéts with mild-
nefs,. ! In the mean while the pope, who-
had refolved on giving the kingdom to ano--

ther, was employed.in.fixing upen-a perfon,.
who was willing to accept the donation, and:

‘had power. to vindicate his claim. ‘Philip,,

the king of Erance, feemed of all others the:
fitteft, he was politic and’ powerful, he had
already defpoiled John of his continental do-
minions, and was the moft likely perion to»
deprive him of the remainder. To him,.
therefore, the pope made a tender of the king~
dom of England ; ard Philipardently embra-
ced the offer. To ftrengthen. the hands of’

_Philip fill more,_ the pope publifhed a crufade:

againft the depofed monarch all over Europes;
exhorting the nobility, the kniglhits, ahd men.
of every condition, to take up arms againit.
that perfecutorof the church.. Philip was.
ot lefs allive on his part ; he levied a great
army, and colle€ted a fleet of feventeen hun--
"dred veffels in the fea-ports of Normandy and

E Picardy,,

+ A.Di rz21aw
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Picardy, already in imagination devouring:
the kingdom.. _
{I- John, put himfelf at the head of fixty
thoufand men, and with. thefe advanced to:
Dover.. Europe now regarded: the important
preparations en. both fides with impatience.;
and the decifive blow was foon expefted,. in
which the church was to triumph, or to be
overthrown.. But neither Philip nor John.
had ability equal to.the pontiff by. whom they
were altuated ; he appeared on this occafiom
toe refinedia politician for either.. He only
intended by PLilip to intimidate his refraftory:
fon, not to deftroy him. He expeéted more
advantages from his agreement with a prince,,.
of {o abjeft a.fortune, than from his alliance
with a great and viftorious monarch ; wha,.
having nothing elfe left to conquer, miﬁ:
convert his power againft his benefaétor. :
therefore, {ecretly commiffioned. Pandolf his
legate, to-admit of John’s fubmiffion,. in cafe
it thould be offered, and he diftatedithe terms.
which. would. be proper for him to impofe. In:
confequence of this, the legate pafled through:
“Erance, to Dover, and had a.conference with.
John. He there reprefented: the numbers of"
the enemy,. and the fecret confederacy there:
was in England againft him.. He intimated,.
that there was but one way to fecure himfelf
from impending danger ;. which was, to put
himfelf, under. the pope’s prote&tion, who was-
‘a.merciful. father,. and ftill. willing to receive
a.repenting finner to his bofom.. %ohn aflent-
ed to the truth.of the legate’s remonftrances,
-and took. an: oath to perform whatever the
a i ‘ Pope:

I A.. Dr. 121 3m
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! pope fhould impofe. He required him to take
the moft extraordinary oath in all the records

d of hiftory, kneeling upon his knees, and with
d his hands held up between thofe of the legate.
1 ¢ I John, by the grace of God, king of
g ¢ England, and lord of Ireland, in order to:
“ expiate my fins, from my own free will, -
¢ and the advice of my barons, give to the
: ¢ church of Rome, to pope Innocent, and
; ¢¢ his fucceflors, the kingdom of England, and
. ¢ all other prerogatives of my crown. I will
¢ hereafter hold them as the pope’s vaffal. 1
¢ will be faithful to- God,, to the church of
“ Rome, to.the pope my mafter, and his fuc-
¢ ceflors legitimately ele@ted.. I promife'to
¢} “ pay him a tribute of a thoufand marks
. ¢ yearly ; to wit, feven hundred for the king-
2 ¢ dom of England, and three hundred for
2 ¢ the kingdom of Ireland.” Having thus
5 done homage to the legate, and agreed to re-
: inftate Langton in the primacy, he received
the crown, which hehad been fuppofed to
forfeit. -

Thus, after all his armaments,. Philip fa

- himfelf difappointed of his prey.. Neverthe-
lefs, as he had undertaken it at the pope’s
requeft, he was refolved to profecute the war,

| in oppofition to him and all his cenfures. But
', inthemean time, the Englifh adiniral attacked
; the French fleet in their harbours, where he
! tqok three hundred fhips, and deftroyed an
hundred more. Philip finding it impoffible

to prevent the reft from falling intothe hands

of the enemy, fet fire to them himfelf, and
was_thus obliged to give up all defigns upon

England. ,
1K"n€
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" King John now refolved to carry the Wat
into l-grancc, but as he was ready to embark,
the barons fent him word, they could net at-
tend him, unlefs he was firft abfolved from
his excommunication. This was accordingly
done, but ftill they refufed, and quarrelled
with him afrefh. _After they were reconciled
he went over to France, fubdued Poitou and
moft of Anjou, a peace was then concluded
between the two crowns. .

* The barons had been tong forming a con-
federacy againft him ; and were now encoura-
Eed by Langton the primate. At a fynod of

is clergy, convened in St. Paul’s, on pre-
tence of examining into the lofles fuftained
by the exiled bifhops, he conferred privately
with a number of barons, fhewed them a copy
of Henry the firft’s charter, and exhorted them
to infift on the renewal and obfervance of it,

The barons fwore they would lofe their lives
fooner than forego thofe claims, and the con-
federacy every day began to fpread wider.

A new and a more numerous meeting was
Tummoned by Langton, at St. Edmundfbury,
under colour of devotion. He 4gain produced
the charter of Henry ; and they agreed, that
after Chriftmafs they would prefer their com-
mon petition in a body ; and in the mean
time feparated, with refolutions to enlift men,
and fortify their caffles. 4+ Purfuant to their

romife, thei repaired in the beginning of
ganuary to London, accoutered in military
garb and equipage, and prefented their de-
mands to the king; alledging, that he had
promifed to grant them,. at the tim¢ he con-

feated

'* A, D. 1234 + A. D. IZ!S
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finted to a confirmation of the laws of Edward
the Confeflor.  John defired time to confider
of an anfwer to their demands. He promifed,
that at the feftival of Eafter, he would give
a pofitive reply to their petition ; and offered
them the archifhop of Canterbury, the bithop
of Ely, and the earl marefchal, as fureties
for fulfilling his engagements. The barons
accepted the terms, and peateably returned

_to their habitations.

After waiting till Eafter, when the king
promifed to return them an anfwer, upon the
approach of that feftival they met, by agree-
ment, at Stamford. There they affembled a
force of above two thoufand knights, and a
body of foot, to a prodigious number. } From
thence, they marched to Brackley, about
fifteen miles from Oxford, the place where
the court then refided. " John, hearing of their
approach, fent the archbifhop of Canterbury,
the earl of Pembroke, and others of his coun-
¢il, to know the particulars of their requeft,
The barons delivered a fchedule, containin
the chief articles of their demands, and
which the charters of Henry and Edward
formed the groundwork. On his refufal to
¢omply, they chofe Robert Fitzwalter for
their general, and proceeded without ceremony
fo make war upon the king. They befieged
Northampton, they took Bedford, they were
joyfully received into London. They wrote
circular letters to all the nobility and gentle-
men who had not yet detlared in their favour,
and menaced their eftates with devafjation, in

<afe of refufal or delay. I
n

§ A.D: 1215, Apr. 27.
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In the mean time the king was left ata
place called Odiham in Surry, with a mean
retinue of only feven knights, where he en-
deavoured to avert the ftorm, by the media-
tion of his bifhops and minifters. At length
he defired a conference with the Barons, which
accordingly was appointed.

.- The ground where the king’s commiffioners

“met the barons was between Staines and

Windfor, at a place called Runimede, fill
held in reverence by pofterity, as the fpot
where the ftandard of freedom was firft ereét-
¢d in England. * There the barons appeared,
with a vaft number of knights and warriors,

* on the fifteenth day of June, while thofe on

the king’s part, came a day or two -after.
Both fides encamped apart. - The debate be-
tween power and precedent are generally but
of fhort continuance. The barons, deter-
mined on carring their aims, would admit of
few abatements; and the king’s agents being
for the moft part in their interefts, few de-
bates enfued. After fome days, the king
figned and fealed the charter required of him3y
a charter which continues in force to this day,,
andis the famous bulwark of Englifh liberty,
and goes by the name of MAGNA CHARTA.
This famous deed, either granted or fecured
very important privileges to thofe orders of
the” kingdom that were already poffeffed of’
frecdom, namely, to the clergy, the barons,
and the gentlemen ; as for the inferior, and
- the greateft part of the people, they were as,
“yet Lield as flaves,

The
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" The clergy, by this charter, had their for-
mer grants confirmed. All check upon ap-
peals to Rome was removed, by allowance to
€very man to depart the kingdom at pleafure ;
and the fines upon the clergy, for any offence,
were to be proportionable to their temporal,
not their ecclefiaftical poffeflions. With re-
{pe&t to the barons, they were fecured in the
cuftody of the vacant abbies and convents,
which were under their patronage. The du-
ties to be paid for earldoms, %aronies, and
knights fees were fixed, which before were
arbitrary.  This charter decreed, that ba-
rons {hould recover the lands of their vaflals,
forfeited for felony, after beinga year and
a day in pofleffion of the crown ; that they
fhould enjoy the wardfhips of their military
tenants, who held other lands of the crown by
a different tenure ; that a perfon knighted by
the king, though a minor, fhould enjoy the
privileges of a full grown man, provided he
was a ward of the crown. It enafted that

heirs fhould be married without difparage- -

ment, and before the marriage was contraéted,
the neareft relations were to be informed of
it. Notax, wasto be impofed upon the peo-
ple by the great council of the nation, except

1n three particular cafes, the king’s captivity, -

the knighting his eldeft fon, and the marrying
Jhis eldeft daughter. When the great counail

was to be affembled, the prelates, earls, and -

great barons were to be called to it by a parti-
sular writ, the lefler barons by a fummons of
the fheriff. It went on to ordain, thatthe
king fhall not feize any baron’s land f?cbi

»
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«debt to the crown, if the baron poflefles -
fonal property fufficient to difchafogthe debt.
No vaffal fhall be allowed to fell fo much of
his land, as to incapacitate him from per-
forming the neceflary fervice to his lord.:
With refpet to the people, the following
were the principal claufes calculated for their
benefit. It was ordained, that all the privi-
leges, and immunities, granted by the Kking
to his barons, fhould be alfo granted by the.
barons to their vaflals. One weight, and one
meafure, fhall be obferved throughout the -
whole kingdom; merchants fhall be allowed
to tranfat all bufinefs, without being expof-
ed to any arbitrary tolls and impofitions ;
they, and all freemen, fhall be allowed to go
out of the kingdom, and return to itat plea-
fure ;. London, and all cities and horoughs
fhall preferve their ancient liberties, immu-
nities, and free cuftoms; aids or taxes, fthall
not be required of them, except by the con-
fent of the great council; no towns, or indi-

viduals, fhall be obliged to make, or fupport
bridges but by ancient cuftoms; the .gpon{; of
every freeman fhall be difpofed of according

to his will ; if he die inteftate, his heirs fha
fucceed to them; no officer of the crowan
Yhall take any horfes, carts, or wood, with-
out the confent of the owner; the king’s
court of juftice fhall be ftationary, and fhall
no longer follow his (rerfon; they fhall be
-open ta every ane; and juftice fhall ne lon-
er be refufed, or delayed by them; the
eriffs fhall be inecapacitated to hold pleas of
thecrown, and {hall not put any perfon opon
. 18
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histrial, from rumour or fufpicion alone, but
upon the evidence of lawful witnefles; no
freeman fhall be taken, or imprifoned, or -
difpaffefled of his tenement and liberties, or
outlawed, or banifhed. or anywife hurt, un-
lefs by the legal judgment of his peers, or
by the law of the land ; and all who fuffered
otherwife. in this, and the two former reigns,
fhall be reftored to their rights and potlef-
fions ; every freeman fhall be fined in pro-
portion to his fault, and no fine fhall be le~
vied on him to his utter ruin. Such were
the ftipulations - in favour of that part of the
people, who, being cither merchants, or the
defcendents of the nobles, or of the clergy,
were independent of any immediate lord,
But that partof the people who tilled the
ground, who conftituted, the majority of
the nation, had but one fingle claufe in their
favour, which ftipulated, that no villain
thould by any fine be bereaved of his carts,
ploughs, and inftruments of hufbandry. As

<

- for the reft, they were confidered as a part of

the property belonging to an eftate, and paf-
fed gw:?y, \)’(vith thejg hgrfes, cows, and ofhcr

moveables, at the will of the owner. .
This great charter being agreed to by all,
and rmutually figned by both parties, the ba-
rons, in order to fecure the obfervance of 1it,
prevailed on the king, to appoint twenty-five
of their order converfators of the public liber-
R;. Thefe were to admonifh the king, if he
ould a& contrary to his obligations; in
cafe of refiftance, they might levy war againft
him, and attack his caftles. John, fubmitted
%o all thefe regulations, however injurious to
majefty ;
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majefty ; and even fent writs to the fheriffs,
ordering them to conftrain every one to fwear

obedience to the twenty-five barons. His

fubje&ts therefore flattered themfelves with
brighter profpets; and it was thought the
King’s misfortunes had humanized his difpo-
fition,

But John burned with defire to fhake off
the conditions they had impofed upon him.

. "The fubmiffions he had paid to the pope, and
the infults he had fuftained from the king of
France, flightly affeted him, as they were
his equals; but the fenfe of his fubjeétion to
his own vaffals, funk deep on his mind. He
grew fullen, filent, and referved. He fhun-
ned the fociety of his former companions; and
retired into the Ifle of Wight, to hide his
difgrace in folitude. But he fent to the con-
tinent 'to enlift a large body of mercenary
troops ; he made complaints to the pope of

«he infurre&ions of his fubje&s againft him
and the pontiff very warmly efpoufed his caufe.
A bull was fent over, annulling the whole
charter; and at the fame time the foreign
forces arrived. :

The barons, after obtaining the charter,
feemed to have been lulled into fecurity ; and
took no meafures for aflembling their forces.
The king, therefore was for fome time un-
difputed mafter of the field, at the head of an
army of Germans, Brabantines, and Flemings,
all eager for battle, and infpired with the
hopes of dividing the kingdom among them.
The caftle of Rochefter was firft invefted ;
and, after an - obftinate refiftance, obliged to

: - furrender




J o H N 208

forrender at difcretion.  After the redution’
of this important fortrefs, the royal interefts .
began to prevail ; and two armies were form-
ed, with one of which the king marched
northward, fubduing all fortrefles. The
.other army, commanded by the earl.of Salif~
‘bury, was equally vigorous and fuccefsful ;
{everal fubmitted at its approach, and London
itfelf was in.the wmoft danger, :
¥ The barons, reduced to this deplorable
fituation, loft all power of felf-defence. In
this defperate exigence, they applied to Phi-
lip, king of France ; and offered to acknow-
ledge Lewis, the eldeft {fon of that monarch,
as their fovereign, on condition of his af-
fording them prote&tion. No proffer could
have been more agrecable to this ambitious
:monarch, .who long wanted to annex England
to his dominiens. He therefore inftantie
embraced the propofal of - the barons; of
whom, however, he demanded five and twen- o
1y hoftages. Thefe being fent over, he be-
gan to make the moft diligent preparations for
this expedition, regardlefs of the menaces of
the pope, who threatened Philip with excom-
munication, and aétually excommunicated
Lewis fome time after. The firft detachment
confifted of a body -of feven thoufand men,
which he reinforced foon after by a powerful
army, commanded by Lewis himfelf, who
landed at Sandwich without oppofition.
John, who juft now faw himfelf in the ca-
teer of viftory, upon the landing of the
French army was ftopped all of a fudden.
The firft effe@ of their appearance was, that
Vol. L. . L moft

* A Dy 1215
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moft of the foroign troops deferted, refufing
%o ferve againft the heir of their monarchy.
Many noblemen ulfo doferted his party ; end
his caftles daily fell inwo the hands of his epe-
‘mnies. Thus England {aw asthing buta prof-
pe& of ‘beingevery way undone. But-what
meither human prudence could forefee, ner
policy fuggeft, was brought about by anhap-
py. and unexpe&ed concurrence of evemts.
Lewis having vainly cndcavoured 1o pacify
the pope's legate, refvlved to fet the pope
defiance, and marchad his army agamit the
caftle of Rochefter, which he quickly redu-
ced. Thence he advanced o London, whese
the barons and burghers-did him hemage, and
took the oath of fealty, after hehad fivora
2o confirm the liberties and privileges of the
people. Though mevor .cowmed king of
England, yet he exercifed fovereiga :author-
ry, granting charters, and appointing .officers
of ftate. But how flattering foewer the prof-
peét before'him appeared, yet thore was 2
fecret jealonfy that was undermining all his
pretenfions. He on every accafion fhewed
a vifible preference to his French fubjefls,
to the detriment of thefe he came to go-
vern. The fufpicions of the Enmglith a-
gainft him were ftill farther encreafed, b
the death-bed confeflion of the count de
Melun, one of his courtiers, who declared
to thofe about him, that it -was the intention
of Lewis to exterminate the Englifh barons
as traitors, -and to'beftow thair dignities and
eftates upon his ‘-own French fubje&s. This
greatly operated -upon the minds.of the peo-
ple; fo that the carlof Salifbury, md.o]t')]iner
noble-
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moblemen, who hed forfaken John's party,
wonce more deferted wo him, and gave no fmajl
luftre to his caufe. ’

In the mean time, Joba was affembling a
tosfiderable aymy, with a view te make .ore
great effort ; and at the head of alarge hody
©f troops, sefolved to peretrate into she heast
of the kingdom. With thefe sefolutions he
departed from Lyaon, which, for its fidelity,
&e had diftinguifhed with miany marks-of fa-
¥oux, and dire&ed his route towards Lincolp~ -
feire. His z0ad lay along the fhore, which
was overflowed at high-watery but being
agnerant.of the tides, he loft all his carriages,
treafure, and baggage, by their influx. He
himfelf efcaped with the graareft difficulty,
and -arrived at the abbey of Swinftead, where
his grief for the Jofs he had {nftained, and
‘the diftratted ftate of his affairs, threw him
into 8 fover. Next day, being unable to
ride on horfe-back, he was warried in a litter
to the caftle .of Seaford, and from thence re-
‘moved to Newark, where, after having made
his will, he died in the fifty-firft year of his
-age, ‘and the eighteenth of his reign.

The monks have painted king John in the
blackeft colours, in order to excufe the Pope’s
proceedings againft him. And fome faults
undoubtedly he had+ but he could not poffi-
bly be fuch a monfter as they make him, con-
‘ﬁc{ering the general tenor of his aftions, as
they themfelves relate them. From thefe
very relations it appears, that he was a bold,
intrepid man : brave in an high degree, and

- much efteemed by the generality of his fub-

Je&s; otherwife he could never have raifed
. L 2 fuch
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fuch armies, when at firft the pope and
the clergy; then almoft all the barons were
againft him. And he muft have had condu&
as well as courage; for he fcarce ever lofta
battle. He really feems to have fet out with
the fame views, and the fame {pirit as Hen-
ry I; determined to oppofe the ufurped power
of the clergy, as well as of the nobles.
Therefore both the one and the other black-
ened him without mercy, and painted him as
a monfter : whereas, itis probable, he was
tho’ not the beft, yet far from being the worf}

- of the Englifh Princes.

He left two legitimate fons behind himj
Henry, who. fucceeded him on the throne,
and was nownine years of age ; and Richard,
who was about feven. He left alfo tisree
daughters ; Jane, married to Alexander, king
of Scots; Eleanor, married to the earl of
Pembroke ; and Ifabella, married to the-em-

‘peror Frederic II, o Ty
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* IN G John being dead, the partialit
¢ g P ¥

) of Lewis was the more difgufting, as
it was the lefs concealed. The diffidence
which he conftantly difcovered of the fide-
lity of the barons, encreafed their jealoufy
of him ; and an accident bappened, whiclr
rendered him ftill more difagreeable to his
new {fubje&ts. The government of the caftle
of Hertford becoming vacant, it was claimed
% of right by Robert Fitzwalter, a nobleman
who had been extremely aétive in his fervice ¢
but his claim was reje@ted. It was now,
therefore, apparent, that foreigners were to
engrofs all the favour of their new fovereign.
Nor was the excommunication denounced
" 2gainft Lewis by the pope entirely without
s effe@.  In falt the people were eafily per-
fuaded to confider a caufe as impious, for
which they had an infurmountable averfion.

L 3. In
* A, D- I;2L6'



[

#160 HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

In this difpofition of the people,.the claim$
of amy native, would have had a probable
chance of fucceeding.. A: claim was accord-
ingly ntade in faveur of young HMenry, the
fon of the late king, now but nine years off
age.. The earl of %’cmbroke,, a nobleman of/
great worth and valour, who had faithfully
adhered to John.in all the fluétuations of his.
fortune, was, at this time marfhal of England,:
and confequently at the head of the army.
This nobleman ditermined to fupport:the in-
terefts of the young prince, and had him:
folemly crownedy by thég

confirm hi¢ own authority, a general:council

of the barons was fummoned at Briftol, where:

the earl was. chofén guardian to the king,.
and prote&tor of the kingdont.. His firft alt
was highly pleifing to the people, and recon-
ciled them to the interefts of tlie young prince:,

He made young Henry grant a new charter-

of libertres, which containedbut very few ex-.
ceptions from, that granted by his' predeceffor..

To this was added a charter, afcertaining

the jurifdi&tion, and the" boundaries of the:
10jal forcfts, which from thence was calfed
the Charta Forefta. By this it was emalfed,,
that all the forefts which had been enclofed:
fince the reign of Henry the fecond, fhould be
reftored to the people. Offences.on the forefts
werc no longer capital, and all the proprietors
of land were granted a power of cutting and:
ufing their own wood at pleafure. To thefe
meafures, which gave univerfal fatisfaéion,
Pembroke took care to add his a&ive endea~
vours againft the cnemy.. Ha wrote letters,,

U

_ ithops of Winchefter:
and Bath, at Gloucefter. In order alfo to.
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m the king’s mame, to all the malecontens
barens, afluring them of his refolutions tor
govern: them by their own charters ; and re-
preferted the danges which they incurred by
their adherence to a French monarch, who
anly wanted to opprefs them. Thefe aflu-
rances were attendqd with the defired effeé.
The party of Lewis loft ground every day,
by - the defertion of its moft powerful feaders..
The earls of Arundel, and Warene, together
with William Marfhall, cldef fon of the
protedter, came over to the young king ; and
all the reft of the barons appeared defirous of
an opportunity of fellowing their example.

* ‘Fhe protetor was fo much ftrengthened
By thefe acceflions, that he took the field ;
bue the French army appearing, he was
ebliged to retire. The count de Perche, who
commandad for Lewis, was {0 elated with his
foperiority, thas he marched to Lincoln 3
and being admitted into the town, attacked
the eaftle, which he foon reduced to extremi-
ty.  The prote&or, finding that a decifive .
blow was te be Ryuck, fummoned all his for-
cos from gqeery quartes, and im turn, appear-
ad fo mweh fuperios.to the French, that they
fhut. themfelves wp within the city. = But the -
garrifon of the ¢aftle having received a ftrong
reinforcement, made a vigorousfally upon the.
befiegers, while the Englifh army aflaulted
them from without ; and {caling the walls,
entered the city fweord in hand.  Lincoln was.
-delivered over to be pillaged ; the French
army was totdlly reuted, the commander in
ehief was killed, and feveral of the reft made:

, L4 . 'prifoners

:‘ Aw Ds 1“74"
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prifoners of war. This misfortune of the
French .was but the . fore-runner of another..
Their fleet, which was bringing over: rein-
. forcements, both of men and money, was:at--
tacked by the Englifh, under the eommand-
“of Philip d’ Albiney, and was repulfed with’
confiderable lofs. Thefe vepeated loffes ferv-- -
ed, at length, to give peace to the kingdom.-
Lewis finding his caunfe defperate, began to:
be anxious for the fafety of his perfori; and
was glad to fubmit to any cenditions favour--
able to his retreat. He eoncluded a peace’
with the prote&or; in which he agreed to:
lcave the kingdom ;: only requiring anin--
demnity for all his adherents.. Fhus-ended a
civil war, which had for fome time drenched’
the kingdem in blood; and in which net
only its conftitution, but all its' happinefs
icemed irretrievable. But the -earlof Pem--
broke, the proteftor, did not long furvive
his fuccefs, =
" The young king was gentle, ealy and good~
natured to'his dependents ; but no-way formi-
dable to lis enemies. Without aéuvity .or
vigour; he wasunfit to-conduét in war ; with-
out diftruft or fufpicien, he was impofed upon
in times of peace. A king of fuch qualifica=
tions, was very little fitted to hold'the reins of
a kingdom, fuch as England was at that time,.
where every order was afpiring to: independ-
ence, and endeavouring to plume themfelves
with the fpoils of the prerogative.. - || The prow
te&tor was fucceeded in his office by Peter, bith~
op of Winchefter, and Hubert de Burgh, high
jJufticiary ; but ne-authority in.the gavernaors.
o . ' could.

¥ A D 123gl
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could control a people, who had been long
ufed to civil difcord, and caught every flight
occafion to magnify fmall offences into public
grievances. The nobles were now, ‘in cffeét,.
the tyrants of the people; -for having alinoft
totally deftroyed the power of the crown ;
and being encouraged by the weaknefs of a
minority, they retained by force the royal
caftles, which they had ufurped during the
former convulfions ; they opprefled their vaf-
fals ; they infefted their weaker neighbours ;
and invited all diforderly people to take pro-
te@ion under their authority.. It is not then
to be wondered, that there were many com-
- plaints againft thofe who were placed over
them ; Hubert de Burgh, who feemed to take
the lead in government, at this time experi-
enced many confpiracies, not only againft his
authority, but his perfon; and fo little did:
the contederates regard fecrefy, that they
openly avowed their intentions of removing
him _from his office. 4+ The. barons being re-
quired by ‘hun to give up their caftles, they
not only refufed, but feveral of them-entered’
into-a confederacy to furprize London; and,
with the ‘Earls of Chefter and Albemarle ar
their head, advanced as far as Waltham with
that intention. At thattime, however, their
aims were fruftrated by the diligence of the
overnment 't and meeting fome time after at
iciceﬂer, in order to feize the king, they
found themfelves difappointed in this, as in
their former attempt.. In this threatening
. commotion, the power of the church was
‘abliged to interpofe ; and the archbifhops and:
. Ly prelates

$ A.D. 12215
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prelates threatened the barons. with the fén-~
tence of excommunication,. fhould they perfift:
either in their attempts. upen the king,. or in.
detaining his caffles. This menace at.laft-
prevailed. Moft of the fortrefles were fur--
rendered ; and the fiumber at that time is faid

~ to have amounted to above a thoufand. But:
though Henry gained this. advantage By the:
prudence and perfeveruncé of his minifter,,
yet his power was. not yet eftablithed.. A.
conteft with Ajs. brother Richard, who had:
amaffed fuch fums of money, as.to.be teck-

oned the richeft prince in Europe, foon fhew—
ed the weaknefs both.of” His power and his dif—
pofition.. * Richard had unjuftly expelled arr
inferior baron from his manor; and the king -
infifted upon his.reftoring him. The other.
perfifting in his refufal; a powerful confede-.
racy was formied, and an army. affembled 3,
.which the king had neither power. nor cou-

rage to refift. R’icBard’s.injuﬁice was declar--
ed legal ;- and his.refentment was.obliged to»
be mollified by grants of muchi-greater impor--
tance than the manor which had been the firfe:
ground' of the quarrel. Thus. was.the king:
obliged ta-fubmitto- all.the demands.of his.
haughty vaffals ;; and ke had fcdrce any. per--
fon who feemed folicitous for his. interefts,.
1 but Hubert de Burgh, whom. neverthelefs,
he difcarded in a fuddericaprice ; and thus ex -

pofed his faithful fervant to the violent perfe=

cution of his enemies.. Among the many fri--
volous crimes obje®ed to him, he was accufed!
of gaining the king’s affe&ions by enchant-

ment, and of fending the priace” of Wales a-

: jewel,.

*®A.D.1i23. A D, 1232;
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Jjewel, which he had ftolen. from the treafury,
that rendered the wearer invulnerable. Hu-
bert, when he found his tuin refolved on,
was compelled to take fan&uary ina church;
but the king was prevailed upon to give or-
ders for his being dragged from thence.  The
_elergy interpofed, and obliged the king to per—
mit him to return to his fanfuary; but he
was once more conftrained to furrender him-
- {felf a prifoner, and was confined to the caflle
of Devizes. From thence Hubert made his
efcape ; and, though he afterwards obtained
the king’s pardon, he never had any defire to:
encounter future dangers in his fervice..
. But as weak princes are never to be without
governing faveurites, the place of Hubeit
was foon: fupplied by Peter de Roches, bifhop
of Winchefter, a Poiétevin by birth, one
-equally remarkable for his arbitrary condu&t,
and for his' courage and abilities.. Henry,.
in purfuance of this prelate’s advice, invited
.-@ver a.great number of Poi&evins, and other
foreigners, who having neither principles nor
fortunes at home, * were willing to adopt
whatever fchemes their employer fhould pro-
pofe.. Every office and command was beftow~
éd on thoie: unprincipled ftrangers, whofe:
_avarice and rapacity. were exceeded only by
their pride and infolence.. So unjuft a parti-
ality to ftrangers naturally excited the jealoufy:
of the baroms; and: they even ventunsd to
aflure the king, that if he did not difinifs all.
foreigners from court, they woyld drive both.
him and them out of the kingdom. But the:
kifhop of. Wincheﬁle‘r6hadv taken. his meafures:
. o

\
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fo well that he brought over the moft power+
ful of the confederates, and the eftates of the:
more obnoxious barons were confifcated, for .
the benefie of his needy countrymem Ia
thele violent meafures the king was a calm
fpetator ; he was contented with:prefent-ad-
¥antages ; and while thefe confifcations pro--
cured immediate wealth, he little regarded
the confequence;. 4 But yet:foon after,.at the:
inftance of’ the Bifhops, he was induced to
difinifs his minifter, and. to.fend him and
his needy countrymen out of the kingdomm
- It was now expe&ed that the-people were:
to be no longer aggrieved by feeing foreigners
advanced abeve them. But their. hopes were: ,
‘quickly difappointed ; for the king having
‘marricd Eleanor, daughter of- the-count of
Provence, he transferred. his affeftions to the
firangers of that country. § Places, dignities,.
and vaft treafures, were lavifhed upon them3;.
many young. noblemen, who: were wards teo:
the crown, were married to. wives: of - that
‘country ; and when the fources of the king’s.
liberality were dried up, he refumed the grants:
‘he had formerly inade, in order.to continue:
his favaurs. ‘Fhe refentment. of: every.rank
‘ef people was excited by: this. mifchievous at»
tachment ; but their anger- was fcarce-kept"
_ within bounds when.they faw a new fwarm of
thefe intruders come oves-froms Gafcony; with:
Ifabeta, the: king’s mother,. whao. had-been:
fome time before married to. the. count: dela,
~ Marchie: | . o
_To thefe difcontents, thofe arifing from the -
rapacity. of the fee of Rome were added ngtlyz
3 C - [ (3 '

o
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aftér. The clergy of England, while they
were contending, tor the power of: the pope,.
were not aware that they. were effetually op--
pofing their ewn: interefts ;, for the ponuff’

)aving, by various aits, obtained the invef--
titure of all livings and ‘prelacies in the king--
dom, failed not to.fill. up every vacancy with:
his own. creatures,. His power being efta-
blithed, he now began.to turn it to his pro—
tit, and to enrich. the church by every art of”
extortion and avarice.. ! At this: time, all’
the chief benefices of the kingdom were con—
ferred on Italians.. GGreat numbers of that na—
tion were fent over at one time to be provided:
for ; ‘the king’s chaplain alone is faid to have:
held at once feven hundred ecclefiaftical liv--
ings. Foreign Ecclefiaftics now- poflefled fe~-
»enty thoufand' marks yearly. income in. Eng-
land, while the king’s revenue {earce amount—
ed to athird part of. that fum.. Thefe abufes:
Became too:glaring even. for the blind fuper--
ftition of the people to fubmit to ;, they rofe
in tumults againft the Italian clergy, pillaged:
their barns,. wafted their ficlds, and infulted:
their perfons.. ‘But thefe were tranfient obfta—

- cles ta the. papal encroachments.. The pontiff.

exalted the revenues of all vacant benefices,,
the twentieth of all ecclefiaftical livings with=~-
out exception, the third of fuch.as exceeded an:
hundred marks a year; and a half of fuch as.
-were held by non-refidents :. he: claimed the'
goods.of allinteftate.clergymen.: He pretend--
ed a right of inheriting all money got by

- ufury, and he levied voluntary contributions-

on the people.. Meantime, the king being:in:
greav

$-A Do 12374
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great want of money his barons granted hima
very liberal fupply, for which he renewed their-
charter with more than ufual folemnity. § All
the prelates and abbots were affembled, with
burning tapers in their hands; the Magna.
Charta was read in their prefence; and
they denounced fentence of excommunication
againft all who fhould infringe its. decifions g
they then put ont their tapers on the ground,.
and exclaimed, ¢ May every foul that proves
¢ falfe to this agreement,. fo ftink and cor-
* rupt in hell”” The king had his part in.
the ceremony, and fubjoined, ¢¢ So help me.
“ God, Iwillinviolably keep all thefe things,,
¢ as Jam a man, as I am a chriftian, as I am.
*¢ a knight, and as.l am a king erowned and.
* anointed.”

But though the king,. in the laft conwention,,
had engaged to follow the advice.of Englith
gounfellors, yet he was dire@ed in all. his.
meafures by foreigners, and Willtam.de Va-
lence, in particular.. This imprudent prefe~
rence, joined to other illegal. fteps, impelled
Simon Montfort, earl of Leicefter, to at-
tempt wrefting the fcepter from the feeble
hand that held it.  Fhis nobleman was the fon:
of the famous general who commanded againfy
the Albigenfes, whofe great fault was their-
ferious, unaffefted prety, and oppofition to»

-fome of the errors of Popery.. He was mar~
ried to the king’s fifter; and, by his power
and addrefs, was pofleffed of a ftrong inte-
teft inthe nation. The Kking was the “only
ﬁ;fon whofe favour he difdained to cuktivate..

e fo much difregarded Henry’s friendfhip.
. » et
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or enmity, that when the monarch; wpon.a
certain occafion, called hinr traitor, Leicef--
ter gave him the lie; and told him, that if’
he were not his fovereign, he. would: foom
make him repént of his infult. Being poffef--
fed of power t66. great. for a. fubje&,. he had’
Tong, though fecretly, afpired at the throne,.
and filled: all: places with complaints of the-
king’s. injuftice, partiality, and inability to.
govern.. Having at laft found his defign ripe-
for execution,. he called ameeting of the moft’
eonfiderable barons;. and concealing his pri«
vate ambition under the mafk of public con=-
eern, he reprefented  to-thent the  neceffity of
weforming the ftate.. He exaggerated the op~-
preflions of the lower orders of the people,.
the violations of the barons’ privileges, the:
eontinued plunder of the clergy, and the pera-
fidy of the king.. His. popularity and his.
ower-added weight to his eloquence ;. and the.
ggréns. entered 1ntoa refolution.of redreffing;
public grievances, by takingthe adminiftration,
of the government 1nto their own hands..
© % The firft place where this: formidable:
confederacy difcovered itfelf, was.in the par--
llament-houfe, where the barons. appeared im
somplete armour.. The king, upon his entry,,
afked them what was their intention; to:
which they. replied, to make him their foves-
reign, by confirming his power, and to have .
their grievances: redrefled.. Henry, aflured;
them of his intentions to give all poffible
fatisfalfion ;, and for that purpofe, fummoned:
another parliament at Oxford, to digeit a new:
plan of goverament, and to elet proper per--
im who were. to.be entrufted with the chief”
_ ' authority..

r. A-»Dr 1358&.
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authority.: This parliament, afterwards called
the mad parliament, went expeditioutly to work
upon the bufinefs of refornation. Twenty-
four barons were appointed, with fupreme
authority, to reform the abufes of the ftate,
and Leicefter was placed at their head. Their
firft ftep contained the rude out-line of the:
houfe of commons, which makes a part of the
conftitution.at this day.. They ordered, that:
four knights fhould be chofen by each county, .
who fhould examine into the gricvances of’
their refpe&tive conftituents, and'attend at the:
enfuing parliament, to give information of
their complaints.. They ordained, that three-
feflions of parliament fhould be regularly held’
every year ; that a new high fheriff fhould
be annually eleted ;. that no wards.or caftles
fhould be entrufted to foreigners ; no new’
forefts made ; nor the revenues of.any coun=
ties let to farm.. Thefe conftitutions were fo-

- juft, that fome of them have been continued'
to the prefent time ; but it was not the fecu-
rity of the people, but the eftablifhment of:

thein own power, that this confederacy.
aimed at.. Inftead of refigning their power,:
when they had fulfilled the purpofes of:i their

appointment, they ftill maintaimed.themfelves
ia authority'; pretending that they had:not
as yet digefted "all meceflary reguldtions: for
the benefit of the ftate. - The whole ftate ‘ac-:

cordingly underwent a complete alteration g

all its former officers were difplaced,. and crea~

tures of the twenty-four barons were put in
their room ; they even impofed an oath uport
every individual of the nation, declaring. anx
umplicit obedience to all the regulations exe~

cuted
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¢uted, and to bé yet executed, by the barons,
who were thus appointed as rulers.. They.
not only abridged the authority of the king,
but of parliament, giving up to twelve per-
fons all parliamentary power between each
fefion.. Thus thefe infolent nobles, after
having trampled upon. the crown, threw prof-
trate all-the rightsof the people, and a vile
oligarchy was-on the point of being eftablithed.
for ever. _

* The firft oppofitien that was made to thefe
ufurpations,. was from that very power, which-
fo lately began to take place in the conftitu-
tion. ‘The knights of the fhire, who for fome’
time, had regularly affembled in a feparate
houfe, now firlt perceived thofe grievances..
Thefe bold and patrietic men ftrongly remon~
ftrated againft the flownefs of the proceedings
of their twenty-four rulers. They reprefented. -
that though the king had performed all the
conditions required of him, the barons had:
done nothing for the peeple ; that their own
interefts-feemed theiv only aim ; and they cal-
led upon the king’s eldeft fon, prince Edward,,
to interpofe aifd fave the finking nation.. -

- Prince Edward was at this time about
twenty-two yeass of age, and his abilitiesand
integrity rendered him an important perfo-

" nage. Upon this occafion his conduét im-
prefled the people with the higheft idea of his.
piety and juftice. He alledged, that he had:
fworn to the late Conftitutions of Oxford,
which, though contrary to his own private:
fentiments, he refolved not to infringe, At
the fame time, however, he fent a mcffage to
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the barons, requiring them to bring their wt-
dertaking te ar end. To this the baroas
were obliged to reply, by publifking a new
code of laws, which, though it contained
fearce any thing material, yet they fuppofed
would, for a while, dazzle the eyes of the
people, until they could take meafures to
confirmr their autherity. In this manmer,
under vartous pretemnces, they continued
themfelves in power for three years; while

the whele nation perceived their aims, and

loudly condemned their treachery..

The people now only wanted a leader te
fubvert this new tyranny ; ber they knew
not where, nor whom they could apply to
for fuecour. The kg hrmfelf, weak, and:
irrefolute, was it 2 manner leagued with
thofe whe deprefled hisinterefts ; the clergy,
who formérly gave the people redrefs, were

Little concerned in the commotions of the:

flate. I this diftvefsful fituation, they had:
recourfe to young prince Edward, who, had
given the flrongeft proofs of courage, wifdom,,
and conftancy. § At firfh, indeed, he refufed.
to take advantage of the pope’s abfolutiomy
atrd the people’s earneft application; but be-
ing at laft perfuaded to concur, a parkiament:
- was called, in which the king refumed his for-:

mier authority ; and the barons, after making
a' froitlefs effort to take him by furprize at’
Winchefter, were obliged to acquiefce in.
what they could not openly oppofe.

I the mear thme the earl of Leicefter, nt
way difcouraged by the bad fuccefs of his paft:
enterprizes, refolved upon entirely overturne.
ang that power, which hehadalready humblﬁgd..

or
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For this purpofe he formed a2 moft powerful
eonfederacy with the prince of Wales, who
invaded England with » bedy of thirty thou-
fand mien. Fo thefe basbarous. ravagers Lei-
cefter joined his own forces, and the whole.
kingdeny was. expofcd to all the devaftations
of 2 [icentious army. 'The citizens of Lon-
don alfo were not averfe to his:caufe.. Under
the command of their mayer, Fhomas Fitz-
Rickard, afurteusman, they felt upon the
Jews, and meany of the more wealthy inhabin '
tants, pillaging and deftroying where-ever
they came. The fury of the faliow was not
¢onfined to- Leudon only, but breke out in
moft of the pepulous cities of the kingdomt 3
while the king, deplosed the turbulence of
the times,. and 1e vain applied: to: the pope for'
his Pme&i’o‘l’h. .
In this difirefsful ftate- of the mation, no-
thing remained, but an accommeodasion: with
the 1nfurgent baroas ; and after fome time &
treaty of peace was concluded, but upon the:
moft difadvantageous terms to the King..
¥ The provifionsof Oxford were reftored, and
the barons re-eftabliffred in-the fovereigm?t‘
of therkingdem. They took poffeflion of all
the -royal caftles and fortreffes.; they evem
named the officers of the king’s houfhold 5
and fwhmoned a parfiament t¢ meet at Wefl~
minfter, in order more folty torfettle the plan
of their govermment. By this affembly it
was enafted, that the autlrority of the twenty
four Darons fheuld eontinue ; @nd that not
only during the reign of the king, but alfo
during that of prince Edward., B
ut

3 A. D. 1263
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" But thefée were conditionswhich, though the
king could fubmit te, yet the young prince
would by no means acquiefcein. He appealed
to the king of France, and when that juft mo~
narch declared in his favour, refolved to have
recourfe to arms. Accordingly, fummoning
the king’s military vaflals froin all quarters,
and being reinforced by many of the more
ﬁuitable’ arons, he refolved to take the field,

is firft attemipts were fuccefsful ; Northamp-
ton, Leicefter, and Nottingham, fubmitted
to his power; and he proceeded into the
~ county of Derby, in order to ravage the

eftates of fuch as had efpoufed the. 0£poﬁte
caufe, On the other fide, the earl of Leicef»
ter was befieging Rochefter, when he was in-
formed of the king’s fuccefles ; upon which
he raifed the fiege, and retreated to London,
where he was joined by a body of fifteen thou-
fand men. Both armies being thus pretty
near equal, they refolved to come to an en~
gagement, and Leicefter halted within about
two miles from Lewesin Suffex ; offeting, at
the fame time, terms of accommodation,
which he well knew the king would rejet..
Upon the refufal of thefe, both fides prepared
for a battle with the utmoft animofity. The

earl advanced with his troops near Lewes,. -

where the king had drawn up his forces..
The royal army was formed in three divifions ;.
prince Edward commanded on the right ;
* Richard, the king’s brother, who. had been
fome time before made king of the Romans,.
was pofted on the left wing, and Henry him-
felf remained in the center, The earl’s army

was
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ovas dividedinto four bodies: the firft was con»
ducéted by Henry de Montfort, fon of the ge-
neral ; the fecond was commanded by the earl
of Gloucefter ; the third was under the com- .
‘mdand of the earl himfelf; the fourth, con~
fifting of Londoners, was under the dire&tion
of Nicholas Seagrave, To encourage thefe,
the bithop of Chichefter gave a general abfo-
lution to their party ;- accompanied with
affarances, that if any of them fell in the
alion, they would infallibly be received into
heaven. The battle was begun by prince
Edward, who ruthed upon the Londoners,
with fo much fury, that they were unable to
fuftain the charge, but fled with great preci-
pitation. The prin_ce, tranfported with a
defire of revenging theinfults they had offered
to his mother, purfued them four miles off
the field of battle, caufinga terrible flaughter,
While he.was making this imprudent ufe of
his vi&ory, the earl of Leice{{,er, who was a
ikilful commander, pufhed with all his forces
againft the enemies left wing, put them to the
raute, and took both the king and his brother
prifoners. It was a dreadful profpet, to the
young prince, returning vi&orious from the
purfuit, to behold the field covered with the
bodies of his friends ; and {till more when he
heard that his father and his uncle were de~
feated and taken. In this deplorable flate, he
at firft endeavoured to infpire his remaining
- troops with ardour; but being artfully amufed
by Leicefter with a pretended negotiation,
he quickly found his little body of troops fur~
rounded, and he himfelf obliged to fubmift tg
S uch.
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#uch terms as the conqueror thought fit to
iampofe. Thefe were fhort, and very confor~
mable to his wretched fituation. He, togs-
ther with another gemeral named Henry
4’ Almain, were to {furrender themielves pri-
foners, as pledges in the place of the king and
his brother, who were to be releated. The
-Provifions of Oxford were 10 continue in fufl
force ; but to be revifed by fix Frenchmen,
appointed by the king .of France ; three pre-
Jates, and three noblemen, who, with three
anore of their own chufing, were 10 be invefted
with full pewers o feude 2l difturbamces.
Buch was the comventson called the Afife of
Lewes.

Thefe great advantages were mo fooner ob- -
tained, than Leicefter refolved 10 pofiefs him~
delf of that power, for which he had fo lang
been ftruggling. * laftead of referring the
fubje&t in difpute to the king of France, as
was agreed on, hekept Richard Rill a prifeners
and though he had already confined prince
Edward in the .cattle of Dover, yet he toak
care to keep the king alfe. ‘To add to his
dnjuftice, he ‘made ufe of his name for pur- .
pofes the moft prejudiczal to the royal inte-
refts 5 and while he every where difarmed the
king’s.adherents, kept his.own partizans ia
a pofture of defence. The king was carried
about from place to place, and obliged to give
this governors direSuors to deliver their caf-
tles into the hands .of bis enemy. To this
mafurpation .of the king’s authority, Leicefter
-added the moft barefaced :and rapacious ava-
zice, He feized the eftates of o lefs thas

e cighteen

.

* A, D, 1264,
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tighteen barens, as bis fhare of the fpoil
ganed in the bartle of Lewes. He engroffed
20 himfelf the ranfom of all the pritoncrsg
ke monopolized the fale of wool to foreiga
markets ; and to fix himfelf compleatly 1m
authority, he ordained that all power fhould
be exercifed by a council of nine perfons,
who were 0 be chofen by three perfons, or the
majority of them; and thefe were the earl
hmfelf, the earl of Gleucefter,andthe bifhop
of Chichefter,

In this firetch of power, Leicefter was not
fo entirely fecure, but that he fill feared the
combinations of the foreign {ftates againft
him. The king of France, at the intercef-
fionof the queen of England, who had taken
refuge at his spwrt, altually prepared to rein-
ftate Henry in his domimons ; the pope was
@ot{paring in his ecclefiaftical cenfures; and
there were many other princes that pitied the
soyal fufferings, and fecrotly wifhed the ufur-
per’s fall. The miderable fitvation of the
kingdom in the end produced the happinefs of
pafterity. Leicefter, to fecure his power,
was ebliged go have recourfe to an aid till now -
entirely ankoown in England, namely, that
of ‘the bady df the pepple. He called a par-
Jiament, where, befides the baransof his.own

s party, and {everal ecclefiaftios, who were not
immediate tenants of the crown, he ordered
returns to be made of twe knights from every
dbire; and alfo deputies from the boroughs,
avhich had been hithertp confidered as.teo ins
coofiderable to have a veice in legiflation,
*This is the firfl.confinmed putline of an Eng-
lifh houfeof commons. The people had been

' . gaining

* Jan. 20, 1263,
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gaining fome confideration fince the gradudl
diminution of the force of the feudal fyftem.
. "The eftablifhment of corporation charters, by
which many of the ruftic flaves werein a ca-
ipacity of refcuing themfelves from the power
of their mafters, encrealed not only the power
of the people, but their ardour:to be free. As
arts encreafed, the number of thefe little in-
dependent republics, H they may be fo called,
‘increafed in proportion ; and wefind them, at
the prefent period, of confequence enough te
‘be adopted into -a fhare of the legiflature,
‘Such was the beginning of an inftitution, that
‘has fince been the guardian of Britifh liberty.
In this manner it owed its original te the afpi-
ring aims of an haughty baron, who flattered
the people with the name of freedom, with a
defign the more .completely ‘to tyrannize.

A parliament aflembled in this manner, to
fecond the views of the earl, was found not {o
‘complying as he .expefted. Many of the
‘barons, who had hitherto adhered to his par-

ty, appeared difgufted at his immoderate am--

‘bition; and many of the people, who found
that a change -of mafters was not a change
from mifery to happinefs, began to wifh for
the re-eftablifhment of the royal family.
In this exigence, Leicefter finding himfelf
unmable to oppofe the concurring wifhes of
the nation, was refolved to :make a merit of
what he could not preveat; and accordingly
releafed prince Edward, and had him intro-
duced at Weftminfter hall, where his free-
dom was confirmed by the unanimous voice
of the barens. But though Leicefter, h:g

——
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Tl the popularity of reftoring the prince, yet
ihe was politic enough to keep himftill 'guard-

«d by his emiffaries, who watched all his

~ motions, and fruftrated all his aims.

On the other hand, prince Edward, whe
had too much penectratien not to perceive that

“he was made the tool of Leicefter’s ambition,

:ardently watched anopportunity te regain that
freedom, of which he enjoyed but the appear-
ance. An opportunity foon offered. . The
«duke of Gloucefter, one of the heads of

eicefter’s party, being difcontented at that
mobleman’s great power, retired from court
in difguft, and went, for fafety, to his etates
-on the borders of Wales. Leicefter was not
Hlow in purfuing him thither ; and to give

greater authority te his arms, carried the
* king and the prince of Wales along with him.

This was the happy opportunity that youn

Edward long wante)crl, in order toycﬂ“c& lzlis efg
cape. Being furnifhed by the earl of Glou-~
«cefter with an horfe of extraordinary fwift-
nefs, under pretence of taking the air with

fome of Leicefter’s retinue, who were in

Teality appointed to guard him, he propofed
that they fhould run their horfes onc againft
the other. When he perceived thathe had thus
fufficiently tired their horfes, iinmediately
mounting Gloucefter’s horfe that was ftill
frefh, he bid his attendants very politely
farewel. They followed him indeced for
{ome time ; but the appearance of a body of
troops belonging to Gloucefter put an end to
the purfuit. This happy event fcemed the
&ignal for the whole body of royalifts to rife.

Vor. I, M The
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The well known valour of the young prince)
the long train of grievances which the people
-endured ; and the countenance of the earl of
Gloucefter, a man of great power, all com-
bined to encreafe their numbers. An arm
was foon aflembled which Leicefter had no
power to withftand ; and he faw his hard-
earned power ravifhed from him, without
‘being able to ftrike a fingle blow in its de-
fence. His fon, attempting to bring him a
reinforcement of troops from London, was,
by a vigorous march of young Edward, fur~
prized, and his army cut to pieces. '

It was not long after, that the earl himfelf, :

ignorant of his fon’s fate, paflfed the Severne,
in expefation of the London army ; but in-
ftead of the troops he expe&ted, he foon per-
ceived that the indefatigable prince was com-
ing up to give him battle. Nor was it with-
out a ftratagem thathis littlearmy was affault-
ed. 'While the prince led a part of his troops
by a circuit to attack him behind, he order-

ed another body of them to advance withthe :

banners of the London army that was juft
defeated, which, for a. long time, the earl
miftook for an a&tual reinforcement, At laft,
however, he perceived his. miftake ; and faw
that the enemy was advancing againft him
on all fides, with the moft determined bra-
very. He now, therefore, found that all

was loft; and was fo firuck with difmay,

that he could not help exclaiming, ¢ The
Lord have mercy upon our fouls, for our bo-
dies are doomed to deftru&tion.” He did not,
however abandon all hopes ; but drew up his
‘waen in a compagt circle, and exhorted them

to
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to fight like men who had all to gain orall to
fuffer. At the fame time, he obliged the
-old King to put -on armour, and to fight
againft his own- caufe, in the front of the
army. The battle foon began ; but the earl’s
army having been.exhaufted by famine on the
mountains of Wales, were butill able to fuf- -
tain yourg Edward’s attack. During this
terrible day, Leicefter behaved with aftonifh-
ing intrepidity ; and kept up the fpirit of the
-ation from twe o’clock in the afternoon, till
nine at night. At laft, his horfe being kil-
led under him, he was compelled to fight on
foot ; and tho’ he demanded quarter, the ad-
verfe party refufed it "The old king whe
was placed in the front of the battle, was foon
wounded in the fhoulder; and not being
known by his friends, he was on the point
of being killed by a foldier ; but crying out,
I am Henry of Winchefter the king, he was.
faved by a knight of the royal army. Prince
Edward hearing the voice of 'his father, in-
ftantly ran to the fpot where he lay, and had
him conduéted to a place of fafety.

This vitory proved decifive ; and thofe
who were formerly perfecuted, now became
oppréflors in their turn.  The king, was now
refolved to take' a fignal vengeance on the
citizens of London, who had ever forwarded
the interefts of his opponents, In this exi-
gence, fubmiffion was their only refource ; and
Henry was hardly kept from totally deftroy-
ing the city. He was at laft contented to
deprive it of its 1nilitary enfigns and fortifi-
cations, and to levy upon the inhabitants a
' : M2 very -
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very heavy - contribution. * Fitz-Richard,
the feditious mayor, was imprifoned, and
purchafed his pardon with the lofs of his fub-.
- ftance, The rebels every where fubmitted,
or were purfued with rigour. Their caftles
were taken and demolifhed ; and fcarce any
were found thatdifputed the King’s authority.
Among the few who ftill continued refraéto-
.1y, was one Adam Gordon, formerly govern-
or of Dunfter caftle, and very much cele-
. brated for his prodigious ftrength, and great
bravery. This courageous baron maintained
himfelf for fome time 1n the forefts of Hamp-
fhire, and ravaged the counties of Berks and
Surry. Prince Edward was, at length, obli-
ged to lead a body of troops into that part of
the country to force him from thence ; and at-
tacked his camp with great bravery. Bein
tran{ported with the natural impetuofity o
youth, and the ardour of the ation, he leapt
over the trench, by which it was defended,
attended by a few followers ; and thus found
himfelf unexpeftedly cut off from the reft
of his army. Gordon foon diftinguifhed
him from the reft of 'his attendants ; and a
fingle combat began between thefe two valiant
men, which, for a long .time, continued
doubtful. But the prince’s fortune at laft
prevailed : Adam’s foot happening to {lip, he
received a wound, which difabled him- from
~ continuing the ation, and he remained at the
mercy of the conquérot, Edward was as
merciful as he was %rave; he not only grant-
ed him his life, but introduced him that very
night to his confort at Guilford ; procured
him

* A. D, 1263, Aug. I3
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him his pardon and eftate, and received him
mto favour. Gordon was not ungrateful ; he
ever after followed the prince ; and was often
found combating by his fide in the moft dan-
gerous fhock of battle. In this manner, the
generofity of - the prince tempered the info-
Ience of viftory ; and ftrength was gradually
reftored to the different members ofg the con-
ftitution, that had been fo long weakened by
civil difcord. ' '

Edward having thus reftored peace to the
kingdom, found his affairs now fo firmly efta-
bliﬁled, that it was not in the power of any
flight difguft, taken by the licentious barons,
to fhake them.  The earl of Gloucefter, in-
deed, who had been fo inftrumental in reftor-
ing the king to the crown, thought that no
recompence could equal his merits. He
therefore cngagedonce moreinopen rebellion 3
but was foon brought to fubmiffion by the
prince, who obligeéJ him to enter into 2 bond
of twenty thoufand marks, never to enter in-
to fimilar fchemes for the future. Theking-
dom_ being thus .tolerably compofed, that
_ardour for military glory, which fhone forth
in all this prince’s aétions, now impelled him
to undertake the expedition againft the infi-
dels in the Holy Land. The crufade was at
that time the great objeft of ambition ; all
other wars were confidered as trifling, and all
other fucceffes as mean, in comparifon of
thofe gained over the enemiesof Chrift. To
that renowned field of blood flocked all the
brave, the -pious, the ambitious, and the

powerful, o
M3 = s
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In purfuance of this refolution. + Edward
failed from England with: a large army, and'
arrived at the camp of Lewis, the' king of
France, which lay before Tunis; and where
he had the misfortune to hear' of that good
monarch’s death before his arrival.  The
prince, however;, no way difcouraged by this
event, continued his voyage, and arrived at
the Holy Land in fafety.

. He was fcarce departed wlhen the health of
the old king began to decline ; and he found
not only his own conftitution, but alfo that
of the ftate, in fuch a dangerous fituation,
that he wrote letters to lis fon, preffing him
to return. with all difpatch. The former ca-
Iamities began to threaten the kingdomr again';
and the barons, opprefled’ tlie people with
impunity. Bands of rebbers infefted various
varts of the nation ; and the populace of
iondon once more refumed their accuftomed
licentioufnefs. To add to the king’s uneafi-
nefs, his brother Richard died, who had long
affited him with advice in all emergencies.
He therefore, ardently wifhed for the return
of his gallant fon, who had placed the fcepter
in hands that were too feeble to hold it. At
laft overcome by the cares of government,
and ‘the infirmities of age, he ordered himfelf
to be removed, by eafy journies, from St.
Edmund’s to Weftminftcr, where, fending for
theearlof Gloucefter, he obliged him to fwear
that he would preferve the peace of the king-
dom ; and, to the utmoft of his power, main-
tain the interefts of his fon. That fame night
he expired, and the. next morning the great
' ‘ feat

1 A. D. 1250,



HENRY 11, 238

feal was delivered to the archbifhop of York,
and the lords of the privy-council.
¥ Thus died Henry, in the fixty-fixth year
of his age, and the fifty-fixth of his reign,
the longeft to be met with in the Englith
annals, He was a prince more adapted for
private than for public life ; his eafe, fimpli-
city, and good nature, would have fecured
him that happinefs in a lower ftation, of
which they deprived him upon a throne.
However, ~ from his calamities, the people
-afterwards derived the moft permanent blefy
fings ; thatliberty which they extorted from
his weaknefs they continued to preferve un-
der bolder princes. The flame of freedom’
had now diffufed itfelf from the incorporated
“towns through the whole mafs of people. In
- this conteft, though they. often laid down their
lives, and fuffered all the calamities of civil
war, yet thofe calamities were confidered as
nothing, when weighed againft the advanta-
ges of freedom and fecurity. :

3 A D. 1292,
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? TDWARD, was now employed in the:
holy wars, where he revived the glory
of the Englifh name. He had arrived at the
city of Acon in Paleftine, juft as the Saracens
were fitting down to befiege it. He foon -
relieved the place,. follewed the enemy, and
ebtained maay vitories, which though.fplen—
did, werg. not decifive.  Such, however,
were the enemies’ terrors at the progrefs of’
his arms, that they refolved to deftroy by
treachery that valiant commander, whom they
could not oppofe in: the field. A tribe of
Mahometans had long taken poffeffion of an
inacceffible mountain in Syria, one of whom
undertook to. murder the prince of England.
In order to gain admittance to Edixard’s pre~
fence, he pretended to have letters to deliver:
from the governor of Joppa, and was permit-
ted to fee the prince, who cenverfed with him -
freely in the French language, which the
affaffin underftood. In this maaner he conti-
nued to amufe him for fome time, having
free ingrefs and egrefs to and from the royal
apartments..

* A.D. 12720
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apartments. It was on the Fridayin Whitfug«
week, that he found Edward fitting alone, i
a loofe garment, the weather being extremely
hot. This was the opportunity the infidel
had defired ; he drew a dagger from his breaft,
and attempted to plunge it into the prince’s -
bofom. %dwa‘rd, with great prefence of
mind, received the blow upon his arm. | Per-
ceiving the affaffin. about to repeat his blow,,.
he ftruck liim at once to the ground with his:
foot ; and wrefting the weapon from his hand,.
buried it inhis bofom. The domeftics hear--
ing a noife, quickly came into the room,.
The wound the prince had received was the .
more dangerous, as having been. inflilted
with a poifoned dagger ; and it foon began to-
exhibit fome fymptoms that appeared fatal..
He therefore expefted his fate with great
intrepidity. But Eleanora his: wife, fucked
the poifon from the wound to fave his life, at
the hazard of her own.. It is probable, the
perfonal danger he incurred might induce him
more readily to fiften to terms of accommo-
dation, which were propofed foon after by
the foldan of Babylon. He received that
monarch’s ambafladors in. a very honourable
mannet, and concluded a truce with him for
ten years, ten weeks, and ten days. Having
thus fettled the affairs of Paleftine, he fet fail
for Sicily, * wherg he arrived in fafety, and
there firft heard the news of the king his
father’s death, as well as that of Lis own fon
thn, a boy of fix years-of age. He bore the
aft with refignation,. but appeared extremely
affli&ed at the death of his father ; at which,
: M s wheny

*A.D. 1273
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_when the king of Sicily exprefled his furprize,
he.obferved that the death of a fon was.a lois
which he might bope to repair, but that of 2
father was irreparable. ‘
- Though, the death of the king happened
while the fucceffor was fo far from home, yet
meafures had been fo well taken, that the

crown was.transferred with the greateft tran- -

quility.. The high chara&ter acquired by the
prince, during the late commotions,. had pro-
cured him the efteems of all ranks of menj,
and; inftead of atrempting to- oppofe, their
" whole wifh was to fée him returning in tri~
umph.. But he did not feem in. much. hafte,.
he fpent near a year in France, before le:
made his appearance in England. The he-
nours e received upon the continent; and
the acclamations, with which. he was. every
where attended, were too alluring to a young
mind" to- be fuddenly relinquifhed : Ke- was.
even tempted to exhibit proofs of liis bravery:
in a tournament, to which he was invited by.
‘the count de Chalons.. Imprefled: with highs
ideas. of the chivalpy of. the times, he:propo~
fed, with his knights, to hold the field againft
all that would enter the-lifts. His ufual good:
fortune attended” him.. From Chalons,. Ed-
ward proceeded-te Paris, where he was -mag~
nificently. entertained” by Philip, king of
Franee, to whomhe did.homage for the terri=-
tories the kings of England poffefled in that
kingdom. § At length, after various dangers,.
and fatigues, he arrived in his.native domi-
nions, amidft the lpud' acclamations aof . his.
people, and was. folemnly crowned at Weft-

- §.8.D. 12745
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minfter. The joy of all ranks upen this qg=

. cafion was inexpreffible ; the feafting toatis
nued 2 whole fortnight, at the king’s expence ;.
five hundred horfes were turned loofe as the
property of thofe who could catch them., The
king of Scotland, with feveral other princes,
graced the folemnity ; and did homage for
thofe territories they held under the Englifh
crown. Nothing, remained to complete the
felicity of the people but the continuance of
fuch profperity ; and this they had reafon to
expe& from the king’s juftice, his ceconomy,,
and his prudence.

As Edward was now come to an undifputed
throne, the oppofite interefts were proportio-
nably feeble. The barons were exhaufted by
long mutual diffenfions : the clergy were di-
vided in their interefts, and agreed only in one
point, to hate the pope, who had for fome -
time drained them, with impunity : the peo-
ple, by fome infurreftions againft the con-
vents, appeared to hate the clergy with equalk
animofity.  Thefe difagreeing orders only
concurred in oné point, that of efteeming and
reverencing the king. In fuch a conjunéture,
few meafures could be taken by the crown
that would be deemed oppreffive ; and we ac-
cordingly find the prefent monarch often,
from his own authority, raifing thofe taxes
that would have been peremptorily refufed to
his predeceflor. However, Edward was na-
turally prudent; and, though capable of
becoming abfolute, fatisfied himfclf with ino- - _
derate power.

"His firft care was to correét thofe diforders
shich had crept in, under the laft part of his

' M6 father’s
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father’s feeble adminiftration.. He propofed,
by an exaét diftribution of juftice, to-give
cqual protetion to all the orders of the ftate.
He took every opportunity te infpe& the con<
duét of all his magiftrates and judges,. and to.
difplace fuch as were ‘negligcnt, of COTrupt.
Infhort ; a fyftem of ftn& juftice, marked
with an air of feverity, was purfued through~
out his reign ; formidable to the people, in=
deed, but adapted to the ungovernable licen-
tioufnefs of ‘the times.. The. Jews were the
only part of his fubje&ts who were refufed. that
Jjuftice which the king made boaft of diftribus~
ting, As Edward had been bred up in preju-
dices againft them, he  feemed: to- have no
compaffion. upon. their fufférings.. Many
were the arbitrary. taxes levied upon them,
two Nundred and eighty of them were hanged:
at once, upon- a. charge of adilterating the:
soin.of the kingdom.;: the goods.of the refty
were: confifcated,. and: all: of them. banifhed:
the kingdom . :

* Edward nextrefolved to march againft Le--
wellyn, prince of North Wales, who refufed:
to do homage for his dominions.. The Welfl
Had for many ages. enjoyed their own laws,,
Ianguage, cuftoms and opinions.. They were-
the remains of the anciént Britons, who had:
efcaped the Roman and Saxon-invafions, nd:
ftill preferved their freedom-and: theireountry,.
But as they were, from their.number, incapa--
ble of withftanding their more powerful neigh-

bours on the plain, their chief defence lay.in .

their inacceffible mountains.: . Whenhever
¥ngland. was diftrefled by fa&tions at home,.

o
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or its forces called off to wars abroad, the
Welfh made it a conftant pra&ice to-pour in:
and lay the open: country wafte.. Edward had!
long wifhed to. reduce. them. He levied an:
amy againft Lewellyn, ahd marclied into kis
country., . The Welflr prince . took refuge
among the inaccefliblc mountains of Snowdon,
without . trufting to- the. chance of  a battle..
Thefe had for many ages defended his ancef-
tors againft:all the. artempts of the Norman:
and Saxan conquerors.. - But Edward, equally
vigorous.and cautious, having explored every
part of His - way, pierced' into the very center:
of Lewellyn’s territories, and approached the:
Welfh army in.its laft retreats.. Lewellyn at
firft little: regarded: him :. but his contempt
was turned’' inte: confternation, when he faw
Edward place his- forces at the foot of the
mountains, and hem up his army, in order to.
force it By famine. Deftitute of magazines,,
and cooped up in 2 narrow corncr of the:
eountry, without provifions for his troeps, or:
pafturage for his cagle, without being able tor

ftrike a blow, he was at laft obliged to fubmit

at difcretion. § He confented to pay fifty:
thoufand pounds, as a fatisfattion for damages ;;
10 do  homage to: the crown of England ; tor

permit all other: barons, except four near-
Snowdon, to-fwear fealty in the fame manner.3;
to relinquith the country between Chethire: -
.and the river Conway ;. and to- deliver hofta—
ges for the fecurity. of his fubmiffion..

+ But this treaty was only of fhort durati--
‘on: the lords of .the Marches committed alli
‘Winds of injuftice on their Welfh neighbqur;g

. L, P WA ’
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wha once more flew to arms. A body of
their forces took the field, under the command
of David, the brother of their prince, ravaged
the plain country, took the caftle of Harwar-
din, made Sir l{oger Clifford, juftice of the
Marches, who was very dangeroufly wounded,
their prifoner, and foon after laid feige to the
caftle of Rhudhlan. When the account of
thefe hoftilities  was brought to Edward, he
affembled a2 numerous army, and fet out with
a fierce refolution to exterminate Lewellyn
and his whole family; and to reduce that
people to fuch an abjeét ftate, that they fhould
never after be able to diftrefs their neighbours.
|| At firft, however, the king’s endeavours
were not attended with their ufual fuccefs;
having caufed a bridge of boats to be laid over
the river Menay, a body of forces, command- "
ed by lord Latimer, and de Thonis, patled
over before it was completely finifhed, to fig-
nalize their courage againft the enemy. The
Welfh patiently remained in their fortrefles
till they faw the tide flowing in beyond the
end of the bridge, and thus cutting off the
retreat of the aflailants. It was then that
they poured down from their mountains with
bideous outcries; and, with the moft ungover=
nable fury, put the whole body that had got
over to the fword. This defeat revived the
finking fpirits of the Welfh; and perfuaded
Lewellyn to hazard a2 decifive battle. With
this view, he marched into Radnorfhire ; but
his troops were furprized and defeated by
Edward Mortimer, while he himfelf was abe
fent from his army, upon a conference, witlt
fome of the barons of that country.. Upon
his

b
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his return, feeing the dreadful fituation of his
affatrsy-he ran defperately into the midft of the
enemy, and quickly found that death he for
ardently fought for. .Ore of the Englifh cap~
tains recogmzing his countenance, fevered his.
head from kis body, end it was.fent to London.
* David, hag brother, foor: after fhared the
famg fate ;. being totally abandoned, was obli-
ged “to hide himfelf in one of the obfcure ca-
verns of the: country ; but his retreat being
difcoverell, he was taken, tried, and condenm-
ed as a traitor. He was hanged, drawn and
quartered,. only for having bravely defended
the expiring .liberties of his native country.
With him expired the government, and the
diftintion of his nation. It was. foon after
united to the kingdom of England, madea
principality, and given to: the eldeft fon of
the crown. Foreign: cenquefts. might add to.
the glory, but this added to the felicity of the.
kingdom. The Welfh were now blended
with the conquerors ; and in a few ages, all
nationalanimofity was forgotten.. :

. 4 Edward left his queen to be dekivered in
the caftle of Carnarvon ;: and afterwards pre--
fented the.child, whofe'name was Edward, te
the Welfh lords, as a native of their country,,
and as their'appointed prince.. o
~ This conqueft being atchieved, paved the
way for one of {till more importance, though
not attended with: fuch permanent confequen-
ees. Alexander II1. king of Scotland, had
‘been killed by a fall from his horfe, having:
- enly Margaret, his grand-daughter, heir to
the crown, who died fome time after. } The
i R : : toe ., death;

f‘ A.D. 1283 § A. D. 1284, 1 A, D 129r,
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death of this princefs produced a moft ardent
difpute about the fucccflion to: the Scottifh
throne, being claimed by nolofs than twelve
competitors. The nebility of the country
were divided in. their opinions ;: and, after
long debates, agreed to refer the conteft to the:
king of England. The claims of all’ the
ether candidates were reduced to three ; whes-
were the defcendants of the earl of Hunting—
ton by three daughters ; John Haftings, who
claimed'in right of his mother, as onc of the
co-heireiles of the crown ; John Baliol, who-
alledged his right, as bemg defcended from:
the eldeft daughter, whe was his grandmothers;
and Robert Bruce, who was the adtual fon of’
the fecond daughter. Edward, pretended the
utmoft degree of dcliberation ; and althoughr
he had long formed his refolution, yet %m
erdered all enquiries to be made dn the fubje&.
In this refearch, he difcovered that fome paffa— -
es in old chronicles. favoured his own fecret
nclinations ; and without further delay, in=-
ftead of admitting the claims of the competi--
tors, boldly urged his- own; and, to fecond:
his pretenfions, advanced with a formidable
army to the frontiers of the kingdom.. -
The Scottith barons were thunder-ftruck at
thefe unexpcéted pretenfions ; and though
they felt extreme indignation athis- procedure,. '
yet they rcfolved to obey his fummmons tor
meet at the caftle of Norham; a place fitua-
red on the fouthern. bank of the Tweed, where
ke convened the parliament of that country.
He there produced the proofs of his fuperiority,,.
which he alledged were unqueftionable; at
Ahe fame time advifing, them. to- ufe delibera-
’ woiu
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tion, and to examine all his allegations. with
imphrtial juftice. To a propofal that appear—
ed in itfelf fo unreafonable, no iminediate an-
fiver could be given ; the barons, therefore,,
eontinued: filent; and Edward: interpreting,
this. for. a confent, addréffed himfelf to the:
feveral competitors to the crown ; and, previ-
ous to his appointing one of them as his vaffal,
ke required their acknowledgement of his fupe~
riority.. He concluded, none of them would
difoblige the' man who was unanimoufly ap-
ointed to be the arbitrator of his pretenfions..
or was he deceived; he found them- alE
equally obfequious. Robert Bruce was the
firlt whe made the acknowledgment, and the:
reft quickly followed his exanple. Edward
being thus become the fuperior of the king-
dom, undertoek next to confider which of the:
candidates was the. fitteft to be appeinted un-
der him.. In order to give this deliberation
the appearance of impartiality, an hundred
commiffioners were appointed, forty of therme |
chofen by the candidates who were in the
jnterefts of ] hn Baliol; forty by thofe in
the interefts of Robert Bruce; and twenty,
by Edward himfelf. Having thus fitted mat~
ters to his fatisfaltion, he left the commifiz-
orers to fit at Berwick ; and went fouthward.
The fubje® of the difpute ultimately refted
#n this queftion, ‘Whether Baliol, who- was.

. defcended from the elder fifter, but farther
~ zemoved by one degree, was to be preferred -
_ before Bruce, who was atuslly the younger-

fifter’s fon.? The rights of inheritance, as at

prefent generally pradtifed over Europe, were'.

even at.that time pretty well afcertained; and:. -
. S ~ new
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not only the commiffioners, but many of the
beft lawyers of the age affirmed Baliol’s fupe-
rior claim. Edward, pronounced fentence in
his favour; and that candidate, upon renew-
ing his oath of fealty to England, was putin
- pofleffion of the Scottifh kingdom, and all its
fortrefles, which had been previouily put into.
the hands of the king of England.

§ Baliol being thus placed upon the Scot-
tifh throne, lefs as a king than as a vaffal,
Edward’s firft ftep was fufficient to convince
that people of his intentions. A merchant of
Galcony had prefented a petition to him, im-
porting, that Alexander, the late king of Scot-
land, was indebted to him a large fum, which
was ftill unpaid, notwithftanding all his foli-
citations to Baliol, the prefent king, for pay-
ment ; Edward eagerly embraced this opportu-
nity of exercifing his new right, and fum-
moned the king of Scotland to appear at Weft-
minfter, to anfwer in perfon the merchant’s
complaint. Upon fubjeéts equally trivial, he
fent fix different fummonfes, at different
times in one year ; fo that the,poor Scottifh
king foon perceived that he was poffefled of
the name only, but not the authority of a fo-
vereign. -Willing, therefore, to fhake off the
.yoke of fo troublefome a mafter, Baliol revol-
ted, and procured the pope’s abfolution from .
his former oaths of homage. To ftrengthen
his hands, he entered into a fecret treaty with
Philip, king of France ; which was the com-
mencement of an union between thefe two
nations, that for {fo many fucceeding ages was
.fatal to the interefts of England, To conftilrul'n

this
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this alliance, the king of Scotland ftipulated
2 marriage between his eldeft fon, and the

daughter of Philip de Valois. .
* Edward, to whom thefe tranfa&tions were
no fecret, endéavoured to ward the threatened
blow, by being the firft aggreflor; and accor-
dingly {ummoned John to perform the duty
of a vaffal, and to fend him a fupply of forces
againft an invafion from France. He alfo
fummoned him to furrender fome of his prin-
cipal forts, and to appeir at a parliament
which was held at Newcaftle. None of thefe
commands, as he well forefaw, being complied
with, he refolved to enforce obedience by
marching 2 body of thirty: thoufand foot, and
four thoufand horfe, intd the heart of the
kingdonr of Scotland. Ag the Scottifh nation
had little reliance on their king, they had
affigned him a council ¢f twelve noblemen,
They raifed an army of forty thoufand men,
and marched them to the frontiers, which
Edward was preparing to attack. Butfome’
of the moft confiderable of the Scottifh nobi-
Lity, among whom werd Robert Bruce and
his fon, endeavoured to ingratiate themfelves
with Edward by fubmiffioh, which intimidated
thofe who ftill adhered to their king. The
progrefs, therefore, of theé Englifh arms was
extremely rapid; Berwick was taken by aflault 3
Sir Willlam Douglas, the governor, made
prifoner, and a garrifon of feven thoufand
men put to the fword. Elated by thefe ad-
vantages, Edward difpatched the earl Warenne,
with ten thoufand men, tolay fiege to Dunbary
and the Scoteh, fenfible of the importance .of
~that place, advanced with their whole atrr&y,,
under

* A. D, 1296,
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under the command of the earls Mar, Buchan,
and Lenox, to relieve it.  Although the
fuperiority of numbers was greatly on their
fide, yet difcipline was entirely on that of the
Englith. The confli@ was of fhort continu~
ance ; the Scots were foon thrown into confu-
fion, and twenty thoufand of their men flaine
The caftle of Dunbar, with all its garrifon,
furrendered the day following ; and Edward,
who was now come up with the main body of
his army, led them onward into the country.
The caftles of the greateft ftrength and impor-
tance opened their gates to him almoft withoug
refiftance ; and the whole fouthern part of the
country acknowledged the conqueror. The
northern parts were not fo eafily reducible,
being defended by inaceeflible mountains, and
Intricate forefts. To make himfelf mafter of
this part of the kingdom, Edward reinforced

his army ‘with-numbers of men levied in Ire- -

land and Wales; who, being ufed tothis kind
of defultory war, -were beft qualified to feek,
or purfu¢ the latent enemy. . But Baliol made
thefe preparations unneceflary. - He haftened
20 make lis pedce with the victor, and expref-
fed the deepeft repentance for his former dif~
Joyalty. Tofatisty him fill further, he made
a folemn . refignation of the crowa into his
hands ; and the whole kingdom foon folloived
his example. . Edward, thus mafter . of the

kingdom, took every precaution to fecure his -

title, and to abolifh its former independence.
He casefully deftroyed all records and monu-
ments of aatiquity, that infpired the people
with a fpirit of national pride. He carried
away a flone, which the vulgar pretended to
: “have
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have been Jacob’s pillow, on which all their
kings were feated, when they were anointed,
‘This, the ancient tradition had affured them,
was the mark of their government; and
‘wherever it was placed, their command was
always to follow. The great feal of Baliol
- was broke ; and that unhappy monarch him-
felf was carried prifoner to London, and com-
mitted to the Tower: Two years afterwards
he was reftored to his liberty, and banifhed
to France, where he died in a’ private ftation,
without making any further attempts on the
throne ; happier perhaps in privacy, than if
gratified in the purfuits of ambition, _
The ceffation which was given to Edward
by thofe fucceffes, induced him to turnhis
ambition to the continent, where he expefted
to recover a part of thofe territories that had
been ufurped from his crewn, during the
imbecillity of his predeceffors, There had
been a rupture with France fome time before,
upon a very trifling occafion. A Norman and
Englifh fhip met off the coaft, near Bayonne;
and having both occafion to draw water from
the fame {pring, there happened a quarrel for
the preference. This fcuffle, in which a Nor-
man was flain, produced a complaint to the
king of France, who defired the complainant

to take his own.revenge, and not bring fuch -

matters before him. This the Normans did

fhertly after ; for feizing the crew of a fhip in’

the channel, they hanged a part of them, to-
_gether with fome dogs, in the prefence of all
their companions. This produced a retalia-
tion from the Englifh cinque-ports ; and the
animofity of the merchants on both fides being

Wrought up to fury, the fea became a fcene of
‘ . piracy

’
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piracy and murder. No quarter was given
on either fide; the mariners were deftroyed
by thoufands ; and at laft the affair became
too ferious for the fovereigns of either fide to
continue any longer unconcerned fpeftators,
Some incffe&ual overtures were made for an
accommodation; but Edward feeing that it
was likely to come to an open rupture, gave
orders for having his territory of Guienne,
upon the continent, put into a pofture of de-
fence.  Nor was he remifs in making treaties
with feveral neighbouring princes. He even
fent an army, colleéted in England from the
jails, which had been filled with robbers in
the former reign.  Thefe, tho’ at firft fuccefs-
ful, were foon repulfed by the French army,
under thecommand of Charles, brotherto the
king of France. Yetitwas not eafy to dif-
courage Edward from any favourite purfuit,
In about three: years after, he renewed his at-
tempts upon Guienne, and fent thither an
‘army under the command of his brother, the
carl of Lancafter. That' prince gained, at
firft fome advantages; but was foon {eized with
a diftemper, of which he died.

} The king finding his attempts upon that
quarter unfuccefsful, refolved to attack France
aipon another, where he hoped that kingdom
would be more vulnerable. He formed an
alliance with John, earl of Holland, by giv-
ing him his daughter Elizabeth in marriage ;
and alfo with Guy, earl of Flanders, whofe
affiftance he procured for the ftipulated fum
_ of feventy-five thoufand pounds. But after

a time the king of France, and he were glad
, : to

t A. D. 1297,
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to come to an accommodation, by which they
agreed to fubmit their differences to the pope.
By his mediation it was agreed between them,
that their union fhould be cemented with a
double marriage ; that of Edward with Mar-
garet, Philip’s fifter ; and thatof the prince
of Wales with Ifabella, the French mo-
narch’s daughter. Philip was prevailed on
to reftore Guienne to the Englith. He agreed
alfo, to abandon the king of Scotland, upon
condition that Edward fhould in like manner
negle& the earl of Flanders. Thus, aftera
very expenfive war, the two monarchs fat
down juft where they began,

But though this expedition was thus fruit-
lefly terminated, yet the expences which
were requifite for fitting it out, were not only
burthenfome to the king, but, in the event,
threatened to thake him on his throne. He
raifed’ confiderable fupplies by means of his
parliament; then firft modelled into the
form in which it continues to this day. He
iffued writs to the fheriffs, enjoining them to
fend to parliament along with two knights of
~ the fhire, (as in the former reign) two depu-
ties from each borough within their county ;
and thefe provided with fufficient powers
from their conftituents, to grant fuch de-
mands as they fhould think reafonable, The
charges of thefe deputies were to be borne by
the borough which fent them ; and far from
confidering their deputation as an honour,
nothing could be more difpleafing to.any bo-
rough than to be thus obliged to fend a depu~
ty, orto any individual than tobethus ch%fen}';

uc
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‘Such was the conftitution of that parliament,
o which Edward applied for affiftance againft

" France. He obtamned frem the barons and

knights, .a grant.of the twelfth of their move-
ables, from the boroughs an eighth; and
From the clergy he refolved to exaét a fifth 2
but he there tound an unexpeéted refiftance.
“The pope had fome time before ifflued a bull,
prohibiting the clergy from paying taxes te
;any temporal prince, without permiffion from
thefee of Rome; and thofe of England now

leaded confcience, in refufing to comply

" with the, king’s demand. Edward employed

their own arguments againft them. He re-
fufed them his temporal prote&ion, ordered
his judges to receive no caufe brought before
them by the clergy, but to hear and decide
all caufes, in which they were defendants ; te

«lo every man juftice againft them; and to

deny them juftice even under the greateft
anjury. : ' '
In this outlawed fituation, they fuffered
amumberlefs hardfhips from every rufhian, while
the king’s officers remained unconcerned fpec-
tators. Thefe at length,. prevailed; and
.vthe‘yvagreed to lay the fums they were taxed
in fome church appointed them, which were
to be taken away by the king’s officers, Thus
at once they obeyed the king, without incur-
ring the cenfures- of the pope. But though
‘thefe fums were .very great, yet they were Ey'
no means adequate to his wants. New taxes
were, therefore, arbitrarily impofed. Ed-
ward Jaid a duty of ferty fhillings a fack upon
wool; be required the Kzeriifs of each county
to

—_———
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to fupply him with two thoufand quarters of
wheat, and as many of oats, without confider-
ing the manner they were to be obtained. -
Thefe he levied by way of loans, promifing
to pay an equivalent, whenever the exigen-
cies of the ftate were lefs prefling. Such
various modes of oppreflion were not fuffered
without murmuring. The clergy were alrea-
dy difgufted to aman ; the people complained
at thofe extortions they could not refift ; while
many of the batons, jealous of their privileges
as well as of national liberty, gave counte-
nance to the general difcontent. ’
The firft fymptoms of this fpirit of refift
ance appeared, upon the king’sordering Hum-
phry Bohun, the conftable ; and Roger Bigod
the marefchal of England, to take the com-
mand of an army that he propofed to fend
over into Gafcony, while he himfelf intended
to make a diverfion on the fide of Flanders,
But thefe two powerful noblemen refufed to
obey his orders, alledging, that they were
obliged by their offices to attend him only in
the wars, and not to condu& his armies, A
violent altercation enfued. The king, addref-
fing himfelf to the conftable, cricd out, ¢ Sir
earl, by God, youthalleithergo or behanged.”
To which the haughty baron replied, ¢ Sir
king, by God, I will neither go, nor be hang-
ed.” This oppofition quite defeated his
{cheme for the conqueft of Guienne. He
found he had driven prerogative a little too
far ; and defired to be reconciled to his barons,
to the church, and to his people. He pro-
Vor. I. N ‘ milfed,
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mifed, upon his return from Flanders, to re-
drefs all grievances, and to umake his
fubjeéts compenfation for the loffes which they
had fuftained. Thefe profeflions ferved pretty
well to allay the kindling difcontents of the
nation, during his abfence abroad. But at
the enfuing parliament, the two noblemen,
attended by a great body of cavalry and in-
fantry, took pofleflion of the city gates, and
obliged the king’s council to fign the Magna
Charta, and to add a claufe, to fecure the na-
tion for ever againft all impofitions and taxes,
without the confent of parliament. -This the
council readily agreed to fign ; and the king
himfelf, when it was fent over to him in
Flanders, after fome hefitation, thouiht pro-
per to do the fame. Thefe conceflions he again
confirmed upon his return. Thus, after the
conteft of an age, Magna Charta was finally
eftablifhed ; nor was it the leaft circumftance
in its favour, that its confirmation was procu-
red from one of the greateft and boldeft prin-
ces that ever fwayed the lith fcepter.

But though the confirmation of this charter
was obtained without much violence, yet the
difturbance given by Scotland about the fame
time, hatened it. That fierce nation, which
had been conquered fome time before with fo
much eafe, fill difcovered a fpirit of indepen-
dence, The earl Warenne had been left
jufticiary in that kingdom; and his prudence
and moderation were cqual to his valour.
But being obliged, by the bad ftate of his
health, to leave that kingdom, he left the
adminiftration in the hands of two very im-

proper
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proper minifters; the one, whofe name was
Ormefby, was rigorous and cruel; the other
called Creflingham, was avaricious and mean.
_Their injuftice foon drove this diftreffed pco-
Ple into open rebellion. A few of thofe who
had fled into the moft inacceffible mountains
from the arms -of Edward, took this opportu-
nity to pour down, and ftrike for freedom.
"They were headed by William Wallace, the
“Younger fon of a gentleman, who lived in the
weftern part of the kingdom. He was a man
of a gigantic fature, incredible ftrength, and
‘amazing intrepidity ; eagerly defirous of inde~ °
‘pendence, -and pofiefled with the moft difinte-
refted {pirit of patriotifm. . To this man had
‘reforted all thofe who were obnoxious to the
‘Englifh government ; the proud, the bold, the
‘criminal and the ambitious. Thefe, bred
‘among dangers and hardfhips themfelves,
could not forbear admiring in their leader a
‘degree of patience, under fatigue and famine,
"which they fuppofed beyond the power of
‘human naturej he foon, therefore, became
the principal obje& of their affe@ion and
‘efteem. His firft exploits were petty ravages,
"and occafional attacks upon the Englifh, As
his forces increafed, his efforts became more
formidable ; every day brought accounts of
his great aétions, his parr{ was joined firft by
the defperate, and then by the enterprizing ;
at laft, all who loved their country came to -
take fhelter under his prote&tion. Thus re~
inforced, he formed a plan of furprizing Or-
mefby, the unworthy Englifh minifter, who
refided at Scone ; but though this tyrant efca- -
) N2 ped
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ped yet his cffeéls ferved to recompenfe the
infurgents. From this time, the Scots began
to grow too powerful for the Englifh that were
appointed to govern them ; many of their
principal barons joined the infurgents; Sir
William Douglas was among the foremoft
openly to avow his attachment ; while Robert
Bruce fecretly favourcd the caufe. Fo oppofe
this unexpe&edinfurretion, the earl Warrenne -
collc®ted an army of forty thoufand men in
the north of England, and prepared to attack
the Scots, who had by this time crofled the
borders, and had begun to ravage the country.
He fuddenly entered Annandale, and came

up with the cnemy at Irvine, where he furpri- -

zed their forces, who, being inferior in num-
ber, capitulated, and promifed to give hoftages
for their future fidelity. Moft of the nobi-
lity renewed their oaths, waiting a fayourable
occafion for vindicating their freedom. Wal-
lace alone difdained fubmiffion; but, with his
faithful followers, marched northwards, with
a full intention to protraét the hour of {lavery:
as long as he could. In the mean time, the
earl of Warrenne advanced in the purfuit, and
overtook him, where he was advantageouf]

pofted, in the neighbourhood of Stirling, on
the other fide of the river Forth. The earl
perceiving the favourable ground he had cho-
fen, was for declining the engagement ; - but
being prefled by Creflingham, ‘a proud man,
whofe revenge blinded his judgment, thg earl
was at laft obliged to comply, and paffed over
a part of his army to begin the attack. Wal-
lace allowing fuch numbers of the Englifh to

. - oget
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get over as he thought fit, boldly advanced -
upon them before they were completely form=
ed, .and put them entirely to the rout. Part
- of them were purfued into the river that lay
in the, rear, and the reft were cut to pieces.
Among the flain was Crefingham himfelf,
whofe memory was fo odious to the Scotch,
that they flead his dead body, andmade faddles
-of his tkin. Warrenne retired with the re-
thains of his army to Berwick, while his pur-
fuers took fuch caftles, as were but ill provided
for a fiege. 'Wallace returned into Scotland,
after having thus for a time faved his country,’
laden with an immenfe plunder, with which
he for a while difpelled the profpeét of famine, -
that feemed to threaten the nation.
" Edward, who had been in Flanders, while
thefe misfortunes happened, haftened back to
reftore his authority, and fecure his conquefts.
|| As the difcontents of the people were not
entirely appeafed, he took every meafure that
he thought would give them fatisfaltion. He.
reftored td the citizens of London a power of
ele&ting their own magiftrates, of which they
had been deprived in the latter part of his.
father’s reign. He ordered fri& enquiries to
be made concerning the quantity of corn,
which he had feized for his armies, as if he
intended to pay the value to the owners. Thus
having appeafed, all complaints, he levied the
whole force of his dominions ; and at the head
of an hundred thoufand men, dir¢éted  his
masch to the North, fully refolved to take
vengeance upon the Scots for their late de-
fe&tions - - '
s - N 3 o It
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* Tt may ecafily be fuppofed, that the Scots,
even if united, were but ill able to refift fuch
an army, commanded by fuch. a king; but
their own diffenfions ferved to render them,
ftill more uncqual to the conteft. The Scotch
were headed by three commanders, who each
claimed equal authority ; thefe wereshe ftew-
ard of Scotland, Cummin of Badenoch, and
William Wallace, who offered to give up his
command, but whofe party refufed to follow
any other leader. The Scotch army was
pofted at Falkirk, and there propofed to abide
the affault of the Englith. They were drawn.
up in three feparate divifions, each forming a
complete body of pikemen, and the intervals
filled up with archers. Their horfe were pla~
ced in the rear, and their front was fecured
with palifadoes. ' o L

Edward, tho’ he faw that the advantage of
fituation was againft him, li'ttle,’xegardcd, fuch
a fuperiority, confident of hisgkxlf and his
numbers ; wherefore, dividing bis forces alfo
into three bedies, he led them to the attack.
Juft as he advanced at the head of his troops,.
the Scotch fet up fuch a fhout, that the horle,.
upon which the king rode,. took fright, threw
and afterwards kicked him on the ribs, as he
lay on the ground ; but the intrepid monarch,,
though forely bruifed, quickly mounted again,
and ordered the Welfh troops to begin the at-
tack. Thefe made but a feeble refiftance
againﬁ the Scotch,. who fought with deter-
mined valour. .Edward feeing them begin to
decline, advanced in perfon at the, head of
another batzllion ; and having pulled up the

B palifadoes,

#A.D a0l
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palifadoes, charged the enemy with fuch an
impetuofity,” that they were no longer able to
refift. 'Wallace did all that lay in the power
of marn;”biit ‘the divifion commanded by
Cimmin quitting the field, the divifion of the
lord ftéward, s well as that of Wallace, lay
€Xpo, Cér[’fq', ‘the’ Englith archers, who then
%gg.an [fo_excel ‘thofe of all other nations.
Walldce, “for 7 while, maintained an unequal
conteft 5 but finding himfelf in danger of be-
ing i‘u}‘rfbgnded, he was at laft obliged to give
way, and flowly to draw off the poor remnant
of his'troops behind the river Carron. Such
- was the famous battle of Falkirk, in which
Edward 'fainied 'a complete vi&ory, leaving
t,“'fl‘vﬁq thoufand of ‘the Scotch, upon the field
of ‘battle, 'while the Englifh, it is faid, had
not'in "hthdred flain. :
;.. A blow fo dreadful, had not entirely crufh-
td Th&’[pirit'of the Scotch nation; and after
g{ﬂb(ﬁf’t‘. “intéfval, they began to breathe.
é,‘ﬂﬁﬂaé&“yv’hb bad gained all their regards
by His 'valotF, merited them more by his de-
C,iﬁi?:‘g the ‘ttwards of ambition.: Percéiving
fiow mdch he was envied by the nobility, and
?(hOxvirig how prejudicial that envy would
prové to'the interefts of his country, he re-
figried « the “regency ' of ‘the kingdom, and
hutriblett himfelf to a private ftation. He pro-
pofed Cumniin as the propereft perfon to fup-
ply his Yoom ; and that nobleman endeavour-
‘ed” to' fhew himfelf worthy of this pre-emi-
nence. || He foon'began to annoy the enemy ;
and not content with a defenfive'war, he made
incurfions into the Southern counties of the
kingdom, which Edward had imagined wholl

, - N 4 fubdued. -
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fubdued, They attacked an army of the En-
glifh lying at Roflin, near Edinburgh, and
gained a complete victory. The renown of
the Scottifh arms foon began to fpread difmay
among the Englifh garrifons left in that king-
dom ; and they evacuated all the fortreffes,
of which they had for fome time been in pof-
fcflion. Thus once more the tafk of conqueft
was to be performed over again ; and in pro-

portion to their loffes, the Scotch feemed ta

gather frefh obftinacy.

But it was not cafy for any circumftances to
reprefs the fpiritof the king,  § He aflembled
a great fleet and army ; and, entering the
fronticrs of Scotland, appeared with a force
which the enemy could not think of refifting
in the open field. The fleet furnifhed the
. 'land army with all neceflary provifions ; while
thefe marched fecurely along, thro’ the king-
dom ravaging the open country, taking all the
caftles, and receiving the fubmiffions of all
the nobles. This employed Edward two
‘years ; and by his feverity he madethe natives
pay dear forghe trouble to which they  had
put him. § He abrogated all the Scottith
laws, fubftituted thofe of England in their
place ; entirely deftroyed all their monuments
of antiquity ; and endeavoured to blot out
cven the memory of their freedom.. There
fcemed to remain only one obftacle to the final
deftrution of the Scottifh monarchy, and that
was William Wallace, who continued re-
fraltory ; and wandering with a few forcés
from mountain to mountain, ftill preferved
his native independence. || But even this

feeble

1 A. D. 1303. § A, D. 1304.." Il A. D. 1304,
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feeble hope was foon difappointed ; he wasbe-
[rayed into the king’s hands by Sir John Mon-.
teith, his friend, whom he hadmade acquainted
with the place of his concealment, being fur-
prized by him as he lay afleep in the neigh-
bourhood of Glafgow. The king, ordered
him to be conduéted in chains to London,
whither he was carried amidft infinite crowds
of fpeftators, who flocked to {ee a man that
had often filled the whole country with con-
fternation. On the day afterhis arrival, hewas
broughttohis trialasa traitor, at Weftminfter-
Hall, wherehe wasplaced upon a high chair, and
crowned with laurel in derifion. Being accufed
of various crimes, he pleaded not guilty, but
refufed to ownthe jurifdi@ion of the court,
affirming, that it was unjuft and abfurd to
charge him with treafon againft a prince who'e
title he had never acknowledged ; and-as he
was born under the laws of another country, it
wis ¢ruel to ¢ry him by thofe to which he was
a ftranger. The judges neverthelefs found
him guilty of high-treaton, and condemned
him to be hanged, drawn, and quartered.
Such was the end of a brave man, who had
through a courfe of many years, with fignal
perieverance and condu&, defended his native
¢ountry againft an unjuft invader. .

% Robert Bruce was among thofe on whom
the cruel fate of Wallace had made the deepeft
imprefion.  This nobleman, whom we have
alrcady feen a competitor for the crown, was
now attually in the Englifh army. He never
was fincercly attached to the Englith monarch,

o : N.5" ' - whomy
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whom he was compelled. to follow ; and an
interview. with Wallace, fometime before,.
confirmed him in. his refolution to fet his.
country free.. But as he was now grown old
and infirm, he was. obliged ta give up the
work, and to. leave itin charge to his fon,,
whofe name was Robert Bruce alfo, and who.
conceived the proje& with: ardour. This.
young nobleman was brave, alive, and
prudent ; and a favourable canjun&ure of
circumftances feemed to confpire with his
aims.. John Baliol, whom Edward had de-
throned, and banifhed into: France; had lately.
died in that country; his eldeft fon continued
a captive in the fame place ;, there was none
to difpute his pretenfions, except Cummin,,
who was regent of the kingdom ; and he alfo
- feemed foon after to be brought over to.his
interefts. He, therefore, refolved upon. free-
ing his country from. the Englifh. yoke ; and

. although he attended the court of Edward,
l).:et he began to make fecret preparations for.
is intended revolt.. Edward who had’ been.
informed not only of his intentions, but ofhis
aftual engagements, contented himfelf with.
fetting {prcs round him. to.watch his condud,
and ordered all his. motions ta be ftriétly guard~
ed. Bruce was ftill bufily employed in:his:
endcavaurs, unconfeious of being fufpeted,.
but he was taught ta. underftand his danger;
by a prefent fent him,. by a young nobleman
of his acquaintance of a pair of gilt fpurs,
and a purle of geld.. This. he confidered as a
warning to make his efcape, which ke did, by:
ardering
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- ordering his horfes to be fhod with their fhoes
turned backwards, to prevent his being track-
ed in the fnow, which had then fallen. :

His difpatch was confidered then as very
ireat;’ having  travelled from London to

oclimaban, which is nearfour hundred miles,
in feven days.. Cummin, who had in the be-
ginning concurred in his fchemes, was pri-
vately known to have communicated the whole
to Edward ; and Bruce was refolved, in the
firft place, to take vengeance wupon him for
his perfidy. Hearing that he was then at
Dumfries, he went thither, and meeting him
i the c¢loifters of a meonaftery belonging to
the ‘Grey’ Friars, reproached Zim, in fevere
teymé; with his treachery; and drawing his
fivord; -inftantly plunged 1t in his breaft.
" 'Bruce had by this aé&ien not only rendcred
kimfelf the obje& of Edward’s refentment,

‘Bt 4Rveleed all- his party in the fame guilt,

“They 1 hew no refource left, but defperate

“vilodr; Hhd they feon expelled fuch of the

‘Englvfly fosicés, as had fixed themfelves in the

“kingdem: * Bruce was folemnly crowned King,

by the bifhep of St. Andrew’s, in the abbey

of'Seone’; and numbers flocked tohis ftandard,
re(Slvéd to €onfirm his pretenfions. Thus, -

“after twice -conquering the kingdom, and

fpreading his vi€tories in every quarterof the
country, - 'the old king faw, that his whole

- work was to begin afrefh. But no difficul-

ties could reprefs the arduous fpirit of this
monarch, who, refolved to make the Scotch
once more tremble at his appearance. He
vowed revenge againft the whole nation. He

. %\’ 6 fummoned
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fummoned his prelates, nobility, and all who
held by knights fervice, to meet him at Car-
lifle, and, in the mean time, detached a body
of forces before him into Scotland, under the
command of Aymer de Valence, who began
the threatened infliion by a terrible viétory
over Bruce, near Methuen, in Perththire.
That warlike commander fought with great
obftinacy ; he was thrice difmounted from
hishorfe in the adtion, and as often recover-
ed: but at laft he was obliged to fly, and
take fhelter, with a few followers, in the
‘Weftern Ifles. The carl of Athole, Sir Si-
mon Frafer, and Sir Chriftopher Seton, who
had been taken prifoners, were cxecuted on
the fpot. Immediately after this dreadful
blow, the refentful king himfelf appeared in
perfon, entering Scotland with his army di-
vided into two parts, and expeéting to find,-
in the oppofition of the people, a pretext for-
punithing them. But the natives, made no
refiftance. His anger was difappointed ; ‘and
.he was afhamed to extirpate thofe, who only
oppofed patience to his indignation. It was
chiefly upon the nobles of the eountry that the
weight of his refentment fell. The fifter of
Bruce, and the countefs of Buchan, were
fhut up in wooden cages, and hung over the
battlements of a fortrefs, and his two brothers
fell by the hands of the executioner., The
obftinacy of this commander ferved to inflame
the king’s refentment. He ftill continued to-
excite frefh commotions in the Highlands
and, though often overcome, perfifted ina
feemingly fruitlefs-oppofition. Edward there-
fore,
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fore, at laft, refolved to give no quarter; and
at the head of a great army entered Scotland,
from whence he had lafely retreated, refolving
to exterminate the whole body of the infur-
gents.  Nothing lay before the Scotch, but
profpeéls of the moft fpeedy and terrible ven-
geance ; while neither their valour, nor their
mountains, were found to grant them any
permanent proteétion. But Edward’s death
put an end to their apprehenfions, and effec-
tually refcued their country. He fickened
at Carlifle, of adyfentery ; enjoining his fon,
with his laft breath, to profecute the enter-’
prize, and never to defift, till he had finally
fubdued the kingdom. #* He expired, in the
fixty-ninth year of his age, and the thirty-
fifth of his™ reign, at Burgh in the fands
after having added more to the folid interefts
of the kingdom, than any of thofe who went
before. He was a promoter of the happinels
of the people ; and {eldom attempted exerting
any arbitrary ftretch of power, but with a2
profpet of encreafing the welfare of his fub-
Jeéts. He was of a very majeftic appearance,
tall in ftature, of regular features, with keen
piercing black eyes, and an afpe& that com-
manded reverence and efteem. His confti-
tution was robuft ; his ftrength and dexterity
unequalled, and his fhape agreeable, except
from the extreme length and fmallnefs of his
legs, from whence he had the appellation of
Longfhanks. He feemed to have united all
thofe advantages which, in that age, might
be confidered as true glory. He gained re-
nown by his piety in the Holy Land ’ﬁx h;
: 3
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fixed the limits of juftice at home; he con-
firmed the rights of the people ; he was the
moft cxpert at martial exercifes of any man in
the kingdom. The great blemifh in his cha-
ralter was, his injuﬁicc and cruelty toward
Scotland. This can never be defended by
impartial men, and admits of no excufe.
Edward, by his firft wife, Eleanor of Cattile,
had four fons, and eleven daughters ; of the
laft, moft died young; of the former, Ed-
ward the fecond alone, his heir and fucceffor,
turvived him.

If we turn to the ftate of the people during
his adminiftration, we fhall find, that England
acquired not only great power, but great hap-
pinefs, under his prote&tion. The barons,
who might, during this period, be confidered
as a_junto of petty tyrants, ready to cry out
for liberty, which they alone were to'fhare,
were kept under ; and their compbinations
were but feeble and ilt-fupported) ~The,mo-
narch was in fome meéafure abfolits, tfough
he was prudent enough not to exert his" iﬁo’v&er.
He was fevere, indeed ; but let 1t be temem-
bered, that he was the firft who begah to dif-
tribute indifcriminate juftice. Befote his
time, the people who rofe in infurre&ions
were puni.(ﬁed in the moft cruel'manrer, by

the fword or the gibbet ; while, “at the-fame

time, the nobility, who were really guilty,
were treated with a degree of lenity, which
encouraged them to frefh infurre&ions. “But
what gave Edward’s reign a true value with'
pofterity, was the degree of power, which the
people began to affume during this.per';_b:;

(33
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The king confidered the clergy and barons in
fome meafure: as rivals ; and to weaken their
force, he never attempted to control the flow,
but certain advances made by the people,.
which, in time, entirely deftroyed the power
of hthe one, and divided the authority of the:
ather.

CH A P. Xl

Epwarp I. Surnamed of CAERNARVON.

* U C H was expeéted from the young
X prince, and all orders. haftened to
take the oath of allegiance to.him. He was
now in the twenty-third year of his age, of
an agreeable figure, and of a mild, harmlefs
difpofition.. But he foon gave fymptoms of
his unfitrefs to fucceed fo. great a monarch.
Enftead of profecuting the war againft Scot-
land, he took no:fteps to check the progrefs of
Bruce ; his masch into that country being
rather a proceflion of pageantry, than a war-
like ‘expedition. Bruce boldly iffued from
his retreats, and obtained a cenfiderable ad-
vantage over the Englith forces. Youn
Edward looked tamely onj; and, inftead o
reprefling the enemy, €ndeavoured to come to
: an
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an accommodation.  The Englifh barons,
who had been kept under, now faw that they
might re-aflert their former independence
with impunity. :

Il To confirm the inaufpicious conjeftures
that were formed of this reign, Edward recal-
led onc of his favourites, who was banifhed
during his father’s reign, being accufed of
corrupting the prince’s- morals. His name
was Pilers Gaveftone, the fon of a Gafcon
knight, who had been employed in the fervice
of the late king. This young man foon infi—
nuated himfelf into the -affetions. of the
prince : and, in fa&, was adorned with every
accomplifhment of perfon and mind, that were
capable of . creating affeftion: but he was
utterly deftitute of thofe qualities of heart
that fcrve to procure efteem. He was beauti-

ful, witty, brave and aftive ; but then he was

vicious and debauched. Thefe were qualities
adapted to the tafte of the young monarch,
who thercfore took Gaveftone into his parti-
cular intimacy. Even before his-arrival frony
exile, he endowed him with the earldom of
Cornwal, which had lately fallen to the
crown., He married him foon after.to his own
niece, and granted him a fum.of two and thir-
ty thoufand pounds, which the late king had
referved for the maintenance of one hundred
and forty knights, who had undertaken to
carry his heart to Jerufalem. .

Thefe accumulated favours. excited the in+
dignation of the barons; and Gaveftone was
no way . folicitous to foften their refentment:
Intoxicated with his power, he became haugh-
ty and overbearing. Whenever there was
e . : to

1l A. D. 1304,
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to be a difplay of pomp or magnificence,
Gaveftone was “fure to eclipfe all others ; and
he not only mortified his rivals by his fuperior
fplendour, but by his fuperior infolence.

The barons were foon after ftill more pro-
voked to fee this prefumptuous favourite ap-
pointed guardian of the realm, during a jour-
ney the king was obliged to make to Paris,
to efpoufe the princefs Tfabella, to whom he
had been, long fince betrothed. They were
not remifs, therefore, upon the arrival of this
princefs, who was imperious and intriguing;
to make her of their party, and to diret her
animofity againft (Gaveftone, which he took '
little care to avoid. A confpiracy was foon
formed againft him, at the head of whichwere
queen I{abella, and the earl of Lancafter, a
nobleman of great power. Theéy bound them-
felves by oath to expel Gaveftone ; and began
to throw off all reverence for the royal autho-"
rity, At length, the king found himfelf,
obliged to fubmit to their united clamour
and he fent Gaveftone out of the kingdom, by’
appointing him lord-lieutenant of Ireland.
But this compliance was of fhortduration ; the -
weak monarch, could not live without him ;.
and having obtained a difpenfation from the
pope for his breach of faith, he once more
recalled Gaveftone. A parliament was foon
after affembled, where the king had influence
fufficient to have his late condué& approved 3
and this ferved only to increafe his affeétion,
and to render Gaveftone ftill more odious.

It was cafy to perceive, that a combination

of the nobles, while the queen fecrctly affifted’
) ' their”’
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their defigns, would prevail againft the efforts
of a weak king, and a vain favourite. They
foon affembled, in a tumultuary parliament,
attended with a numerous retinug of armed
followers ; and began their firft ufurpations,
by giving laws to the king. * They tompelled
him to fign a commiffion, by which the shele
authority of government was ~delegated jto
twelve perfons, chofen by themfelves,..,., Thefe
were to ena& ordinances for the goed.of the
ftate, and the honour of the king,, ;fgx;;iﬁ;c
months. Many of their ordinances were acs
cordingly put in force, and fome. of, them
appeared for the advantage of the, natigns;
fuch as the requiring that the fheriffs thould
be men of property ; the prohibiting, [?b,e
adulteration of the coin ; the exc¢luding fo-
reigners from farming the revenugs 5, and the
revoking all the late exorbitant grants;of; the
crown. All thefe, the king <ounld_patigptly
fubmit to ; but when he learned thats £53yg-
ftone, was to be banifhed for ever,h¢ no lgnger
was mafter of his temper ; but remaying. to
York, inftantly invited Gaveftope back ,fgmn
Flanders, whither the barons had banifhed
him ; and declaring his fentence to be illggal,
reinftated him_ in all his former fplendours.
+ This was fufficient to {pread an 3larm.gver
the whole kingdom ; all the great.barops flew
to arms ; the earl of Lancafter put. him{elf at
the head of this irrefiftible confedgracy ;
Guy, earl of Warwick, entered into 1t with
fury 3 the earl of Hereford, the earl of Pem-
broke, and the earl Warenne, all embraced
the fame. caufe ; whilft the archbithop of
o ‘Canterbury,

..* A. D, 1308, March 16. $ A. D. 1310,
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Canterbury brought over the majority of the
ecclefiaftics, and confequently of the people.
The unhappy Edward, inftead of attempting
to make refiftance, fought enly for fafety
ever happy in the company of his favourite,
he embarked at Tinmouth, and failed with
him to the caftle of Scarborough, where he
left Gaveftone, as in a place of fafety ; and
then went back to York himfelf, either to
raife an army to oppofe his enemies; or, by
his prefence, to allay their animofity. In the -
mcah time, Gaveftone was befieged in Scar-.
borough by the earl of Pembroke ; and being’
fenfible of the bad condition of the garrifon,
took the earlieft opportunity to offer terms of’
capitulation. He ftipulated, that he fhould
remain in Pembroke’s hands as a prifoner for

“two months ; and that endeavours fhould be.

ufed, in the mean time, for a general accom-
modation. But Pembroke had no intention
that he fhould efcape fo eafily ; he ordered
him to be conduéted to the caft{e of Dedding-
ton, near -Banbury, where, on pretence of
other bufinefs, he left him with a feeble guard,

- which the earl of Warwick having notice of,

he attacked the caftle in which the unfortu-
nate Gaveftone was confined, and quickly’
made himfelf mafterof his perfon. The earls
of Lancafter, Hereford, and Arundel, were
foon apprized of Warwick’s fuccefs, and in-
formed that their common enemy was now
in cuftody at Warwick caftle. Thither, there-
fore, they hafted with the utmoft expedition,
to hold a confultation upon him. 7} This
was of no long continuance ; they unani-’

moufly
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moufly refolved to put him to death, as anenee
my to the kingdom, and inftantly conveyed
Him toa place called Blacklowhill, where the’
exccutioner fevered the hcad from the body.,
" The king, at firft, fcemed to feel ‘all the
refentment which fo fenfible an injury could’
produce ; but equally wcak in his attachment
and his revenge, he was foon appcafed, and
granted the perpetrators a free pardon. An
apparent tranquility was once more eftablifhed,
among the contending parties 3 and that re-.
fentment which they had exercifed upon cach
other, was now converted againft the Scotch.
A war had been declared fome time before
with this nation, in order to recover that au-
thority over them, which had been eftablifhed
_in the former reign. * The whole military
force of England was now called out by the
King, together with very large reinforcements,
as well from the continent, as other, parts
of the ‘Englifh dominions.” Edward’s army,
. amounted to an hundred thoufand men ; while
Bruce, king of ‘Scotland, could bring but a
body of thirty thoufand to oppofe him. Both
drmies met at a place called Banockburn, with-
in two miles of Stirling; the one confident in
numbers, the other rclying'who.ll'y on their ad-
vantageous pofition. ~ Bruce. had.a hill 6n his
right flank, and a bogon his left: with a rivu-
Iet in front, on the banks of which he had cauf-
ed feveral deep pits to be dug, with tharp ftakes
driven into them, the whole carefully conceal-
ed from the enemy.  The onfet was made by
the Englifh ; and a very furious engagement
énfucd between' the cavalry on both” fides,
The intrepidity of Bruce gave thé firft turn to
the day. He engaged in fingle combat with
‘ Henry -
* A.D. 1313,
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Henry de Bohun, a gentleman of the fami-
}z of Heéreford ; and at one ftroke clove his

ull with his battle-axe to the chine. So
favourable a beginning was only interrupt-
‘ed by the night ; but the battle rencwing at
the dawn of day, the Englifh cavalry once
more attempted to attack the Scotch army ;
but unexpeétedly found themfelves entangﬁd
‘among thofe pits which Bruce had made to
receive them. The earl of Gloucefter, the
king’s nephew, was overthrown and flain :
this ferved to intimidate the whole Englifh
army ; and they were foon ftill more alarmed
‘by the appearance of a frefh army, as they
‘fuppofed it to be, that was preparing from a
_neiglibouring height, .to fall upon them in
the rear.” This was only compoled of wag-
goners and attendants upon the Scottifh camp ;
who had been fupplied by the king, with
‘ftandards, and ordered to make as formidable
an appearance as they could. The ftratagem
took effedt ; ‘the Englith began to fly on all
fides; aiid throwing away their arms, were
pt}rﬁj"ed with great flaughter, as far as Ber-
wick,s o : o
- Edward himfelf narrowly efcaped by flight
‘to Dunbar, ‘where he was received by the
‘earl of Marche, and conveyed by fea to Ber-
‘wick.” This battle was decifive in favour of
‘the Scofch.” It fecured the independence of
“that kingdomn'; and fuch was the intluence of
{o great a ‘defeat upon the minds of the Eng=-
lifh, ‘that for fome years after, no fuperiority
of numbers could induce them to keep the
field "againft their formidable adverfaries.

* Want offfuccefs is everattended with want
of authority, ‘The king having fuffered not

- only
* A, D, 1314,
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only a defeat from the Scotch, but alfo hav-
ing been weakened by feveral infurre&ions
among the Welth and Irifh, found his great-
eft afflitions ftill remaining in the turbulence
of his fubje&s at home. The nobility took
the advantage of his feeble fituation to deprefs
his power, and re-eftablifh their own. The
earl of Lancafter, and thofe of his party, no
fooner faw the unfortunate monarch return
with difgrace, than they renewed their de-
mands, and were reinftated in their former
power of governing the kingdom. It was de-
clared, that all offices fhould be filled from
time to time by the votes of parliament, which,
as they were influenced by the great barons,
thefe effe€tually took all government into
their .own hands. Thus, from every new
calamity, the ftate fuffered ; the barons acqui-
red new power; and their aims were not fo
much to reprefs the enemies of their country,

as to foment new animofities. ,
+ The king finding bimfelf thus counter-
a&ted in all his aims, had no other refource
but in another favourite, on whom he repofed
all confidence, and from whofe connexions
‘he hoped for affiftance. The name of this
new favourite was Hugh Defpenfer, a young
man of a noble Englifth family, of fome merit,
and very engaging accomplifhments. His
father was a perfon of 2 much more eftimable
charadter than the fon ; he was venerable from
his years, and refpeted through life for his
wifdom, his valour, and his integrity. But
thefe excellent qualities were fet at nought,
from the moment he and his fon began to fhare
: the

o
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the king’s favour. The turbulent barons, and
Lancafter at their head, regarded him as a
. rival, and taught the people to defpife thofe
accomplifhments that only ferved to eclipfe
their own. The king, inftead of profiting by
the wifdom of his favourites, endeavoured to
ftrengthen himfelf by their power. For this
purpofe he married the younger Spenfer to his
niece ;3 he fettled upon him large poffeffions
in the marches of Wales ; and even difpofiefied
fome lords of their eftates, in order to accu-
mulate them upon his favourite, * This was a
pretext the king’s enemies had been long
" feeking for ; the earls of Lancafter and Here-
ford flew to arms ; and the lords Audley and
Ammory who had been difpoilefled, joined
them with all their forces, Their firft mea-
fure was to require the king to difmifs or con-
fine his favourite, the young Spenfer, me-
macing him, in cafe oty a -refufal, with a
determination to obtain it by force. This
requeft was fcarce made, when they be-
an to pillage and deftroy the lands of young
gpenfer, an§ burn his houfes. = The eftates of
the father fhared the fame fate. They then
marched up to London, and fo intimidated
the parliament that was then fitting, thata
fentence was procured of perpetual exileagainft
the two Spenfers, and a forfeiture of their
fortune and eftates. But an a& of this kind,
was not likely to bind the king any longer
than neceflity compelled him. Some time
after, havingaffembled a fmall army to punith
one of the barons, who had offered an indig-
nity to the queen, he thought ita convenient

opporz
* A, D, 1321,
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opportunity to take revenge onall Lis enemie$

at once, and to recal the two Spenfers... In

““this manner the civil war waskindled afrefh,
and the country involved in flaughter and
devaftation, : .

The king haftencd by. forced marches to-:
wards the borders of Wales, where the ene~
my’s chigf power lay. Lancafter; was- not:
flow in making head againft him; having
fummoned together all his vaflals, and being

Joined by the earl of Hereford. He likewile
formed an alliance with the king of Scotland,
with whom he had long been privately con-
nc&ted. ¥ Butthe king prefled him fo clofely,
that he had not ime to colle&t liis forces ;
and, flying from one place to another, he
was at laft ftopt in his way towards Scotland
by Sir Andrew Harcla, who repulied his
forces in a ikirmifh at Boroughbridge, in
which the earl of Hereford was flain, and

Lancafter himfelf taken prifoner. As he had .

ihcwn little mercy, there was little extended
to him. He was condemned by a court-mar-
tial; and led, to an eminence near Pomfret,
where he was beheaded. The people,. with
whom he had once been a favourite, fecemed
to have quite forfaken him in his difgrace;
they reviled him, as he was led to execution,
with every kind of reproach; and even his
own vaflals feemed eager to remove fufpicion
by their being foremoit to infult his diftrefs.
About eighteen more of the principal infur-
gents were afterwards condemned and exe-

cuted. o '
A rebellion, thus crufhed, ferved only to
encreafe the pride and rapacity of young
Spenfer;

‘* A- D. 1322, "' A. Do !334.
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Spenfer ; moft.of the forfeitures were feized
for hisufe ; aad be was guilty of many ats
of injuftice. "He himfelf laid the train for
‘his ewn - future misfortunes, and an occafion
foon offered. + The king of France, takin
‘the advamstage of Edward’s weaknefs, refolve
‘to confifcate ‘ail his forejgn dominions. Af-
ter a fruitlefs embafly from FEdward, the
uecn herfelf defired permiffion to go over to
rance, and endeavour to avert the ftorm.
‘The French king, tho’ he gave her thekindeft
reception, - was refolved to liften to no accom-
‘modation, unlefs Edward inperfon fhould ap~
pear, and do him homage for the dominions
he held under him. This the king of Eng-
land could not think of. complying with, En
this exigence, the queen ftarted a Rew expedi=
-ent. It was, that Edward fhould refign Guien=
ne tohis fon, . now thirteen years of -age; and
that the young prince fhould go to Paris, to
pay that homage which had been - required of
the , father. With . this, propofal all parties
agreed 3 young Edward was fent to Paris
and the queen,.an haughty and ambitious
swoman, having - thus got her fon in her
power, was refolved to detain him till her
©own - aims were complied with. Amang the
number of thefe, was the expulfion of the
Spenfers, againft. whom fhe had conceived a
violent hatred.

Il In confequence of this refolution, fhe
protrafked the negociation, and being at laft
required by the king to return, {he replied,
that fhe would never again appear in Eng-
fand, till Spenfer was banifhed the kingdom,

Vor. IL. ¢ By
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By this reply; fhie gained two veryeonfider-
able advantages; fhebecatiie populars in
England, and fheé had the pleafure of -enjoy-
ing the company of a young nobleman, whofe
name was$ Mortimer, upon whom tfhe had
lately placed her affeétions. This youth had
been condemned for high ‘treafon, but had
the fentence commuted into perpetual imipri-
fonment in the Tower. From thence, how-
ever, hehad the good fortune to efcape into
France, and "was foon diftinguifhed for his
violent animofity to Spenfer. The graces of
his perfon and addrefs,” rendered him very ac-
ceptable to the queen; fo that, from beinga
partizan, he became a lover, and was indulg-
ed with all familiarities, The queen’s court
now, became a fan&uary for all male-con-
tents. A correfpondence was fecretly carried
on with the difcontented at home; and no-
thing now was aimed'at, but to deftroy the
favourites, and dethrone the king. -

1 To fecond the queen’s efforts, maty of
the principal nobles prepared their vaffils,
and loudly declared aguinft the ‘faveurite.
The king’s brother, the earl of ‘Kent, was
Ied in to engage among the reft; together
with the earl of Norfolk. The brother and
heir to the earl of Lancafter, was attached to
the caufe ; the archbithop of- Canterbury ex-
prefled his approbation of it; and the minds
of the people were enflamed by all thofe arts,
which the defigning praltife upon the weak
andignorant. In this univerfal difpofition to
rebel, the queen prepared for her expedition ;
and, accompanied by three thoufand men at

: arms,

. x A. Do !326'
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amma, fot eyt from Dort harbour, and landed
dafelyj. witheut oppofition, on. the coaft of
Suffolk.., Sheno fooner appeared, than there
feemed a general revolt in her favour ; three
tprelages, ; the. bithop of Ely, Lincoln, and
itlereford, bronght her all their vaffals; and
nRobert den Watteville, who had been fent to
VOPPOfc:J)c_rqugte&, deferted to her with all
bis forces. . -
-~ In.this exigence, the unfortunate Edward
vainly attempted to colle&t his friends; he
was obliged to leave the capital to the refent-
ment of .the prevailing party ; and the popu-
lace, imimediately flew out into thefe exceiles
which flow from brutality unreftrained by
fear. . They -feized the bifhop of Exeter, as
be was pafling through the city, beheaded
him without any form of trial, and threw his
body into the Thames. They alfo feized
apon. the. Tower, and agreed to fhew no
mercy to any.who fhould oppofe their at-
tempts. Inthe mean time, the king found
the {pirit,of difloyalty was diffufed over the
whole kingdom. He had placed fome depen-
dence upon the garrifenin the caftle of Briftol,
ander the command of the elder Spenfer ; but
they mutinied againft their governor, and he
was delivered up, and condemned by the tu-
multuous barons to the moft ignominious
death., - He was hanged on a gibbet in his
armour, his body was cut inpieces and thrown
to the dogs, and his head was fent to Win-
chefter, where it was fet on a pole, and ex-
pofed to the infults of the populace. Thus
died the elder Spenfer, in his nineticth year,
02 whofe



28c HISTORY.OF 'ENGLAND.

whofe charafter even the malevolence of
party could not tarnifh. He had pafled a
youth of tranquility and reputation ; but 'hjs’
comphiance with his {on involved his age’ 1n
ruin, though not difgrace. L

Young Spenfer, did mot long. furvive the
father ; he'was-taken with fome others who
had followed the fortunes of the wretched
king, in an obfcure convent in Wales, and
the wnercilefs vi&tors refolved ta glut their re-
venge in adding infult tocruelty.  The queen
had net patience to wait the formality of a
trial : but ordered him immediately to be led
forth before the infulting populace, and feem+
ed to take a favage plcafure in feafting her
tyes with his diftrefles. The gibbet erefted
for his execution was fifty feet.high; hi
head was fent to London, where the citi'z_cnl
received it in brutal triumph, and fixed it on
the bridge. Several other lords fhared his
fate ; all deferving pity indeed, had they“rvxqz
them{elves formerly juftified the prefent iphu-
manity, by fetting a cruel example.

In the mean time the king, who hoped to
find refuge in Wales, was ditcovered and pur+
{ued by his triumphant enemies. Finding no
hopes of fuccour in that part of the country,
he took fhipping for Ireland ; but he was dri-
ven back by contrary winds, and delivered up
to his adverfaries, who exprefled their fatisfac=
tion in the groflnefs of their treatment. ~ Hgé
was conduéted to the capital, amidft thé ‘iny
fultsand reproaches of the people, and confine
inthe Tower. Acharge wagfoon after exhibi-
- #ed againf;him ; in which no other crimes but

“His
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his ingq’gzegtyte govern, his love of pleafure,
and his being fwayed by evil counfellors, were
aebjefted againft him. His depofition was
quickly voted by parliament ; he was affigned
a penfion for his fupport; his fon Edward,
a youth of fourteen was fixed upon to fucceed
him, and the queen was appointed regent du-
ring the minority.

"The depofed monarch furvived ‘his misfor-
tunes but a fhort time ; he was fent fromr
prifon to prifon, a wretched outcaft, and the
iport of his inhuman keepers. - §He had been
at firft.configned to the cuftody of the earl of
Lancafter ; but this nobleman, fhewing fome.
marks of refpe& and pity, he was taken out.
of his hands, and’ delivered over to lord -
Berkeley; Montravers, and Gournay, who
were entrufted with the charge of guarding
him month about. Whatever his treatment
from lord Berkeley might have been, the other
two feemed refolved he fhould enjoy none of

e comforts of life. They prattifed every
kind of indignity upon him, as if their defign.
had been to accelerate his death. Among
other aéts of brutal oppreflion, it is faid, that
they fhaved him for fport in the open fields,
ufing water from a neighbouring ditch. But
as they faw that his death might not arrive,
even ‘under every cruelty, till a revolution
had been made in his favour, they refolved
to rid themfelves of their fears. Accordingly,
his two keepers, Gournay and . Montravers,

came to Berkley caftle, where Edward was
then confined ; and baving concerted a me-
thod of putting him to death without any

Q3 x-
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external figns of violence, they threw him on
a bed, holding him down_by“a table; > whick
they placed over im. They"then ‘rat an
horn pipe up his body, through *which ‘they
conveyed a red hot iron; and thus burnt his
bowels, without disfiguring his body. - By
this cruel artifice, they expeéted to have their
crime concealed ;3 but his horrid fhrieks,
which were heard at a diftance from the caftle,
foon gave a fufpicion of the murder; and the
whole was foon after divulged, by the confef-
fion of one of the accomplices. He left_ be-
hind him four children ; two fons and two
daughters: Edward was his eldeft fon and:
fucceflor ; John, died young ; Jane was after-
wards married to David Bruce King of Scot-
tand ; and Eleanor was marriedto Regimald,
count of Gucldres. R ’
This prince appears to have béen weak, but.
not wicked., And even his weaknefs has
doubtlefs been much; aggravated, ' in the ac~
counts which have paﬁ'ed to us thré’ the hinds:
of his infolent, cruel, rebellious fubjets. *”

" CHAP.
e® :
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CHAP. XIV.
EDW A R.D IIL
THE parhamcnt by which young Ed-

ward was raifed to the throne, during
the life of his father, appointed twelve perfons.
as his privy-council, to direék the operations
of government, Mortimer, artfully excluded
‘himfelf under a thew of moderation ; but at.

-the fame tme he fecretly influenced all mea-:

fures.‘ He caufed the greateft part of the,

‘rpyal révenues to be fettled on the queen.

dowager, and feldom. took the trouble to con-
fult the minifters of government in any public-
undertaking.  The king himfelf was fo be-
fieged by t ie favourite’s creatures, that no
accefs could be procured to him, and the whole:
fovereign authority was fhared between Mor-

" timer and .the queen, who took no.care to-

conceal her eriminal attachment.

f A government fo conttituted, could not -
be of fong continvance. - An irruption of the
Scotch gave the firft blow to Mortimer’s cre-
dit; and young Edward’s own abilities con-
tributed to its ruin.. The Scotch, refolved
to take advantage of the feeble ﬁate of the,

. .04 nation ;

z A.D. 13280
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nation ; and without regarding the truce tha¢
{ubfifted between the two kingg%om; attempted:
to furprife the caftle of Norham,. This they
feconded by a- formidable invefipn.en .the
northern counties, with an army,.of twenty
thoufand men. Edward, even :at this early
age difcovered his martial difpofition. He
refolved to intercept them in their retreats
and began his march in the middle.-of July, at
the head of an army of threefcore thomfand"
men; but after undergoing incredible fatiguesy
in purfuing them thro’ woods and .meraffes,.
he was unable to perceive any fignsof. an.ene~
my, except from the ravages they had -made
and.the finoaking ruins of villages, which they
had: fet on fire. In this difappointmens, . he-
had no other refource, but to offer .a reward:
toany who fhould difcover the place where!
the: éols were pofted. This the enemy un»
derftanding, fent him word. thav they, were
ready to: meet him, and give him. bagtlg.
However, they had taken fo advantagequs ar
fituation, on. the oppofite -bagks. of . the: piver-
- Ware,. that the king found it impra&ticable:
- to attaeck them ; and no threats could: bring-
them to a battle upon: equal:terms. e
- It was in this fituation, -that the firf breach:

was difcovered between.the king.and Mostin-

mer, the queen’s favourite... The young mon~
arch, refolved not to allow the mavagers to:
efcape with impunity ; but Mortimer -oppo-
fed his influence to the valour of the king, and:.
prevented an. engagement, which: might be-
attended with deftru&ive confequenees to- his.’
authority, whether he won,. or. loft the day...
. : Shortly
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Shortly after, the Scotch, under the. com-
mand of Douglas, made an irruption into the:
Englifh camp by night, and arrived at the:
very tent in which the king was .fleeping..
But the young monarch happening to wake.
in the - critical moment, made a valiant de~.
fence againft the enemy:; his chamberlain and
chaplain died ﬁghting by his. fide ;. and he,
thus had time given him to efcape in. the dark.,
The Scotch. being fruftrated in their defign,,
decamped for thelr own. coyptry.. The efcape
of the Scotch was a difagreeable circumftance,
to the Englith: army. The faijure on one:
part was entirely- afcribed to. the queen’s fa—
wourite ; and the fuccefs on.the other to the.

king’s own intrepidity.
. Mortimer now faw himfelf in a;precarious
fitaaten ; and was. refolved; on any terms, to:
procur¢ a peace with Scotland, inorder to fix,
his power mere firmly at home.. A treaty.
wa;é-’i@éofdiﬁgly concluded between the two
nations;- ia which the Englifh renounced all
titte to fovereignty over the fifter kingdom ;.
aiid the Scotch, in return, agreed to pay thirty
thvufand marks as a compenfation, || The;
next ftep fhat Mortimer thought neceflary’
for his fecurity, was to feize the eurl of Kent,,
brother to the late king, an harmlsfs and well-
meaning perfon, who, under a perfuafion.
that his' brother was ftill alive, entered into-
a defign -of rciaftating him in his former
power.” Him therefore, Mortimer refolved
to deftroy ;.and fummoning him before parli-,
ament, had him accufed, condemned, and:
exccuted, before the young king had time tor
: . Os inter—

[l, Ae Du. 1320¢
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interpofe.i In proportion as Mortimer got rid
of his¢ncmies, he enriched himfelf with their-
fpoils.  The cftate-of the carl was feized upon-
lpor the ufe of his youngeft fon’; tHe immenfe
fortunes of the Spenfers were¢ 1nlike manrer-
converted to Risufe, = " LT

* It was now that Edward . refolved’ td: -

fhake off an authority that was odious to'the:

nation. But fuch was the power of the fa- -

vourite, that it required much Erecahtion'..
The queen and Mortimer-had for fome timé:
chofen the caftle of Nottingham for their re-

fidence ; it was fri@tly guarded, the gates’

locked every evening, and the keys carried:
to the queer. It was agreed,. beticen ‘the
king, and fome of his barons, to féize pon-
them in this fortrefs ; and for that purpofe,,
Sir William Eland, the governor, was indu-
ced to admit them by a fecret fubtefraneous:
paffage, which had been formerly conttived:
for an outlet, but was now hidden’ with'rub-
bifh, and known only to one or twd.” It
was by this, the noblemen in the king’s inter-
cfts entered the caftle in the night; ‘and*

Mortimer, without having it in his power to-.

make any refiftance, was feized in an apart--
ment adjoining' that of the queen’s. It was’
in vain that {he endeavoured to proteét him ;-
n vain fhe entreated them to fpare ler ¢¢ gen--
tle Mertimer ;” the barons, deaf to her en-
treaties, denied her that pity, which fhe had®
fo often refuied to others. {lé was condemn-

- ed by the parliament, which was then fitting;
without examining a witnefs againft him. He'
was hanged on & gibbet at a place called Eimes;
o ‘ ) now:

- * A.D. 1330,
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now Tyburn, where his body was left hang-
ing, for two days after. A fimilar fen-
tence pafled againft fome of his adherents,,
partlcularly Gournay, and Montravers, ' the
murderers.of ‘the late king ; but thefe had
time to elude punithment, by efcaping to the
continent.. + The queen, who was the moft

:if)ablcz was only difcarded from all power,

confined for life, to the caftle of Rifings,

with a penfion of three thoufand pounds a
year. f‘:om this confinement, fhe was never
after fet free ; and though r.hc king annually
paid her a vifit of decent cercmony, yct the
found herfelf abandoned to univerfal con-
tempt and deteftation; and continued for
above twenty five years after, a mlferablc.
monument of blafted ambitien.: -

Edward now refolved to become popuhr,
by an expedient which feldom failed to gain .
' ly(; affcétions of. the Englith,  He knew that
A conquering monarch was the fitteft to- pleate:
a waclike people.  The weaknefs ot the
Suottlih government, W hich was.at that time
" under a minority, gavc him:a favourable op-
portunity of renewing hoftilities ;. and the
turbulent {pirit of the “hobles of that country
ftill morc contributed to promote his aims.
i A new pretender- to. that throne appeared,
Edward Baliol, and Edward refolved to affift
himy in: his. pretenilons. He therefore gave
him permiffion to. levy what forces he was
ablein England ; and with not above three
thoufand adventurers, Baliol gained a confi-
derable vi¢tory over hlscountryrncn, in.which
t\vc]vc thoufand: of thelr men were {lain.

O6 This
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“This. viftory. which. was followed, by fome
others, fo intimidated the Scotck, that theim
armies difperfed, and the kingdonri feemedk
fubdued by an handéul of menc Balral; was-
erowned king -'at Scone 3 and every ‘nebles
man, who was moft expofed. to. danger; fabd
mitted. to his authority. - Buthe-did not iong:
enjoy his fuperiority } by another turn.equal~
ly fudden, he was attacked- and. defeated by
g;r Archibald Douglas, and obliged ta: take
xefuge in England once more. .

An attempt thus unfliccefsfully made by
Baliol, only ferved-to. enflame the ardeur of;
Edwand, who very joyfully accepted of that.
effer of homage and fuperiority, which. it was.
Baliol’s prefent intereft te make.. He there-
fore prepared, with all his force, to reiaflater
the king of Scotland, in a gevernment: which:
would be fuberdinate to his own.. He accord-
ingly prevailed upon his parhiament to-give
him a fupply ; and, with- a well-difciplined:
army, laid fiege to- Berwick, which. capitu~:
lated after a vigorous defence. It wasin.:ate
tempting to relieve this city, that a gemerak
engagement enfued:between the Scotch and¥
-the Englifh.. It was fought at Hallidown~
hill, a little narth of Berwick, with igreat
obftinacy en both fides; but Edward: pre«:
vailed. Douglas, the Scottithi general; was.
flain, and foon after the whole army put ta
the route. All the Scottifh nobles.of diftinca "
tion were either flain, or taken prifoners 3
near thirty thoufand of their men fell in the
altion.. } This impertant viftory decidedt

the fate. of Scotland ;; Balial, with little -

_ trouble
3 Ak 1333 July gu
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trouble,, made himfelf mafier of the country 3
and Edward returned in triumph to England,

" having prewiouily fecured many. of the prin-

cipal towns.of Scotland, which were declared!
to.berannexed- to the Englhith monarchy..
TFhefe viftories, however, were rather fplendid
t!:vmfer,viceable; ‘the Scotch feemed aboutthis.
tims,; to.coenceive an infurmountable averfiorr
to the-Englifli government ; * and no fooner
were Kdward’s forces withdrawn,. than they:
revalted againft Baliel, and well nigh expel-
ed hinmy. the kingdem. Edward’s appearance:
afecond time ferved to bring them to fubjec—
tion ;. but they remewed their- animofities.
upon hisretining. It was in vain, therefore,.
that he employed all the asts of perfuafiony,
and alkthe tesrors. of war, to: induce them to
fubmiffion ;: they perfevered in their reluétance:
to0 obey 5. and they were daily kept in hopes,,
by- promifes:of fuccour from France..

Thig kingdom, which had for a long time:
difcontinued its animofities againft England,.
began to. be an objeét of Edward’s jealoufy
and ambition. A new fcene was opened im:
France, which- operated for more thana cen~

tury, f{ubjefting that country to allithe mife~ -

stes of war. France, at that period, was:
meither. the éxtenfive, nor the powerful king~
dom: we foe it at this day. Many great

provinces. have: been added to it fince that.

eried, particularly Dauphiny, Provence, andi
‘ranche Comte 3 and the-government was filk
more feeble, by thofe neighbouring prances,,
who- were pretended fubjeéts. to the king, bur,,
in.reality, fosmidable rivals. At the ime we:

* A.D. 1334
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are fpeaking of, that kingdom was particularly
unfortunate ; and the king .fhared - j,n,;“
general calamity., The. three fons of Philip
the Fair, in full parliament, accufed; their
wives of adultery ; and, in confequengs of
this accufation, they were condemned, ani

imprifoned for life. "Lewis Hutin,.the fuccef-:

. for to the crown of France, caufed his; wife
to be ftrangled, and her lovers to be flead
alive. After his death, as he left only a
daughter, his next brother, Philip the Tallj.
affumed the crown, in prejudice of the daugh--
ter; and vindicated his title by the Salic law,.
which laid it .down, that no female thould
fucceed to the crown. This law, however;

was not univerfally acknowledged, ‘nor fuffi- -
ciently confirmed- by precedents, to procure

an ealy fubmiffion. They had hithertoen-
quired but {lightly in France, whether. a
female could fucceed to the kingdom ;. agd a8
lws are only made to regulate what may
happen: by what has happened already,. there
were no faéts upon which to ground the opr»
‘nions on. either fide of the queftion. There
were, in reality, precedents.to countenance
both claims. We thus fee that right changed
with power; and juftice was unknown, or
difregarded.  In the prefent inftance, the
ﬁounger brother of the late king, Charfes the

air, jealous of his elder brother’s fortune,
oppofed his pretenfions, and afferted, that the
kate king’s daughter was rightful heir-to his
crown. The caufe, thus warmly contefted
between the two brothers, was at laft carried
before the parliument ;- and they decided, upon
Ce S the
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the Salic law, in favour of Philip the Elder..
This monarch enjoyed the crown but a fhort
time ;' and dying, Tleft only daughters to-fuc--
ceed hinr,* Charles, therefore, without a male- .
oppodent, feized the' crown;, amd enjoyed it
for" fome ‘time ; but he alfo. dying,. left his

wife pregnant, - As there: was now no appa--
rent heir, the regency was contefted by two:
perfons, who laid their claims upon' this occa--
fion., Edward the third urged his pretenfions,,
as being by his. mother Ifabella, who was
~daughter-to Philip the Fair, and fifter to the
three laft kings of France, rightful heir to the
crown.. Philip Valois, on the other hand,,
put himfelf ir attual pofleffion of the  govern-
ment, as being next heir by the male fuccef--
fion.. " He was, therefore,. .conftituted regent:
of Ftance; and the queen-dowager being:
fome' time after, brouglit to bed of a daughter,.
Ke 'was unanimoufly elefted king.. He was.
¢réwned amidft the univerfal congratulations.
of Tis' fabjefts ; received the appellation: of
PHilip the Fortunate ; and to this. he: added:
the qualities of juftice and virtue.. ,
Egv(r’afd' however refolved to undertake the
conqueft’ of France.. * He firft confulted:
his pailiament on the propriety of the under--
taking, obtained their approbation, received:
a proper fupply  of wool, which he intended:
to barter with the Flemings ; and being at--
tended with a body of Englifh forces,” and
feveral' of his nobility,. he failed over inta
Flanders. - ) .
* § Philip, on the other hand, made vigo-
tous preparations to oppofe hinr; and'chal>
cl T : lenged
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lenged the invader to fmgla combat;) T,
cqugal terms, in fome appointed: lai,.k,:,ng;-v
ward accepted the challenge ; for:in-every
altion he affefted the hero ; but fome obfta- -
cles intervening, the war was profceuted in:'
the ufual manner. S
1 The firflt great advantage gained by the:
Englifh was in a naval engagement on the
coaft of Flanders, in which the French loft
two hundred and thirty fhips, and had thirty:
thoufand of their feamen, and two of their ad-
mirals flain. None of Philip’s courtiers.
dared to inform him of the event, till his jef-.
ter gave him a hint, by which he difcovered:
the lofs he had fuftained.. This bro,ught on:
a truce, which neither fide feemed willing to.
break, till the ambition of Edward was once
more excited by the invitation of the count: -
de Mountfort, who had poffefifed himfelf:of "
the province of Brittany, aad applied.to Edw :
ward to fecond his-claims.. Edwand. immsegis a:
ately faw the advantages arifing froto: fuch-b: <
progofal. He was happy in .the pronmfods:
afliftance of Mountfort, an aétive and vahang . -’
Prince, opening to him an entrance intothe:: !
Beart of France.. Thefe flattering profpedls,:
however, were for a while damped by thes:
mmprifonment of Mountfort, whofe aims be="
ing difcovered, he found himfelf befieged imux !
the city of Nantz, and taken. But Jane of.
Flanders, his wife, foon made up for the:lofs;
ef her hufband. || This lady, whawas one:
of the moft extraordinary women of her: Y
courageouily undertook to fuppart the falling' -
fortunes, of her family. She..affeinbled the:
oo inhabi~

4. Du13q0. || A, D. 1341
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infiabitants of Renmes, where the then refi~
ded 3 and cdrrying-herinfant fom in her arms,.

_ - her’ misfortunes,. and’ infpired the
ctiens with an affe@ion for. her caufe.
They infrantty - efpoufed ker interefts, and alk
the other fortreffes of Brittany embraced the
fame  refodution:; the king of England was:
entzeated to fend her fuccours with all expedi~
tion to the town of Hennebone, in which.
place fhe refolved to fuftain the attacks of the
enemy. Charles de Blois, Philip’s general,.
anxious; te mmke himfelf mafter of fo- impor—
tant-afortrefs, and ftillmore to take the coun-
tefs a prifoner, fat down before the place with.
2 large  army, and conduted the fiege withy
indefagigable induftry. The defence was no.
lefa vaigorous 3 feveral fallies-were made by the-

ifon, in which: the countefs herfelf ‘was;

il:the moft aftive. Qbferving one day thao
their whelb army had quitted the camp-to-joins
n a; genmeral florm, fhe fallied out by a.pofterny
atthe head:of three hundted horfe, “fet fire to.

the_enomies tents md'baggge, put their fut-. .
?

lergand dervants to the fword, and-occafioned’
fuch an-alarm, that the French. defifted from.
the affault, in order to cut off her communi~
cation with the towm. Thus intercepted; fhe-

Tetired to Auray, where fhe continued five or -

fix days;: then returning at the head of five-
hundred horfe, fhe fought: her way: through.

ones quaster of the French. camp, and retum- -
ed to her faithful citizens in triumph. But -
mere unfupposted. valour could net repel an. - |

aétive, and. fuperior omemy. The befiegers

had. at length. made feveral ‘breaches in the -

walls 3

- Y-
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walls ; and it was apprechended that a general;
affault, which was hourly expe&ed, would.
be fatal. A capitulation .was; therefore;pro~-
pofed, and a conference was aiready beguny:
when the countefs, who had -meuntedon a
high tower, and was. looking towards i.the:
fea with impatience,. defcried fome. fhips-at.
a great diftance. She immediately exclaimed
that fuccours were arrived,. and forbid .any
further capitulation. She was. not difappoint-
ed ; the fleet fhe difcerned carried a body- of
Englifh gentlemen, with fix thoufand archers,
whom Edward had prepared for the relief of
Hennebone, but who had been-long detained
by contrary winds. They entered the harbour
under the condu& of .Sir Walter Manny,
one of the moft valiant commanders.of his’
time. This relief ferved to keep up.the. de~
dining fpirits of ‘the Britons; untikthe time :
appointed by the late truce with Edward was

.

expired. o

. * He accordingly foon afterlanded at Mor-.
bian, near Vanpes, with an army of twelve -

thoufand men ; and endeavoured to give luftre.

to his arms, by befieging fome of the moft ca-

pital of the enemies fortifications. . The vigour
of his operations led on toanother truce, and:
this was foon after followed by a frefh infrac
tion. Thetruth is, neitherfide obferved aitnute

longer than it coincided with theirinterefts:;. -

and-both had.always fufficient art: to, ghriow
the blame of perfidy from themfelvess;; ,'The
earl of Derby was fZ

the province of Guienne, with inftruions

* A. D, 1342,
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affo to take every poffible advantage. - At firft:
his- fuccefles were rapid and brilliant ; but as:
foorrias the Frenclrking had time to prepare,
he mot with a very unexpefted refiftance 3
5 that-the Englith general was compelled to-
fealid upon the defenfive. One fortrefs after
amothet’ was furrendered to the French ; and:
dothing appeared but a total extin&ion of the
power of England upon the continent. Inn.
this fituation, Edward refolved to bring relief
i perfon -to his diftreffed fubjeéts and allies 3
and ‘accordingly embarked at Southampton,
Jl: on board a fleet of near a thoufand fail, of
all dimenfions. He carried with him, befides
all the chief nobility of England, his eldeft
fon, the prince of Wales (afterwards furnamed
the black prince) a youth of about fifteer
years - old, and already remarkable both for
underflanding and valour. His army confifted
‘of fourr thauland men at arms; ten thoufand
archers, ten thoufand Welfh infantry, and fix
thowfand krifh, ‘all - which he landed fafely at
La Hogue, a port.in Normandy, which coun-
try he determined to make the feat of the war.

-1:"The intelligence of Edward’s landing, and
the:devaftation ‘caufed by his troops, fpread
univerfal ‘confternation through the French
court.: The rich city of Caen was taken and
plundered by the kEnglith, the villages and
towns, ‘even up to Paris, {hared the fame fate 3
and the French had no other refource but by.
breaking down their bridges, to put a ftop too
the invader’s carcer. . In the mean.time,. .
Philip was not idle in making preparatioas to
reprefs the enemy. He had ftationed one hc;f'
3

I A. D. 1346,
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his generals, Godemrar de. Faye; with anarmys;
on the oppofite fide of the river Semme, over:
which Edward was o pafs ; while. he himfelf:
at the head of an hundred thoufand men, ad-
vanced _ to give the Englifh bartle.. Edward
thus, in the midftof his vi&taries, unexpeét—

expofed to the danger of being. enclofed.

edly
anc{ ftarving in an enemy’s country, publifhed.
areward to any that fhould bring him intelli-
gence of a paflage over the river Somme.
“This was difcovered by a peafant ; and Edward
had juft time to get his army over the river,
when Philip appeared in his rear. L
As both armies had for fome time been im:
fight of each other, nothing was fo eagerly,
expeéted on each fide as a battle ; and althoug
the forces were extremely;difproportioned, ther
Englith amounting- only to thirty thoufand,
the Erench to an hundred and twenty thoufand 5
1y:let.Edvrard refolved to put all to the hazard,
e chofe his. ground, with advantage,. neark
the village of Crecy ; and’ thgrg';{@};rmx;‘;’ed{

to await the thock of the enemy.’. W
up his: men on a gentle afcent, and divided,.

them into three lineg. The firft was com-
mandeéd bi the yourIi\% prince of Wales; the -

fecond by. the earls of Northamptor and. Ayun~
del; and the third, which was kept as a body:
of referve, was headed by the king in perfon.,
Ashis {fmall army was in danger of béingfur-
vounded, he threw up trenches an his flank ;.

and-placed all his baggage in a wood hehind

. him, which he alfo fecured by an entrench-.
ment. Having thus made the proper difpofi-
tions, he and the prince .of Wales r;cei\tzleld:

~ e

e drew.
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the facrament with great devotion ; and all
his behaviour denoted the calm intrepidity of
a man_refolved on conqueft, or death. “He
rode from rank torank with a f{erene counte-
nance;; bade his foldiers remember the honour
of their country ; and by his eloquence ani-
matéd thewhole army to adegree of enthufiaf-
tic e¢xpeftation. It is faid that he firft made
ufe of artillery upon this occafion.

On the other fide, Philip, confident of his
numbers was folicitous to bring the eaemy to
an engagement. He was advited by fomeof .
his generals to defer it till the enfuing day,
when his army would have recovered from
their fatigue.  But the impatience of his
troops was too great to be reftrained; they
prefied one upon the other, and no orders could
curb their impetuofity. They were led on in
three bodies to oppofe thofe of the :Englifh.
T'he firft line, confifting of fifteen thoufand
Genoefe crofs-bow-men, were commanded by
Anthony Doria. The fecond body was led’
by the count Alengon, brother to the king,
and the king himfelf was at the head of the
third.

About three in the afternoon the famous
battle of Crecy began, the French king or-"
dering the G};noefc archers to' charge ; bug
they were fo fatigudd with their march, that
they cried out”for alittle reft before they.
fhould engage. The count Alengon, being

informed of this, rode up and reviled them as *
cowards, commanding.them to begin the on-
fet. Their reluftance was encreafed by an .
heavy fhower, which'fell that inftant and re-
lax€d their bow-ftrings ; fo that the'difchta;:gc '
: , ey
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they made produced” but 'very oliudes effeét.
‘On the other hand, the:Englifhrardhersy>who
had kept their bows in cafes,-and were faviour-
€d by a fudden gleam of ' fun-fhime;*: thatra-
ther dazzled the enemy, let fty their drsows
1o thick, and with fuch good :aim,.that>hb-
. -thing was to be feen among the Genoefe: bt
terror and difmay. The youngiiprince iof
Wales had prefence of mind to takeddvantage
of their confufion, and to lead on his lineito
the charge. The French, cavalty however,
<ommanded by count Alengon, wheeling round
{uftained the combat, and began to hemthe
Englith round. The earls of Arundel.and
Northampton now came in toaffift the Prinee,
who appeared foremoft' in the fhocky and
wherever he appeared, turning the fortune of
the day. ‘The thickeft of the battle- was:now
gathered round him, and the valour of -:a boy
filled even veterans with aftonifhmentigr-but
their furprize at his courage could-novigive
way to their fears for his fafety. 'Betngrap-
prehenfive that fome mifchance might happen
to him in the end, an officer ‘was difpaticlied
to the king, defiring that fuccours mighit tbe
~ fent to the prince’s relief. Edward, who had
all this time with great tranquility, viewed the
~engagement from a windmill, demandediwith
feeming deliberation, if his fon were dead;
“but being anfwered that he ftill Jived, and was
giving aftenifhinginftances of valour ; #f:then
“¢ tell my generals, cried the king, -that he
4¢ fhall have no affiftance from me; the ho-
“¢ nour of thisday fhall be his : let him fhew
¢ himfelf worthy the profeffion of arms, alnd
6élet
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€¢ lethim- be indebted to his own merit alone
¢ for vi€tory.” This fpeech, being reported
to the prince and his attendants, 1t infpired
them with new courage ; they made a frefh
attack upon the French cavalry, and count
Alengon, their braveft commander, was flain.
This was .the beginning of their total over-
throw:: the French being now without a com-
petent ' leader, were thrown into confufion ;
the Welfh Infantry rufhed into the midft of
the confli&t, and difpatched thofe with their
long knives who had furvived the fury of the
former onfet. It was in vain that the king of
France himfelf, almoft fingly maintained the
«combat; he endeavoured to animate his fol-
lowers, both by hi$ voice and example, but
the vi&tory was decifive ; while he was yet
endeavouring to face the enemy, John de
Hainault {eized the reins of his horte, and,
turning him round, carried hi off the field
-of battle. .. In this engagement, thirty thou-
dand ofithe French were killed upon the field ;
and among this number, were John king of
~Bohemia, James king of Majorca, Ralph duke
of Lorrain, nine counts, eighty bannerets,
twelve hundred knights, fifteen hundred gen-
tlemen, and four thoufand men at arms.

The whole French army took to flight, and
were put to the fword by the purfuers without
mercy, till  night. . The king, on his return
to the camp, flew into the arms of the prince
of Wales and exclaimed, ¢¢ My valiant fon,
¢ continue as you have begun; you have
¢ acquitted yourfelf nobly, and are worthy of
¢¢ the kingdom that will be your inheritance.”

Never
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Never was a viftory more feafonable, or left
bloody to the Englith than this. Notwith.
dtanding the great ﬁaughter of the ememy, the
«conquerors loft but one efguire, three knights,
and a few of inferior rank. The creft of the
king of .Bohemia -was three oftrich feathers,
with this motto, Ich - Dien ; whichfignifies, in
the German language, 1 :ferve, This was
thought to be a proper prize to perpetuate the
wiftory ; and it was accordingly .added to the
arms of the prince of Wales, and has been
-adopted by all his fucceflors.

But this viory was attended with ftill more
{ubftantial advantages ; for Edward, as mode-
rate in conquefl, as prudent in his mcafures to
obtain it, refolved tofecure an eafy entrance
into France for the future.,  With this, view
he laid fiege to Calais, that. was defended by
John de Vienne, an experienced commander,
and {fupplied ‘with every thing neceffary tor
defence. The king, knowing - the difficulty
“of taking the town by force, retolved to reduce
it by famine. He. chofe a fecure ftation for
his camp ; drew entrenchments round the city,
and made proper provifioss for his foldiers to
-endure . a winter campaign. Thefe -operati-
ons, though flow, were at length {uccefsful.
Jt was in vain that the governor made a noble
defence, that he excluded allthe ufelefs mouths
from the city, which. Edward genexoufly per-
mitted to pafs through his camp. It wasat |
length taken, after a twelvemonth’s fiege, the
defendants having -been reduced o the laft
extremity. - The obftinate refiftance, made by
the townimen, was not.a- little difpleafing to
. . ' Edward;

* A D1 347
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#dward ; and he had often declared, that he
would take fignal revenge for the numbers of
-men he had loft during the fiege. It was
with great difficulty, itherefore, that he was
perfuaded to accept of their fubmiffion; and
‘to fpare their lives, upen condition, that fix

.of the moft confiderable citizens fhould be

. ‘fent him, te be difpefed of as he fhould think

proper ; but on thefe he wasrefolved to wreak
‘his refentment, and he gave orders that they
ifhould beled into his camp, bare-headed, and
‘bare-footed, with ropes abeut their necks, in
the manner of criminals juft preparing for
execution. = When the news of this was
‘brought into the city, it{pread new confter-
-nation among the inhabitants. Whe fhould
be the men, that were thus to be offered up as
vitims to procure the fafety of all the reft;
and by their deaths appeafe the vitor’s e~
{fentment, was a frefh fubjet of dreadful en-
-quiry. In this terrible fufpenfe, one of the
principalinhabitants, whofe name was Fuftace
de St. Pierre, walked forward, and offered to
undergo -any tortures that could procure his
fellow-citizens fafety. Five more foon fol-
lowed his'noble example ; and thefe marching
out like criminals, laid the keys of their city
at Edward’s feet; but no fubmiflions were
fufficient to appeafe his refentment; and they
would in all'probability have fuffered death,
had not the generofity of their condu& affec-
ted the queen, who interceded in their behalf,
and with fome difficulty obtained their pardon.
Edward having thus opened himfelf a paf-
fage into France, by which he might atany
oL, L. | P time
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time pour in his forces, and withdraw them
with fecurity, refolved on every method that
could add ftability to his new acquifition,
He ordered all the French inhalitants to leave
the town, and peopled it with his own fub-
je€&ts from England. He alfo made it the
‘principal market for wool, leather, tin, and
dead ; the principal Englifh commodities, for
‘which' there was a confiderable demand upon
the continent, All the Englifh were obliged
1o bring their goods thither ; and foreigp
mmerchants came to the fame place to purchaft
them. By thefe means, the city becamg
populous, rich, and flourifhing ; and conti-
nued for above two centuries after in the pof-
deflion of the Englifh, and braved all the mili
aarly power of France.

. In this manner, the war hetween the Eng-
1ifh and French, was carried on with mutual
animofity, awar which at once thinped the
inhabitants of the invaded country, while it
drained that.of the invaders, But a deftruc~
tion ftill more terrible at this time, defolated
the wretched provinces of Europe, A pefti-
Jence, more dreadful than any mentioned in
the annals.of hiftory, which had already al-
anoft difpeopled Afia and Africa, came to fet-
tle upon the Weftern world with encreafed
malignity. It is faid to have taken its origin
in the great kingdom of Cathay, where it rofe
from the earth with the moft horrid and ful-
phureous ftench, deftroyingall the inhabitants,
and even marking plants and minerals with
its malignity. The fourth part of the people
were cut off ; and it raged with fuch ‘v_iol_eng.e

1
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in London,. that ‘in one year’s fpace, there
were buried inthe Charter Houfe church-yard, .
above fifty thoufand perfons.

Nor was England free from internal wars
during this dreary period. While Edward
was reaping vitories upon the continent, the
Scotch, ever willing to embrace a favourabie
opportunity, invaded the frontiers with a nu-
merous army, headed by David Bruce, their.
king. This unexpeéted invafion, at fuch a
junéture, alarmed the Englifh, but was not
capable of intimidating them. Lionel, Ed-
ward’s fon, whowas left guardian of England,,
was too young to take upon him-the command
of an army; but the victories on the conti-
nent, feemed to infpire even women with
valour : Philippa, Edward’s queen, took upon
her the condu& of the field, and prepared
torepulfe the enemy in perfon.. *According-.
1y, having made rord Percy general under
ker, fhe met the Scots ata place called NevilPs-
€rofs near Durhamy and offered them battle..
Fhe Scotch king was nolefs impatient to en-
gage ; he imagined that he might obtain an eafy
viftory againft undifciplined troops, headed t:jy
a2 woman. But he was miferably deceived.
His army was routed and driven from the
field. Fifteen thoufand of his men were cut
to pieces; and he himfelf, with many of his
nobles and knights, were taken prifoners, and
earried in triumph to London.

. This viftory diffufed joy thro’ the mation;.
and they foon had new reafons for exultation..
Philip, who was furnamed the Fortunate,.
wpon coming to the crowm of Krance, ended-

Pa his

* A.D. 1346’
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his life under the accumulation of every mif--
~tortune. John his fon fucceeded him on the:

throne. This weak, yet virtuous prince, up~-.

on coming to the crown, found himfelf at
the head of an exhaufted nation, and a divi--
ded and fa&tious nobility. France at that

time, pretty much refembled England under-

the reign of king John. They had barons.
detpotic over their own hereditary pofleflions ;.
and they obliged their king to-fign a charter:
much refembling the Magna Charta, which.
had formerly been figned by his name-fake of
England. The warlike refourfes, therefore,.
of France and England, were at this time

very unequal. John was at the head of a no--

bility, that acknowledged ne fuberdination.
among each other; they led their dependent.
flaves to battle, and obeyed their fuperiors.

only .as it fuited their inclination.  Their:

king might more juftly be faid- to command
& number of fmall armies-under- diftin& lead-
crs, than one vaft machine, operating with:
uniformity. The French barons paid their
own foldiers, punifhed their. tran{greflions,.
and rewarded their fidelity. But tie forces.
of England were under a very different eftab-
lifhment; the main body of the Englifh ar-
my was compofed of foldiers indifcriminately
levied throughout the nation, paid by the
king, and regarding himkalone as the fource
of preferment or difgrace. Inftead: of per-:
fonal attendance, the nobility contributed
fupplies in money; and there was only fuch:
a number of nobles in the army as might keep-
the {pirit of honour alive without injuring
military fubordination.. .
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. Te was in this ftate of things, that a fhort
truce which had been concluded between Ed-
ward and Philip was diffolved by the death.
of the latter; and Edward well pleafed with.
the fa&ions in France, refolved to-feize the
opportunity.  Accordingly the Black Prince.
was fent into France with hisarmy ; and land--
ing in Gafcony, carried his devaftations into-
the heartof.the country.. On the other hand,.
Edward himfelf made an irruption on the fide:
of Calais, at the head of a. mumerous army..
*In the mean time John, who was unpreparcd.
to oppofe them,, continued a quiet fpeétator
nor was it till the enfuing fummer’s camn-
paign, that he refolved to attack the Black
Prince, whofe army was by this time reduced’
to - about twelve thoufand men. With fuch.
trifling forces had this young warrior ventured
to penetrate iato the heart of France, with a
deill,gn' of joining, his- forces-to thofe of the
~duke of Lancafter. But he foon: found that
. his fcheme was: impra&ticable; the country .
before him was too well guarded to prevent
his advancing; and all the bridges behind
were broken down,, which.effe€tually barred’
aretreat. In.this embarrafling fituation, his
perplexity was increafed, by being informed,
that the king of France was aétually march-
ing at the head of .fixty thoufand men to
intercept him.. He at firft. thought of retreat-
ing; but foen finding it impoffible, he deter-
mined calmly to await the approach of the
enemy ; and notwithftanding the difparity of
forces, to. commit all to the hazard. of a.battle.
P 3 . R : +
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It was near Poiltiers, that both armies came-
in fizht of cach other. The French king
might very eafily have ftarved the Englith =
but fuch was. the- impatient valour of the:

French nobility, and. fuch their certainty of

fuccefs,. that he could not reprefs-their-ardour
to engage.. In:the mean time, while both ar-
mies were drawn out, andrexpe&ing the-fignal’
to begin, they were ftopped by the appear-
ance of the cardinal: of. Perigord, who at=
tempted to be: a- mediator' between them:
But John, fure of viftory, would liften to ne:
other terms than the reftitution of Calais j:
with which the Black Prince refufing to com-
ply,..the onfet was deferred- till the next
morning.

It was during this interval; that tlie young

prince fhewed himfelf worthy of conqueft ;-
he ftrengthened his poft by new intrench--
ments ;° he placed: three hundred: men in am~
buth with as many archers, who were com-
manded to attack the enemy in flank; during
the heat of the engagement. The morning be--
ginning to appear, he ranged- his army in-

three divifions;, the van commanded by the-

earl of Warwick ; the rear by the: earls of
Salifbury and Suffolk; and the main.body by

himtelf.. In. like manner, the king of France-
arranged his forces in thvee divifions; the-

firft commanded by the Duke of QOrleanss
the fecond by the Dauphin, attended by his
younger brothers ; while he himfelf led up
the main body, feconded by his youngeft and
favourite fon, then about fourteen: years-of
age.  As the Englifh were to- be attacked
. only.
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only by marching up-a long, narrow lane, the:
French: fuffered greatly from their archers,
who were pofted on each fide, behind the
hedges. Nor werc they in a better fituation -
upon: emerging from this danger, being met
by the Black Prince himfclf, atthe head of a:
chofen. body of troops, who made a. furious.

. -oenfet upon their forces, already in diforder..

A dreadful' overthrow enfued ;. thofe who were-
as yet in the lane recoiled upon-their own:
forces.; while the Enghfh: troeps,. who had:
been placed in-ambufh, took. that opportunity
to encreafe the confufion, and confirm the:
viftory.. The dauphin, and the duke of Or-
leans, were among the firft that fled.. The:
king of France himf{elf: made the utmoft efforts.
to retrieve by his valour; what his rafthnefs:
had forfeited ; but his fingle courage was unas-
ble to-ftop that confternation,.which had now:-
become-general through- his army; and his-
cavalry foon: flying, he found himfelf totally-
expofed to the enemy’s fury.. He faw hs: |
nobles. falling: round: himy valiantly fighting:
in-his defence, and his youngeft fon wounded:
by his fide.” At length, fpent with fatiguc,.
and defpairing of fuccefs, he cried out, he:
was ready to deliver. himfelf to his coufin,.
the prince of Wales. The honour of' taking:
him, however, was referved: for a much more:
ignoble hand ;- Dennis de Morbec,  a knight:
of Arras.

This fuecefs was; in.agreat meafire, ow=~-
ing to- the valour and condu& of the black.
prince ; but his moderation in'viftory was a-
nobler. triumph than had ever graced any for-
mer conqueror.. He came forth. to meet the:

captive:
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eaptive monarch with an air of pitying mo~
defty ; he remonftrated with him in the moft
humble manner, when he began. to complain-
of his misfortunes, that he ftill had the com-
fort left of refleting, that, though. unfuccefs--
ful, he had done all that deferved to enfure
eonqueft. He promifed, that a deference to-
his 3ignity fhould never be wanting to foften.
his captivity ; and at t