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' CALM, ADDRESS, &e. ,

Bretbren and Countrymen,

HE grand queftion which is now

debated, .(and with warmth e-
nough on both fides) is this, Has the
Englith Parliament power w0 tax the
American Colonies ? _ _

In order to determine this, let us
confidgr the nature of our Colonies. §
An Englith Colony is, a number of |un
perfons to whom the King grants a ]y
charier, permitting them to {ettle in §to
fome far country as'a corporation, en- § m;
joying fuch powers as the charter grants,
to be adminiftered in;fuch a manner as
thc charter prcfcnbcs As a corpora- g
tion, they make laws for themfelves; (
but, as a corporation fubfifting by a
grant from higher authority, to the con-!
trou] of -that amhonty, they till conti-
hue ﬁ.by:&

Conﬁdermg
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. Confidering this, nothing can be
more plain, than that the fupreme
wer in England has a legal right of
~ laying any tax upon them tor any end
~ beuneficial to the whole empire.
3
™ 2, But you obje&, « It is the privi-
lege of a Freeman and an Englithman to
. be taxed only by his ewn confent. And
this ¢onfent is given for every man by
his reprefentative in parliament. But’
- we have no reprefentation in parliament.
. Therefore we ought not to be taxed
thereby.” . '
-1 anfwer, This argument proves too
“much. If the parliament cannot tax
you, becauf¢' you have no reprefenta~
. tion therein, for the fame reafon it can
| make no laws ‘to bind you. If a free-
'man cannot be taxed without his own'
yconfent, ncither' can he be punifhed
{without it: for whatever holds with -
regard ‘'to taxation, holds with régard _
to all other laws, Therefore he who
idenies the Englifh parliament the power :
Jof taxation, denies it the right of ma-
king any laws at all. Buc this power
' A2 - over



_ inconvéniencies,  And the reception of

. mxttmo taxatzon. !
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over the Colonies you -have never dif- é
puted : You have always agmitted. ftaa 3,
tutes, for ‘the punithment of cffences, '
and for the preventing or redrefling of

any law'draws after it by a chain which
cannot beé broken, the nccaﬁity df hd- ‘

3. Byt 1 objﬁ& to the- very fbnnda-w
tion of your. plea.. :That ¥ every frees |
man is_governed by laws to which:he §
has confented, ”; :as confidently as ivad
been aflerted, - it is abfolutely filfe.. In-
wide- ﬂxtended dominions, a_very fmall
part_of the  people are concerned i
makmn laws, This, as all public bu-§i
finefs muft be doae by delegation, the
dclegatfs are chofen.by :a fele@ num-§
ber.  And thofe that arg not electors, §
who are far the greager part, ftand by, §
idle and helpléfs fpe&ators T 1

The cafe of ‘eleftors is ligtle better.
When they, ase near equally divided,
almoft half of them muﬁ( be’governed,
not only withidut, but even aoam& their
own LODf\,nt . oL

; L And’
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W thofe laws, which were made befoic he:
was born ?: ‘Our confent to t'mfc-, nay-
and to the laws now made even in Eng-
Yand, is purely paffive. And in every:
place, as all men are born the fubjeéts
of fome ftate or other, fo they are borm
paffively, as it were confenting, to the:
Jaws of thar ftate. - Any other rhan this-

’& life does not allow. - .

‘t » ] . R

l ife, liverty, and property, by nature: -nd
. that you bhave never ceded to any [overeign

4. But you fay, You are mMILd 2o

- And how has any man ‘confented to'

' kind of confent, the condition of civil’

| power the right 1o a’gfpaﬁ of tbefe wibout™

»‘ your confent.

4~ While you fpeak - as the naked fons )
iof nature, this is certainly true. But:

) you prefently declare, Our ancejtors at

. 4, at an end. You are no longerm a ftare

Ag ~~ governed

time they fettled thefe Colonies, were '
|| #mtisled 0 all the rights of matural-born -
| fubi-Bs, within the realm of England, .
i Thiss likewife is true : -but when this is :
ranted, the boaft of original rights is..

qf nature, but fink:cown to. Colonifts, .



governed by a charter. If your antes
ftors were {ubjects, they acknowledged
a Sovereign: if they had a right to
Englith privileges, they were accoustas
ble to Englith laws, and had ceded td
the King and 1'asliament, the power {
difpofing, without their confent, of both
bbesr lives, liberties, and properties. And
did the pdrliament cede to them a dif
penfation from the obedience which they -
owe as natural fubjets? ar any degres.
of independence, not enjoyed by other
Englifhmen ? ‘ T

5. They did not indeed, as you' ob-
fesve, by emigration farfeit any of thofe
privileges : but they were, and their de,
Joendents mow are intitled to all fuch as
their circumflomaes enable them to enjoy. - |

That they who form a Colony by 3 1

lawful _charter, forteit no privilege
thereby, is certain. But what they do
not forfeit by any judicial fentence,
they may lofe by natural effects. When
a man voluntarily comes_into America,
he may lofe what he had when' in Eu.
rope. Perhaps he had a right tq v%;q-,
. i r

» . ~
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for a knight er burgefs: by croﬁing the

fca he did not forfeir this right: © Burit

it plain, e has made the exercife of it

no longer poffible. - He has reduced-

himfelf from a voter to ore of the innu-
merable multitude that have no votes.

6. But you fay, 4s the Colonies are not
- reprefensed in the Britifs Parliament, they
ave entitled 20 a free power of Legiftation.
For they inkerit all the right which their
“ancefiors bady of enjoying all the prz'vzleges
of Engli jbmn
Theydo inherit all the privilegeswhich
their anceftors had : but they can inherit
no more. Their anceftors left a coun-
try, where the reprefentatives of the
peopie were eletted by men “particularly
ualified, and where thofe who wanted
ghat qualification were bound by the de-
cifions of men whom they had not de-
puted.  You are the defcendants of

‘men’ who either had no votes;, or re--

figned them by emigration. You have
therefore exally what your anceftors
et yau: not a vote in makmg laws,
nor in chuﬁng legiflators, but the hap-

A4 " pinefs
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pldcfs of bemg prote&ted by !aws, and
the duty of obeying them..

‘What your anceftors did pot brmg
. with them, neither they nor their de-
fcendants bave acquired. They have

not, by abandoning their right in one |
" legiflature, acquired a right to confti-
ftitute another, aAny more than the mul-
titudes in England who have: no vote,
"have a right to exe& a Parhameﬂt for |
themfelves. , - 1

7. However the Colonies bave a right
16 all the privileges' granted thew by royal
charters, or /ecuraed to tbem by provindal
laws. l

The firft claufe is- aHowcd they have
certainly a: right-to all the privileges
granted them by soyal charters.” Bus
as to the fecond, there is a doubt :
pravincial laws may grant privileges
to. individuals . of the provipce: But
turely, no province ¢an confer provm-
cial privileges -on-itfelf They have g
right to alt which the King has given
' ghcm but not to all \yhlch they have |

giveh themfelves.

N Al
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-, A corporation -can 5o more affume
to itfelf priviloges which it had pot be-
foie, than-a man can, by his own a&
and deed, aflfume titles or dxgnmcs.,
The legiflature .of a Colon) may be
compared to the veftry of 2 largc pa-
rith 5. which may lay a gefs op its inha-
bltantq, bat filt rcgu}ated by the,}aw 5
and whlch (whatcver be.its. internal ex-
pe'ncee) is ftjll liable tq taxes laid by : {u-
pcnor authority.

The- charter of Pemafylvania has a
clauf¢ admmmg in exprefs terms, taxa-
tion by Parliament, . If fuch a claufe be
- not inferted. in other cl;arttrs, it muft
be otnitted as not neceffary ; 3 becaufe it
is manifeftly implied in-the very nature
of fubardinate gpvernment : all countries
which are fubje&t to laws being lmblc to
taxes, . - :

. It ip true, the fislt. fett!ers in- Mqﬂk-
dau/et&-Bay were promifel an. exemption
Srom taxes for feven years. But does not
this. very exemption; imply, that they
were to pay them afterwards ?

- If there is in the charter of any Colo~
By a claufe exempting thcm from ta.:;‘cs

oF
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for ever, then undoubtedly they have a
right to be fo exempted. But if there
is o fuch claufe, then the Englith Par-
liament has the fame right to tax them
as to tax any other Englifh fubjeé'ts. E

- 8. Al that impartially confider what
has been obferved, muft readily sllow,
that the Englith Parliament bas an un-
doubted noht to tax all the Englith
Colomes, ,

* But whence then in all this harry and
tumult ? Why is America all in an up-
roar ? If you can yet give yourfelves
time to think, you will fce, the plain
cafe is this:

A few years ago, you were affaulted
by enemies, ‘whom you were not well
able to refit. "You reprefented this to
your Mother-country, and defired her
affiftancé. You was largely affifted, and
_ by that means wholly dcllvcrcd from alt

your enemies. - g

After a time, voar Mother-¢ountry
defiring to be reimburfed for fome part of
the hrgc expence f{he had been at, laid
a {mall tax, (which the had always a nght’
te do) on one of ker Colonies, But

e |
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But how is it poffible, that the taking’
this reafonable and legal ftep, thould |
have fet all America in a flame?
" . I'willtell you my opinion freely ; and

gerhaps ou will not think it improbae.
ble. I fpeak the more freely, becaufe
I am unbiaffed : I have nothing to hope’
. or fear from cither fide. Ican gan no-
thing either by the Government or the’
Americans, and probably never fhall:
And I have no prejudice to any man in
America: ‘I love you. as my brethren
and countrymen. S

‘. My opinion is this, ~We have
few men in England, who are determin-
~ ed enemies to Monarchy. Whether
- they hate his prefent Majefty on any o-
ther ground, than. becaufe he is a King,
I know not.  But they cordially hate his
office, and have for fome years been un-.
dermining it with all diligence, in hopes'
of ereting their grand idol, their dear-
Commonwealth. vpon its ruins. - I be-
lieve they have let very few into their-
defign: (although many forward it,
without knowing any thing of the mat-
. ' - ter)
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ter) but they are fteadily purfuing it, as
by various other méans, fo in particular
by inflammatory papers, which are in-
duftrioufly and continually difperfed,
throughnut the town and country : by
this method they have already wrought
thoufands of the people, even to the
pitch of madnefs. By the fame, only
varied according to your circumitances,
they have likewife inflamed America..
1 make no doubt, but thefe very men
are the original caufe of the prefent
breach between England and her Calo-
nies. And they are fti\l pouring oil in-
to the flame, ftudioufly incenfing each
againft the other, and oppofing undera

variery of pretences, all meafures of ac-.
commodation. ~ So that. although the-
Americans, in general, love the Englifh,:
and the Englifh, in general, Jove the A-
mericans, (all, I mean, that are pot yet:
cheated and exafperated by thefe ariful.
men) yet the. rupture is. growing wider:

every day, and none can tell. where it
will end.

Thefe good men hope it will end in
the total de¢fe@ion of ; North America

g from
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from England. If this were effé&edy
they truft the Englith in general would
be 1o irreconcileably difguited, that they
thould. be able, - with or without foreign
affitance, intirely to overturn the .go-
vernment : efpecially while the main of
both the Englith and Irith forces, are at
fo convcmcnt -a diftance,

o 31 B M i)
o

. 10. But, my- bxethrcn, would this be
any- advantage to-you ? Can ysu hope for
a more defirable form of government,
either in England or-America, than that.
which you now enjoy ? After all the ve+
hement cty for liberty, what more libers
.' ty can you have? What more religious
i hbcrty can-you defire, than that which
' you enjoy already ? May not every one.
. among you worfhip God according to
} his own confcience? What civil libesty
' can. you defire, which you are not al-
ready pofiefs’d of ? Do not vou fit without .
reftraint, every man under bis cronvine? Do
you not, every one, high or low; enjoy
the fruit of your labour? This is real,~
rational. liberty, fuch-as is enjoyed bv
Enghlhmen alone ; & not by any other :

people h
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peopie in the habitable world, "Would
the being independent of England mike
you miore free? Far, very far trom ir.
It-would hardly be poffible for 'you to
fteer clear, between anarchy and tyran<
- ny. But fuppofe, aftcr numberlefs dan<
gers and milchiefs, you fhould fettle in--

to one or more Republics: would a re-

publican government give you more li-
berty, either religious or civil? By no

means, No governments under heaven”
are fo defpotic as the Republican: No "

fubjects are governed in fo arbitrary a
manner, as thofe of a Commonwealth,
If any 'one’ doubrt of this, let him look
av the fubje@s of Venice, of Genoa, or
even of Holland, " Should any man talk

or write of the Dutch government, as

every cobler *does of the “Englith, he
would be laid in irons, before he knew

- where he was, And thenwo be tohim!

Republics fhew no mercy.

t1. “But if we fubmit to one tax,
more will follow.” ‘Perhaps fo, and pers

haps not. ' But'if they did'; if you were
eaxed (which is quite improbable) equal
o X L . with
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with Ireland or Scotland, &ilf were you

to prevent this by renouncing connexion
with England, the remedy would be
worfe than the difeafe. For O! what
convulfions muft America feel before
any other government was fettled ? In-

numerable mifchiefs muft enfue, before
any general form could be eftablifhed.

And the grand mifchief would enfue,

when it was eftablifhed ; when you had
seceived a yoke which you could not-
fhake off. S

- 12. Brethren, open your eyes! Come
to vourfelves! Be no longer the dupes
of defigning men. I de not mean any of
your countrymen in America: I doubt
whether any of thefe are in the fecret.
The defigning men, the Ahithophels,
are in England ; thofe who have laid
theit fchemes fo deep and covered it fo
well, that thoufands who are ripening
. it, {ufpeé nothing at'all of the matter.

- Thele well-meaning men, fincerely be-
lieving, that they are ferving their coun-, .
try, exclaim againft grievances, which; N
cither never exifted, or are aggravated

above
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above @edlure, and thereby inflamhe'the
pcoplc msre and mone, to the «wifh of
thole wiw arc behind the fecene. But be
not yobi duped any longer do.not ruin
yourfdldes'tor them' that owe Fon no
good - will; that now employ you oply
for their own purpofts, ‘and in the end
will ‘give yod sio shanks. . They lave
neither Englad' nor Armetica, byt play
one againft the pther, in fubfermncy to
their grnnddqﬁgm -of  averturning. the
Englith government. - Be warped ia
time. Stand and confider before it is too
Yate ; ‘before you bave entailed confufion
aad mifery oo your lateft pofkerity. Have
pity upon your mother country! Have
pity upon:your own! Have pity upon
yourfelves, upon your children, and up-
onall that are near and dear toyou! Let
“us net -bite. and devoir dne anothers,
feit we be confumed one of another!. O
et us follow: after peace | Let.us put av
way our firis ;' the real ground 6fall our
catamities | . Which' never will-or ‘can be’
thoroughly removed, till - we . fear Godt
and honour the ng : .

ANENE ST By
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